
 

 

The February business meeting topics discussed and decisions made 

included: 

¶ We had thirty-three members and interested parties present at the 

February 8th meeting. 

¶ Membership Application Forms and Dues were collected from six ad-

ditional members bringing the MCW chapter community up to 38 

members at the conclusion of our meeting.  There were at least two 

additional participants attending the meeting who were also interested 

in our chapter and may become members. 

¶ A draft set of MCW chapter by-laws modeled after the AAW local 

chapter model by-laws were discussed and approved by chapter 

members.  Officer signatures were obtained for the approved by-laws 

and will be submitted to AAW by Phil Brown. 

¶ The Lending Library was officially formed by Clif Poodry.  The chapter 

discussed and approved a $2.00 lending fee per item. 

¶ A mentoring signup clipboard was routed around during the meeting 

with several people signing up as being interested in participating in 

the program.   Donald Couchman should be contacted if you are inter-

ested in acting as a mentor or wish to be mentored. 

¶ Eliot Feldman, Program Chair reviewed the upcoming monthôs meet-

ing program plans.  See the Future Meetings section for the details. 

¶ At least a dozen members participated in Show & Tell .   Check their 

turnings out on the MCW web site as well as glimpses of them in the 

borders of this newsletter.  Everyone is encouraged to bring and 

share examples of their work.  We can each learn a lot from othersô 

experiences and challenges.  

¶ Phil Brown presented last monthôs featured program: Green and 

Spalted Wood - Start to Finish: Phil Brownôs Techniques.  
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March Meeting (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, March 8, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda 

6:45 -7:00 PM Arrive with a chair or stool to sit on, get a name 
 tag, bring something to donate for the silent  
 auction and place a bid sheet with it, place your 
 bids, bring a piece for Show & Tell, and meet 
 your fellow chapter members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting and Show & Tell  
   presentation 

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Surface Treatments and Other  
   Enhancements by Doug Pearson 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack 
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program 

Doug Pearson will discuss and demonstrate Surface Treatments and 
Other Enhancements. 

Program Demonstrator Profile 

Doug began woodturning in the 1970s when his father bought a Rock-
well/Delta 12" lathe. In 1995, he got "serious" and attended the begin-
ning and intermediate classes at Craft Supplies USA in Provo, UT. He 
purchased a Powermatic 3520 (made in USA!) and started doing more 
turning. He has taken David Ellsworth's three day class. Dougôs turn-
ings are currently carried at Creative Partners Gallery in Bethesda and 
he has also exhibited with Phil Brown at the Sandy Spring Museum 
and at Gallery West in Alexandria, VA.  Doug  recently broadened his 
exposure by making the cover of the Winter 2007 Woodturning Design 
magazine.  

Examples of his work appear in the side bar, with additional examples 
available at the following retail outlet website where Dougôs work is for 
sale: Creative Partners Galley website .  

In addition, check out Dougôs website: turningsbydoug.com.    
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Member Name    Location  
Stephen Balaban  Kensington 
Ralph Cady   Silver Spring 
Richard Cohen   Rockville 
Michael Colella   Kensington 
Alvin Dickinson   Wheaton 
Marshall Fisher   Rockville 
Seth Gottlieb   Bethesda 
Ed Grossman   Bethesda 
Robert Kaufman  Potomac 
Louis Krupnick   Silver Spring 
George Powers  Gaithersburg 
Stephen Snyder  Frederick 
Stanley Sherman  Germantown 
Patrick Taylor   Cabin John 
Richard Webster  Rockville 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your 

community, let Don Couchman know of your need.  
He will help in locating a member to provide 

transportation. 

Thanks to Clif Poodry for starting the Lending Library with several contributions from his DVD library. 

 For those challenged by sharpening, youôre encouraged to take advantage of the AAW Sharpening video 

Woodturning: Fundamentals of Sharpening donated to the Lending Library by Clif Poodry.  The DVD pro-

vides great examples of different sharpening techniques by several well respected turners.  Bonnie Klein  

introduces you to Sharpening Basics;  John Jordan shows how to sharpen the Side-Grind Gouge;  Bill 

Johnston addresses the all important issue of Grinder Tune-up; and Alan Lacer tackles the world of pre-

paring Skews & Spindle Gouges. 

Also, thanks to Richard Webster for his contribution of  the book, Turning Bowls by Richard Raffan. 

Recognition and Thanks  

é continued thanks to 

Nick Suttora, owner of the  

Rockville Woodworkers Club...  

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx


 

 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

As evidenced by attendance at the February meeting, we have quite success-

fully launched Montgomery County Woodturners.  As I write this, we have 43 

paid members.  The Newsletter looks terrific as also does the growing web 

site.  All the officers are carrying out their tasks promptly and with new ideas 

and energy for more.  Wow!  Iôm impressed and proud, and hope you are too. 

Bylaws adopted at the February meeting were sent to the American Associa-

tion of Woodturners (AAW), and soon MCW should be approved as a Chap-

ter.  Thus we will be listed in the 2007 Resource Directory that AAW members 

will receive in April.  This will aid in telling wood turners we are here. 

If you are not acquainted with AAW, click on their link at the bottom of every 

page on the MCW web site.  While a ways off, a wonderful AAW woodturning 

symposium will come to the Richmond, VA Convention Center June 20-22, 

2008.  Every one of you should plan to attend.  No excuse accepted.  Besides, 

we will probably be asked to help by volunteering an hour or more of our time 

at the symposium. 

Eliot Feldman left the January meeting fearful that our shy members would not 

come forth to share their skills.  But he did not let us off the hook, and has at 

least four programs lined up, including Jimmy Clewes from England in June. 

An important contribution to achieving our educational objectives is developing 

a good lending library.  As you will read elsewhere, Clif Poodry is making good 

progress with this, and of course needs CDs, videotapes and books you are 

willing to share. 

I'm pleased to report that Gary Guenther agreed to be MCW Secretary.  He 

will be communicating business meeting decisions and discussions along with 

any officers' consensus decisions made through email exchanges as part of 

the monthly newsletter. 

Stuart Glickman has our membership information digitized, and can quickly 

produce lists as needed.  Periodically he will email an updated membership 

roster to members. 

We obtained an employer ID number from the IRS, and Doug Pearson 

opened a checking account at Chevy Chase Bank with himself, Clif and me as 

signatories.  So, now we are ready to do business.  Current bank deposits to-

tal $860. 

Two members did outstanding work in January to give us a public image.  Bert 

Bleckwenn wrote more than three pages of the Newsletter, and compiled, 

helped write, and edited the other material into a first class twelve page news-

letter.  Doug Pearson immediately began designing our web site using Office 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Live, which costs MCW nothing until we exceed 500MB, which is not likely to happen soon.  Email mes-

sages will inform you when future newsletters are available, and will direct you to our web site for viewing 

or downloading as a PDF document.  Hard copy will continue to be mailed to anyone without an email ac-

count. 

After much review, debate and commenting, the officers approved Doug's plan to add an "About our 

Members" section to the MCW web site.  I hope you will take advantage of this service to post up to 10 

pictures of your work, shop and/or yourself, plus some descriptive narrative and bio information.  This will 

aid us in getting acquainted with each other and our work.  There is no charge for this service for posting 

up to five pictures and your text, but for additional pictures, there will be a fee of $5 per picture, and a 

$2.50 per picture fee for later replacement of any picture.  In addition, Bert Bleckwenn will be happy to edit 

your narrative and bio before you submit it to Doug.  Doug is quite generous with his time to take on these 

additions to the web site. 

We will always be looking for pictures and narrative on members for the Newsletter and web site.  If you 

visit another memberôs shop, take a camera for a few shots and write down some quotes and comments 

to send Bert with the pictures. 

I am making another appeal for a MCW logo design.  Please put your creative hat on and come up with 

some ideas for a logo.  Even an idea sketched out is sufficient.  If the idea is selected, I would then ask an 

artist or graphic designer to develop the idea.  At the April meeting, we will  review any submitted propos-

als and have attending members vote on their choice. 

I will be helping in the CAW booth at the Woodworking Show, Dulles Expo Center, on March 16th, and 

plan to have a MCW brochure developed by then to inform any interested turners in our area attending 

the 3-day show. 

I hope you will patronize the store in the Woodworkers Club.  As a MCW member, you receive a 10% dis-

count on turning supplies (excluding power tools) during and immediately after our meetings.  To facilitate 

our meetings in the shop,  Nick Suttora is asking his customers to stop their noisy work as we meet at no 

charge in his space.  Please show your appreciation. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

Mentor Program  (Donald Couchman) 

Help! Mentors Needed!   At our last meeting, we signed up  ten  members who wanted mentoring.  Right 
now we have only five members who have volunteered to be mentors.    Mentors are needed for turners 
all the way from very beginners to turners who are at least well into the intermediate stage.  Please con-
tact Don Couchman if you are willing to help. 

The initial set of members desiring mentoring who have signed up have been contacted with instructions 
to initiate contact with the volunteer mentors. 
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Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

It is great to see younger members joining our 
chapter with support by their parents, as well as 
several women members.  This diversity helps to 
expand everyoneôs views and perspectives.  I was 
impressed by our youngest member, Seth 
Gottliebôs show & tell piece which caused me to 
recall my early turned pieces and experiences.   I 
wish I would have had access to a chapter and a 
set of members like ours when I was first turning. 

Listening to Phil Brown during last monthôs program 
of the early yearsô challenges was interesting.  
Sometimes we forget the simple techniques and 
the creativity and ingenuity in all of us that allow us 
to solve woodturning challenges.   

What technique or jig are you still us-
ing that solves a basic problem?  I 
still use a simple dust collection jig at 
the lathe which consists of a thin 
flexible aluminum clothes dryer vent 
tubing.  As you can see in the picture 
to the right, the tubing is mounted to 
a dust collection fitting attached to a 
movable board and connected to the 
dust collector.  I can position the 
board between my lathe bed and 
lathe stand.  The flexible aluminum 
tube can flex to wherever I need for 
turning and sanding.   Next time you 
are trying to solve a dust collection 
problem where you want to have 
flexibility in placement, consider this 
technique.  Any Home Depot or 
Lowes carries the dryer tubing.   

I suggest you also check out one of our 
memberôs blog site at 
www.beadsandcoves.com .  Patrick Taylor 
is sharing his experiences on a regular ba-
sis as he explores the new world of turning. 

Youôll notice Iôve added several other sec-
tions such as Tip of the Month and Mem-
berôs Feedback and Comments.   I encour-
age you to send me your tips and  welcome 
any feedback regarding chapter, website, 
newsletter  or other relevant comments for 
sharing with the rest of the membership.   
 
Drop me a note at bableck@gmail.com.    

Seth Gottlieb  

David Jacobowitz  

David Fry  

Bill  Casson 

Patrick Taylor  

http://www.beadsandcoves.com
mailto:mailto:bableck@gmail.com

