
 

 

May Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda 

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, donate to the silent  
 auction, bid on a silent auction item, bring a  turned  
  piece for Show & Tell, and meet fellow members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Sanding Techniques by Clif Poodry 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program 

Clif Poodry will demonstrate 
how he makes his spirit vessels 
and use it as an opportunity to 
demonstrate an important as-
pect of final preparation, sand-
ing. Sanding is the bane of 
woodturners. After all, we call 
ourselves wood turners not 
wood sanders. Yet the final smoothing of the surface of a 
turned piece is generally sanded to some extent and the qual-

ity of that finish can distinguish the craftsman from the beginner. Clif Poodry 
will share his experience in this inelegant but critical aspect of woodturning. 
He will discuss the wood, the sanding materials, the tools, sanding sealers, 
dust protection and importantly, advantages of various suppliers. 

Program Demonstrator Profile  

See Clifôs expanded Member profile on page 16. 

Check out more examples of his work at:  
http://homepage.mac.com/cpoodry/PhotoAlbum.html 

Clif Poodry 

Creations  
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At the April business meeting, the topics discussed and decisions made were: 

1) MCW President Phil Brown greeted new members and the first-time attendees who intro-
duced themselves.   25 people attended the April meeting.  Three new members signed up, 
bringing our current membership total to 50.  This is very encouraging for a club less than 4 
months old.  

Phil presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Doug Pearson for his dedication and hard work in 
designing, implementing, augmenting, and maintaining the MCW web site 
(www.montgomerycountywoodturners.org).  Members are encouraged to view it regularly and 
to submit their own items for the Classifieds and to the Tips section (titled ñYMMVò), as well as 
personal links, photos, etc.  As the author of the YMMV section, I would like to request that eve-
ryone send in at least one tip via email to ymmv.mcw@att.net or via the link on the YMMV web 
page.  We all have our little jigs and tricks that others would enjoy trying.  Letôs hear about 
them. 

A Get Well card was circulated for signing for our Newsletter Editor, Bert Bleckwenn, who was 
under the weather.  Welcome back Bert! 

The MCW logo competition was postponed until next month.  Members are encouraged to draw 
a sketch and submit it at the next meeting.   

Phil reminded us that reasonably experienced Members are encouraged to sign up to serve as 
Mentors to our growing number of beginning turners.  One can provide assistance at many lev-
els, including email and telephone, as well as in-person mentoring support.  If you need help or 
would like to ask some questions, please contact our Mentor Program Leader, Don Couchman, 
to be assigned a Mentor. 

Phil posed the question about the desirability of getting Demonstrators whom we may have 
previously seen at CAW meetings.  The consensus of the group was positive.   

Phil reminded Members about the availability of books and videos in our impressive and grow-
ing Lending Library, which is managed by Clif Poodry, and asked for more contributions.   

2) MCW Vice President Clif Poodry officiated the Show & Tell period.  A 
number of interesting and attractive pieces were presented and discussed.  
Of particular note was a segmented platter by Richard Webster.  Further 
details can be viewed on the MCW web siteôs April 2007 S&T Gallery page.   
Eliot Feldman showed a thin, bleached, hollow form made from a birch 
blank he purchased at the March Silent Auction as well.   

3) Speaking of the Silent Auction, only two members donated items for the 
April meeting.  The sale of these items added $16 to the MCW treasury, 
but, more importantly, provided some nice wood for people who need it.  
We hope those of you who purchased these blanks will bring the results to 
a future Show & Tell as Eliot did.  Frankly, many of us have far more wood than we need or can 
ever hope to use.  (Just ask my wife!  I have an expanding pile next to me as I sit here typing.)  
Wood really does grow on trees.  It seems like every other day another tree comes down some-
where nearby.  Members are encouraged to get into the habit of donating items frequently to 
share via the Auction table.  We would particularly like to see a better representation at the May 
meeting.  The Silent Auction is a fun and valuable part of our meetings.  Some members have 
too much wood, and others have needs.  Thatôs what this is all about.  The fact that the club 
also makes a small profit is nice but secondary and not the point.  Please participate.   

4) Program Chairman Eliot Feldman introduced Ed Karch, one of our CAW friends and now an 
MCW member, as our speaker for the evening.  Ed loves to enhance his turnings with artwork 
and to experiment with pyrography, coloring, piercing, and various forms of decoration; his 
demonstration was certainly very interesting, enlightening, and hands-on. 

Business Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 
Special points of 

interest:  

¶ First Cut 

¶ Member Profile 

¶ More Reading 
and Resources 
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Member Name    Location  
Richard Ellery   Clarksville 
Ed Karch   Fairfax, VA 
Laquetta Karch   Fairfax, VA 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives! Just mention your club name and save, all 
year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members login button on their 
homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne accessed by clicking on 
the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right portion of the page. 
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Member News and Activities  

Arthur Mensch attends week long turning class at Arrowmont  

Arthur Mensch attended a week long course at Arrowmont School of Arts and 
Crafts in Gatlinburg, TN. The course was taught by Ray Key, and the emphasis 
was on esthetics and design. Art felt like he was somewhat in over his head at 
first as most of the others in the course were more experienced, and some were 
even professional woodturners.  Arrowmont is a great place to take a course and 
they have a great woodturning shop.  Art would highly recommend going there.  

The course was titled Aim High and Go Beyond with Ray Key, March 24-31. He 
emphasized form and esthetics. He gave demonstrations and then, when stu-
dents had work to show, he did comparisons between the different examples of 
similar forms. Most of the students were quite accomplished turners. The course 
information said the school would furnish all tools needed but suggested bringing 
your favorite tools. Almost everyone except Art brought their entire tool kit most of 
which were more advanced than the school equipment.  

[Editorôs comment:   I also had the opportunity to take a course at Arrowmont 
three years ago under Bobby Clemons and John Roberts and found it fantastic.   
My classmates also included a wide range of expertise, but I found the instructors 
very accommodating to the mixture of experience levels.   I would not be con-
cerned with the variation in skill levels unless the course description was very 
specific about targeting advanced turners only.   In fact, it is a great way to pick 
up techniques from your peer classmates.  As Art found out, best to take your 
own set of tools and augment what you donôt have with what the school has avail-
able.   We are all more comfortable with our own tools anyway!] 

Talk to Art or Bert  if you would like a more detailed perspective on attending Ar-
rowmont and why we selected it over other locations. 

Phil Brown Interviewed by Voice of America regarding Woodturning 

in Simple Terms  

Last month Phil was interviewed by Voice of America reporter, Dana Demange, 
about his wood turning for use in a special English broadcast that is limited to a 
vocabulary of 1,500 words.  The program is now available at 
www.voaspecialenglish.com.  The topic can be found by searching under the Arts 
& Entertainment section with a title of Exploring the Richly Detailed History and 
Art of Woodworking.   

You can read the article by clicking on Philôs picture or the title, and clicking on 
one of the "listen" options.  ñWhile, of course, not my choice of words, Dana did a 
wonderful job of accurately describing what I do in the last part of the pro-
gram.ò   You should be able to go directly to the program with this address: 
http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/2007-04-10-voa1.cfm 

Clif Poodry Teaching Advanced Bowl Turning Class  

Clif Poodry will teach Advanced Bowl Turning on April 28 and 29th at The Wood-

workers Club, 4950 Wyaconda Road, Rockville, MD.  Phone: 301-984-9033.   For 

more information, see:  www.woodworkersclub.com 
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