
 

 

June Meeting and Demonstration  

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, June 7, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda 

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, donate to the silent  
 auction, bid on a silent auction item, and meet fellow 
 members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting  (NO Show & Tell this month)  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Woodturning with Jimmy Clewes 
   (REMEMBER:   There will be a $10 fee for this session 
   - Exact Change will be appreciated!!!) 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program 

We are in for a real treat!   Jimmy Clewes is an internationally known and trav-
eled turner.  He travels extensively teaching and demonstrating at interna-
tional events, AAW symposiums and many regional and local club events.  
Come prepared to enjoy a great evening with Jimmy! 

Program Demonstrator Profile (extracted from his website) 

Jimmy is not your ordinary woodturner. Upon a first meeting one would think 
of him as a renegade, a free thinker and not within the stereotypical image of 
a woodturner. His charming British style, unending wit, creative mind and 
magnetic personality are only some of the attributes that make him popular in 
the woodturning demonstration circuit. 

Jimmy is the first to acknowledge that personal tutelage is by far the best way 
to learn. However, since that is now always possible, he has produced several 
DVDs including Turnaround with Jimmy Clewes in 2003, a 3-box set DVD 
Turn it On with Jimmy Clewes in 2005 and Turn it Up in 2006.  

Check out Jimmyôs website at:   http://www.jimmyclewes.com/.  
In addition, get an early preview of Jimmyôs style and great humor by viewing 
some of his DVD out-takes available at:  
 http://www.jimmyclewes.com/videodvd_outtakes.shtml 

Jimmy Clewes 

Creations  
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MCW President Phil Brown introduced new members.  We are pleased with 
our continuing growth.   27 people attended the May meeting.  Two more new 
members signed up in May, bringing our current membership total to 52.  Wel-
come Mike and Jim! 

Phil welcomed our Newsletter Editor, Bert Bleckwenn, back after some  unex-
pected surgery and presented 
him with an MCW Certificate of 
Appreciation for his dedication 
and very hard work on our out-
standing and informative News-
letter.  Gary Guenther de-
scribed some of Bertôs many 
duties and how he encourages 
us to help him achieve the qual-
ity product for which he is the 
creator, the driving force, the 
illustrator, and the major con-
tributor.  Last month Bert put 
out 20 pages, after being in the 
hospital for two separate opera-
tions. Thatôs what you call 
ñabove and beyond...ò.  I think 
you can see that our Newsletter 
is very mature, even though we have only been in existence for a mere five 
months.  We all owe this to Bert, along with a real debt of gratitude for his cru-
cial and invaluable service.  Bravo Bert!  Iôm sure he would appreciate hearing 
your personal appreciation at the June meeting.  We will be submitting our 
Newsletter in next yearôs AAW competition for Best Newsletter.  I think itôs that 
good.   

The MCW logo competition has concluded with the winning entry being one of 
Bob Browningôs submissions.  Congratulations Bob!  Our thanks to all who 
contributed designs.  Weôll start to incorporate it as soon as weôve completed 
a final rendition.  The voting results and winning entry can be found later in 
this newsletter.   Itôs going to be a nice addition to our literature.  

Phil mentioned that we are in the embarrassing situation of continuing to have 
more Mentors than Students.  Several of our Mentors are professionals who 
sell their work in galleries for high prices.  They, and other experienced turn-
ers are more than willing to share their expertise.  How great is that?  Asking 
questions doesnôt have to be a big deal ï just do it for fun.  If nothing else, you 
will become better acquainted with one of your fellow MCW members.  Our 
Mentors have a lot of experience that they are willing to share.  Ask Pat Taylor 
how much fun he has had working with Doug Pearson!  If you have any ques-
tions or need help with a particular problem or would just like to chat, please 
contact our Mentor Program Leader, Don Couchman, to arrange for a  Men-
tor. 

(Continued on page 3) 

May Business Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 
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Business Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) (continued) 

The AAW needs some assistance with the Instant Gallery at the upcoming Symposium in Portland, OR.  If 
you are attending and can help, please contact Phil.  This is an excellent opportunity to make some con-
tacts youôll never forget.   

Phil highlighted the current Bethesda Library exhibit of turned objects from the Mason collection and local 
turners still available through the end of May.  He spotlights this exhibit later in this newsletter as well.  
And donôt forget that the Creative Craft Council exhibit opens at Strathmore Hall on May 26.  You will get 
to see many outstanding crafts in this show, including a few of our membersô wood turnings.   

Membership Chairman Stuart Glickman officiated the Show & Tell period in Vice President Clif Poodryôs 
stead, since Clif was our Demonstrator for the evening.  Thank you Stu.  A number of interesting and at-
tractive pieces were presented and discussed at length.  Of particular note was a very large, ball-shaped 
maple hollow form, with subtle accents of blue dye and an irregular ñnaturalò edge, turned by Doug Pear-
son. Additionally, Bob Browning gave us some interesting insights into Palmer Sharpless, ñThe Johnny 
Appleseed of Turningò and one of the co-founders of the AAW.  Eliot Feldman also discussed hollowing 
tools while highlighting one of his Show & Tell  vessels. 

We would like to thank our professional digital photographer Mike Colella for assuming the duties of 
shooting photos of your Show & Tell entries.  Please be aware that we would like very much to get photos 
of all S&T items for use in each Newsletter and on our Web Site.  This is a benefit to the Club and to all 
our Members.  Your assistance is appreciated in helping us get the photos taken before the meeting be-
gins by bringing your work straight to Mike and his assistant, Stuart Glickman, at the photo table.  They 
will record the pertinent information, take the pictures, and put the item(s) on the S&T table.  Thanks for 
your support. 

Thanks to all of you who responded to 
last monthôs request for more items for 
the Silent Auction.  The donations cov-
ered two tables!  Special thanks to Phil 
who brought quite a load himself.  The 
sale of these items made a number of 
purchasers happy with their new budding 
forms and added $80 to the MCW treas-
ury.  We hope those of you who purchased these blanks will bring the turned results to a future Show & 
Tell to complete the loop.  We plan to offer a set of Fine Woodworking Magazines (kindly donated by Al 
Dickinson) for purchase at a future meeting. 

Program Chairman Eliot Feldman introduced our Demonstrator for the evening, Clif Poodry.  Clif made 
chips fly for the first time at an MCW meeting, and his demo of the design and construction of his ñspirit 
bottleò form was most informative.  Thanks, Clif, for the insights into the creation of these unique and won-
derful little hollow forms. 

We appreciate the quiet attention that Clifôs excellent demo was paid.  We continue to ask that, for the 
benefit of the demonstrator and the listeners, any offline discussions you may chose to have during the 
demonstrations be held very briefly and quietly or, better, moved to another room.   

It was my personal observation that all of the attendees seemed to be having a really good time through-
out the evening.  I think our Club is on the right track.  If any of you have suggestions for changing or add-
ing something to suit your personal needs better, please discuss your ideas with any one of the Officers.   
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I am looking forward to our June 7th meeting with Jimmy Clewes, our first 
outside and paid demonstrator.  I hope we have lots of member interest 
and support for this meeting.  Unfortunately Eliot Feldman is being drawn 
away by a family event, but Gary Guenther graciously agreed to complete 
the arrangements with Jimmy.  Thanks much, Gary!  We are going to try 
video projection of this next demonstration, so that everyone has a better 
opportunity to see what is happening.  And, to provide maximum benefit 
from this demonstration, we will not hold a Show and Tell discussion dur-
ing the June Meeting.  Plan to bring your new work in July and later 
months. 
 
As I mentioned during last monthôs meeting, I would like to see us more 
involved in community outreach activities.  For example, on May 1st, Clif 
Poodry and I installed 20 turned wood pieces in two display cases at the 
Bethesda Public Library (see the separate section highlighting this ex-
hibit).  Operated by Friends of the Library (Bethesda Chapter), they are 
now booking displays for 2008 and beyond.  There are also display cases 
in at least some of the other county libraries as well.  This is just a sam-
pling of opportunities to show our work and tell more people MCW is 
here.  We need an exhibit/outreach committee to apply for and assemble 
pieces for opportunities like this.  I am willing to serve on it, but not as a 
committee of one.  We need several people.  Let me know if you are inter-
ested.  This would be a great way to interact more with members. 
 
During the evening of April 30th, several of us attended an orientation 
meeting at the new Rockville Public Library about programs planned for 
the VisArts facility, being completed next door.  They also gave us a tour 
of the second floor of the new space where metal studs for rooms and wir-
ing were being installed.  We didn't see the third floor where the wood stu-
dio will be since work had not yet started there.  At that time a contract 
had not been awarded for equipment in the wood studio, but they are hop-
ing to have it ready for September classes.  And of course they need in-
structors for wood turning and wood working.  Here is an opportunity for 
any of us interested in teaching to submit a resume and a course plan. 
 
We were particularly interested in whether there is an opportunity for 
MCW to meet there in their large meeting room, since the wood studio is 
too small for our group.  While we didn't get an answer about VisArts as a 
meeting place, there is potential, and they would like to have us.  There 
will be a rental fee for a meeting room, but they have not determined how 
much it will be, and we are concerned that it could be substantial.  Also, 
since we meet only once a month rather than every week, it may be diffi-
cult to schedule a regular time.  We will be keeping an eye on develop-
ments at VisArts. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
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VisArts Location 

VisArts Building 

Phil Brown 

VisArts 
(Link) 

http://www.visartscenter.org/


 

 

Member Name    Location  
Michael Blake   Silver Spring 
Jim McGrath   Bethesda 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives with Craft Supplies USA! Just mention your 
club name and save, all year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members 
login button on their homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne 
accessed by clicking on the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right 
portion of the page. 
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Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

The Summer 2007 edition of American Woodturner has an article entitled 

ñAAW Rolls Out Young Turners Programò announcing formal guidance and 

support coming this summer for local chapters to sponsor a Young Turners 

Program.   Perhaps this may be our opportunity to connect our interest with 

developing a working relationship with VisArts and fulfilling one of our chapter 

objectives of reaching out to our youth.  If any member is interested in working 

on such a program and/or developing a proposal to take to VisArts, please 

contact Phil or me. 

Newsletter Policy on references to products  and/or vendor use  

I think members like that demonstrators provide information on products or 

vendors that they are familiar with, but often, many of us tend not to write the 

details down or don't necessarily get the details when someone is presenting 

or discussing something that they use. Therefore, we will often provide identifi-

cation of specific products and sources within the newsletter as an aid to 

members and believe that members find this of value.  However, this is not to 

say there arenôt other products or vendors that provide equivalent , if not bet-

ter offerings.  These just happen to be the experiences of the contributor.   So 

Caveat Emptoré. Buyer Beware! 
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Wood Identification Available at each MCW Meeting  

Ed Karch has volunteered to identify the wood species of samples that 
members bring to our meetings.  If he cannot identify the sample at the meet-
ing, he will bring the sample back at our next meeting after identifying it with 
references he has at home.  Your sample must have a portion of end grain 
which he can trim with a knife.  Write your name on the sample or put it in zip 
lock bag with your name.  Look for Ed's identification service on one of the 
benches at our meeting. 

Ed Karch has a Forestry degree with course work in Wood technology, wood 
anatomy and identification.  He is the resident CAW wood identification expert, 
and has volunteered to do the same for MCW. 

Guidance for Wood Samples: 
Samples should be the size of a pack of cigarettes. North American and Euro-
pean woods are fairly easy. Tropicals are more difficult as there are very lim-
ited keys for classification. Ed has access to the major wood identification da-
tabase at the University of Hamburg. Finished pieces can usually be deter-
mined by direct inspection for the more common woods, but for positive identi-
fication for more difficult woods, we would need to cut a small cross grained 
slice with a razor.   If  the wood in question is a finished piece, you may not 
want to subject the object to this procedure. 

Ed is also available for individual wood ID training and demonstrations. 

"Cool service.  Bring in your road kill and let Ed tell you what you've got.  The 
price is right."  

Ed Karch  
Wood 

 Identification 

Expert  

Summer 2007 

Issue  


