
 

 

July Meeting and Demonstration  

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, July 12, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda 

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, donate to the silent  
 auction, bid on a silent auction item, and meet fellow 
 members. No Show & Tell for this meeting. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting 

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Turning a Stool with Alan Leland  
   (REMEMBER:   There will be a $10 fee for this session 
   - Exact Change will be appreciated!!!) 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

 

Program  Turning a Stool with Alan Leland 

Program Demonstrator Profile 

Alan Leland is a professional turner who has demonstrated at multiple AAW 
symposiums as well as regional symposiums and AAW clubs.   He has pub-
lished several articles such as Laminated Candlesticks in the American Wood-
turner Journal Fall 2000 and 
also Miniature Stools and 
Christmas Ornaments with Deli-
cate Spindles.   

 

Additional background can be 
found at his site: 
http://alanleland.com/ 

Alan Leland  

Creations  
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1) MCW President Phil Brown pointed out that we can learn a lot from each 
other in a small group like this by cultivating new friendships.  Phil encouraged 
us to take the opportunity at each meeting to introduce ourselves to another 
Member we havenôt previously spoken with.  Iôve done it, and made a new 
friend.  I encourage everyone to give it a try at the July meeting. 
 
Phil highlighted the DVD we have in our Library on Palmer Sharpless, one of 
the Founders of AAW.  For those who are interested in how we got here, this 
is a very informative video.  Check it out. 
 
23 people attended the June meeting even though our out-of-town speaker 
was unable to attend at the last minute. 
 
2) We were surprised to find that a ñPlaningò class had been scheduled at the 
Club at the same time as our meeting.   Because we were not warned about 
this in advance, we ended up all intermingled in the room.  Iôm sure we dis-
turbed their class much more than they disturbed our meeting.  This is unfor-
tunate, and it probably did not reflect well on us.  Please be advised that we 
will be sharing the space again during future meetings, as well.  There will be 
a ñSharpeningò class at the same time as our July 12 meeting.  These stu-
dents are paying for their instruction, and we are being allowed to use the 
room for free, so it is very important for us to be respectful of their needs. 
Since we know this now, we will make every effort to divide the space up so 
that we hopefully do not interfere with each other.  Itôs a big room, and I think 
we should be able to do this with some good planning.  Their class begins be-
fore we arrive, so we hope that arrangements can be made with their instruc-
tor to have them use the tables on the opposite side of the room from the 
lathe.  We, in turn, will not be able to spread all over the room as we are used 
to doing, but should remain in the area nearest the lathe.  Hopefully this will 
work out to our mutual benefit. 
 
3) We had an abbreviated Show & Tell period because we werenôt going to 
have one at all if Jimmy Clewes had come.  I would like to thank those Mem-
bers who made the connection and thought to bring their items on short no-
tice.  I find our S&T periods to be very fun and enlightening.  Itôs always great 
to see Stan Shermanôs latest segmented piece.  He outdid himself this time 
with a gorgeous Southwestern landscape built into a bowl.  Bravo Stan!  Ilya 
Zavorin also gave a nice talk about his work.  Visitor Elliot Schantz showed a 
small bowl made from a piece of pine out of a pre-Civil War era hotel, along 
with some home-made tools.  I came home and made a version of his bowl 
depth gauge.  Instead of a telescoping radio antenna, I used an old telescop-
ing pocket hand pointer (from pre-laser days) that has been collecting dust in 
my cabinet.  Works great. 
 
4) The June Silent Auction added $45 to the MCW treasury.  Thanks to Phil 
Brown for bringing in some beautifully-prepared pieces of dogwood.  Frankly, 
we need more donors.  Letôs not let down for the July meeting.  The Silent 
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June Business Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) (continued) 

Auction is an ongoing event we want to do every month.  It is a real benefit to those Members who can 
use the wood or merchandise.  Please look around now for something you might be able to bring.  We 
canôt have an auction unless Members donate items.  Thank you for your continuing participation.   

5) Acting Program Chairman Gary Guenther introduced our Demonstrator for the evening, professional 
turner and MCW Member David Fry, who was kind enough to step in at the last moment to replace Jimmy 
Clewes, who unfortunately missed his plane in Las Vegas.  David brought an impressive sample of his 
forms for us to see and gave us some interesting insights into his work and the techniques he uses. 

As always, if any of you have suggestions for adding or changing something to suit your personal needs 
better, please discuss your ideas with one of the Officers.   

(Continued from page 2) 
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Future Planned Meeting Programs (Eliot Feldman) 

August  Dean Swaggert - Open Segmented Turning 

September  Ed Kelle - Turned and Carved Vessels 

October  Open 

November   Bill Grumbine - Spindle Duplicating Using the Skew and Other Spindle Techniques 

December  Keith Tompkins  - Flower Vessels. (Also perhaps a Friday workshop.) 

 

Learn more about our upcoming demonstrators at their respective web sites: 

www.kellewoodturning.com (Ed Kelle) 

www.wonderfulwood.com (Bill Grumbine) 

www.keithtompkins.net (Keith Tompkins) 

Donation Requested  

The Monroe County Animal League in West Virginia has requested donation of turned wood items for 
their benefit auction on November 10th.  They ñare a nonp̀rofit, all volunteer organization, a handful of 
wacky but devoted women ( plus 2 guys ) living in rural West Virginiaò who rescue and find foster homes 
for dogs.  More information is shown at:  www.mcal.petfinder.org  If interested in supporting them, please 
contact Angela Jennings, Monroe County Animal League, Inc., P.O. BOX 343, 166 HWY 3 E, Union, West 
Virginia 24983.  Phone (304) 772 4̀445. 

Member News and Activities  

Phil Brown received the first place award in the wood category for a spalted and curly red maple vessel at 
the 26th Biennial Exhibition of the Creative Craft Council in the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville 
Pike, North Bethesda.   This contemporary crafts exhibit is on display through July 7, 2007.  Take your 
spouse and you will both enjoy the exhibit.  Check for open hours at the mansion (not the music center) at 
www.strathmore.org/planyourvisit/hoursoperation.asp 

Clif Poodry teaches INTRODUCTION TO BOWL TURNING on July 28th at The Woodworkers Club, 4950 
Wyaconda Road, Rockville, MD.  Phone: 301-984-9033.  See:  www.woodworkersclub.com 

http://www.kellewoodturning.com
http://www.wonderfulwood.com
http://www.keithtompkins.net
http://www.mcal.petfinder.org
http://www.strathmore.org/planyourvisit/hoursoperation.asp
http://www.woodworkersclub.com


 

 

I sure appreciate David Fry stepping in on short notice to talk about his design 
considerations and turning techniques at the June meeting.  David is a MCW 
member and  professional turner, doing this on a part time basis when not 
writing, which is the major source of his income. 

Jimmy Clewes didnôt arrive for our meeting since he missed his plane in Las 
Vegas, NV, because the person expected to take him to the airport had a 
dead car battery.  Attempts to get on later planes were frustrated by American 
Airlines canceling three flights, so Jimmy also missed the Friday workshop he 
was scheduled to do at the Bryant Center for CAW.  He did arrive about 10:00 
PM Friday and demonstrated at the CAW meeting on Saturday, and was plan-
ning to return to Las Vegas.  I donôt fully understand his situation, but he is 
endeavoring to immigrate to the US under the exceptional talent program and  
has a family in England, but is spending a lot of time in the US and staying in 
a friendôs home near Las Vegas, which he uses as a base for his US travels. 

The noise competition we experienced at the Woodworkers Club in June will 
likely now be the norm there.  So we are looking for an alternative meeting 
space such as VisArts, the Rockville Senior Center, or a community center 
within 30 minutes driving time for most of our members.  As of this writing we 
have nothing pinned down.  Wherever we meet, there is likely to be a rental 
fee.  I hope the silent auction at meetings or other fund raiser provides the ad-
ditional funds we may need over our present annual membership fee. 

As MCW matures, I envision acquiring some equipment to supplement what 
may be available wherever we choose to meet..  We may find our demonstra-
tors working at a bench mounted lathe.  To facilitate that arrangement, I think 
we should be on the lookout for a free-standing sturdy woodworking bench 
that someone would be willing to donate or lend to MCW.  We would deal with 
storage at the place we meet.  Even better would be the donation or long-term 
loan of a full size lathe for use by demonstrators. 

My thanks to Clif Poodry for volunteering to work with me on an Exhibit Com-
mittee.  If someone else also volunteered, I failed to remember you.  I would 
still like another volunteer or two to help us.  We will be applying to display 
member work, probably beginning in 2008.  I hope many members will partici-
pate in these endeavors. So plan to finish some pieces that you will hold for 
display purposes.  If we do not have enough participation for a display oppor-
tunity, we may partner with Chesapeake Woodturners. 

Community Outreach - An Opportunity:  At Millie Shotôs request, I demon-
strated turning small bowls from 12:30 to 2:30 PM on June 27th on an indoor 
porch at the Strathmore Mansion (10701 Rockville Pike) for a tea group that 
meets there on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Millie, Art Director at the Man-
sion, likes to occasionally schedule craft or art demonstrations appropriate to 
programs or events scheduled at the Mansion.  In this case, the Creative Craft 
Council exhibit was up and I had pieces on display.  She would like to sched-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

ule other demonstrations by wood turners, which could be anything you specialize in such as pens and 
pencils, tree ornaments, hollow vessels, bowls, surface texturing, etc. This is an open invitation, which 
probably continues for as long as Millie continues working there.  If needed, I have a Jet mini lathe and 
work stand to mount it on, which you are welcome to borrow.  To schedule a demonstration date, call Mil-
lie Shot at 301-581-5146.  Leave a message if she does not answer.  Please let me know me know that 
you are scheduled or did a demonstration. 

The 2007 RESOURCE DIRECTORY  from AAW finally arrived in my mail box and is packed with informa-
tion, names, and resources for us.  Also with it, a bonus CD of snapshots from the 2006 National Sympo-
sium in Knoxville, KY.  Check it out. And if you are not yet an AAW member, see our Web site for the 
AAW link near the bottom of the home page. 

I look forward to seeing familiar as well as seldom seen faces at our July 12th meeting.  I hope you are 
getting in some turning time and enjoying the summer. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Exhibits  

Exhibit Opportunities  

1.  Turned wood no bigger than 5" in any dimension is welcomed at The 74th Annual International Exhibi-
tion of Fine Art in Miniature, November 19 - December 29, 2007, at Strathmore Mansion, North Bethesda, 
MD, sponsored by The Miniature Painters, Sculptors, & Gravers Society of Washington, DC.  Application 
fee for nonmembers is $25 with hand delivery, or $40 for mailed submissions, due by September 7th.  
Download a prospectus with instructions for  delivery from www.MPSGS.org.  Send inquiries to Nancy 
Still, 301-977-2190, or  nancy@miniartsupply.biz 

2.  The prospectus is available for Craft Forms 2007, a national juried craft-art exhibit sponsored by the 
Wayne Art Center in Wayne, PA (on the main line west of Philadelphia).  The juror this year is Mark Rich-
ard Leach, Founding Director and Chief Curator, Mint Museum of Craft + Design, Charlotte, NC.  With the 
exhibit open November 30, 2007 to February 1, 2008, applications are due by September 20, 2007.  The 
competition is substantial, but if you want exposure for your work and a good entry for your resume, do 
apply.  Download the prospectus from www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/CF07/pdf. 
 
3.  The 2007 DuPont Circle Fall Fine Arts and Crafts Festival is set for Saturday, October 27, 2007.   
While not a huge event, now in its fifth year, it is well supported by a high income community.  Last year 
they had 80 participating artists and over 2,000 attendees in this neighborhood.  For information or to re-
ceive a prospectus when available, send a note to Jonathan Mertz, at: dupontcirclefestival@yahoo.com.  

Be sure to see The Creative Crafts Council exhibition, in The Mansion at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville 
Pike, North Bethesda.  It is available through July 7, 2007, and has some wood pieces among the glass, 
ceramics, fiber, metal and other media. 

http://www.MPSGS.org
mailto:mailto:nancy@miniartsupply.biz
http://www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/CF07/pdf
mailto:mailto:dupontcirclefestival@yahoo.com


 

 

Where are you in your turning journey?   Looking for inspiration?    

I had a chance to watch the  Palmer Sharpless - The Johny Appleseed of 
Turning video which Phil Brown had recommended and what a treat!  Listen-
ing to Palmer Sharpless, David Ellsworth and Albert LeCoff gave me a closer 
understanding of the modern movement of turning.  Itôs interesting to fathom 
we are involved in something that, in one sense is thousands of years old, and 
in another, a movement that started during most of our lifetimes (well, some of 
you might have been a glimmer in your parents eyes).  We all are reaping the 
benefits of modern woodturning lathes, high speed steel, availability of the 
internet to help education and inform us and teachers and artisans that have 
pioneered the way for us such as Palmer, David and Albert. 

And how things tie together!  Just the other day, Phil sent us all a link to an 
International Turning Exchange blog called My Turn being produced by  
Lynne Yamaguchi, one of this yearôs residents.  In one of Lynneôs postings, 
she highlights their trip to the DC area to experience the collections of two of 
our local patrons, the Breslers and the Masons.  Just an example of how Al-
bert LeCoff continues to push forward the art and craft of turned objects. 

On another related front, I encourage you to check out the latest reports com-
ing out of this yearôs AAW Symposium that is winding down as I write this.  
Theyôve already posted some great ñeye candyò if you are looking for creative 
ideas.  In particular, there are two viewable and downloadable postings which 
together depict over 100 recent turned objects.  The Japanese Bowls A West-
ern Perspective shows the creative diversity even when over 40 artists start 
from the exact same roughed out Japanese bowl.  And Turning Green pro-
vides insight into the latest examples of our art as well.  I encourage you to 
check them out at:  http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2007/ 

And coming full circle, I just received my copy of the AAW Resource Directory 
2007.   Itôs a great source for locating member's contact information including 
our own chapter members, member websites, candidate demonstrators and a 
comprehensive listing of turning resources.  This year, a DVD highlighting last 
yearôs symposium activities was also included.   This is a great peek into what 
is coming our way next year with the symposium occurring in Richmond, VA.  
If youôve never been to an AAW symposium, the website postings and the 
DVD should be all it takes to whet your appetite! 

And lastly, check out the words from David Ellsworth in the second paragraph 
on page 31 of the AAW Resource Directory 2007 regarding guidance to the 
AAW Board.  Something for all of us, especially the officers and volunteers of 
MCW to strive for in helping our chapter to continue to grow and evolve.  
Weôve come a long way in just the first six months and encourage all mem-
berôs inputs and participation as we continue to spread our wings! 

Have a great and safe 4th of July!  

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 
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Member Name    Location  
Marshall Beck   Bethesda 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives with Craft Supplies USA! Just mention your 
club name and save, all year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members 
login button on their homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne 
accessed by clicking on the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right 
portion of the page. 
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David Fry  

Demo 

June Demonstration - David Fry  
(Gary Guenther and Doug Pearson) 

David Fry is a long-time profes-
sional woodturner and an MCW 
Member.  He has done both 
ñproductionò and artistic work.  
He has exhibited in a large 
number of galleries across the 
country ï his work is currently 
on display at the prestigious 
Sansar Gallery in Bethesda, 
MD.  David is one of the local 
artists whose work was recently 
shown at the Bethesda Library 
in conjunction with the exhibi-
tion of pieces from the prized 
Mason Collection.  Davidôs work 
with box elder was seen in the February 2003 issue of Fine Woodworking and 
is also highlighted in one of their current books on woodturning. 

We cannot thank David enough for volunteering at noon the day of the event 
to put on a Demonstration that evening, when we learned that Jimmy Clewes 
was not coming.  We truly appreciate it.  He brought with him an amazing se-
lection of so-called ñsecondsò (the likes of which most of us would be very 
proud to have turned) and pieces in progress so we could get an idea of the 
scope of his work. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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