
 

 

August Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, August 9, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda  

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, register your Show & Tell 
 item with Mike Collela. donate to the silent auction, bid 
 on a silent auction item, and meet fellow members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting, Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Dean Swaggert - Open Segmented Turning  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program  

Open segmented turning means that the piece has many segments glued up, 
as in ordinary segmented work, but there are open sections all throughout the 
form ('open' , meaning that you can see into the vessel.) Dean utilizes the 
methods found in  William Smithôs book, Segmented Wood Turning.  

Profile  

Dean has been turning off and on for about 15 
years. He also likes to build furniture.   He be-
longs to five different turning clubs. Dean likes to 
turn pieces with different shapes & design, 
something that is a challenge to make or deter-
mine how it was made. For the open segmented 
turning demo he will demonstrate tips and tech-
niques throughout the process. Dean will take us 
through the entire process starting with design & 
layout, and then moving through wood prepara-
tion, cutting segments, special positioning jig, 
indexing, gluing, turning, sanding & finishing.  

Dean Swaggert  

Demonstrator 

of  

Open  

Segmented 

Turning  
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Our July meeting, featuring Alan Leland, with an atten-
dance of 19 members and guests, went well.  There 
was no competing class or noisy equipment running as 
we experienced in June.  Special thanks to Clif Poodry 
for helping make the environment so pleasant. 

To provide maximum time for outside-paid demonstra-
tors, Iôve previously canceled Show & Tell, and most of 
the business meetings. However,  Show & Tell is a key 
way for us to see each otherôs work and to feel more 
connected as a community.  So I now propose that we 
resume conducting Show & Tell at each meeting, holding comments to a mini-
mum and limiting discussion time to 10 minutes when we do have an outside 
demonstrator.  This proposal has unanimous support from officers who com-
mented how Show & Tell gives us all something to aim for, it allows us to see 
what others are doing, how our work measures up, and is a prime way to get 
members to come forward and dialogue with others. 

We now have an exhibit committee of three - Clif Poodry, Hal Burdette, and 
myself.  I intend to start small with some exhibits in public library wall cases 
and encourage membership participation.  We are currently scheduled for a 
month-long exhibit at the Davis Library in January 2008 and the Potomac Li-
brary in July 2008.  In the more distant future, we could apply to art centers 
and small museums as well.   So, regardless of your experience level,  I hope 
each of you will plan to make and set aside work to exhibit.  This gives you a 
chance to evaluate your work in an exhibit setting and alongside your peers.  
In addition, seeing your work on display is bound to make you feel good. 

Iôm pleased that our mem-
bership continues to grow.  
Several people who have 
taken Clifôs classes are 
now members such as 
Genya Markon seated in 
the picture to the right. 

We have some outstanding 
demonstrators scheduled .  
I hope you can attend 
some of the remaining 
meetings this year.  And I 
hope your wood turning is 
going well. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
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No decisions or actions to report from Julyôs meeting. 

July Business Meeting Minutes  
Special points of 

interest:  

¶ YouTube Videos 

¶ Member Profile 
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Member Name    Location  
Elliot Schantz    Pembroke Pines FL 
    & Silver Spring, MD  

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives with Craft Supplies USA! Just mention your 
club name and save, all year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members 
login button on their homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne 
accessed by clicking on the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right 
portion of the page. 
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Mentor Program  (Donald Couchman) 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 

 

Lending Library (Clif Poodry) 

NOTICE 
 

Lending Library Contents now published and maintained 

on the MCW website under the Members -only password 

accessible section.   

Contact Doug Pearson if you need the password.  
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Editorôs  Viewpoint  (Bert Bleckwenn) 

With having additional time on my hands while recovering from my recent sur-

gery, Iôve been able to  explore  and check out additional turning resources.    

Iôm very happy to report that Iôm recovering well and will be returning to work 

on August 6th with absolutely no restrictions or long-term implications to my 

health or my turning activities! 

You will find the results of one of my explorations elsewhere in this newsletter 

which is a hot-linked collection of links to various YouTube turning related vid-

eos.   Most of them are short videos and hope that you take the opportunity to 

review at your leisure. 

I have also started to make shop visits to some of our members. Armed with a 

digital camera, digital audio recorder, and notebook Iôm having a blast learning 

about fellow member turners.  I love to see the various innovations members 

have come up with to solve particular problems.  Equally interesting are the 

stories of each memberôs journey with turning which are quite fascinating.   Iôm 

seeing and discovering all kinds of  both new and vintage machines, tools and 

ideas.   Starting with this newsletter, Iôll share highlights of a member shop 

tour or two and will continue in future newsletters highlighting additional mem-

bers.  I hope you will find these as interesting as I have  along with building 

our camaraderie.   

Thanks to Eliot Feldman and Don Couchman for inviting me into their shops 

for this months Shop Tour and resulting Member Profile that you will find later 

in this newsletter. 

Iôm randomly reaching out to members, but I would encourage you to give me 

a call about having me make a visit to your shop, especially, if you happen to 

be retired or free during the daytime next week (July 30th through August 3rd) 

while Iôm still off work. 

Don Couchman 

Eliot Feldman 

Member Profiles  



 

 

MCW Web Site Update (Doug Pearson) 
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Group Buys  (Arthur Mensch) 

If you have any suggestions for types of  items (sandpaper, superglue, log sealer, etc.) that you would be 
interested in that is not available through the Woodworkerôs Club, please let Art Mensch know. 

Silent Auction (Doug Pearson) 

We continue to have a good turnout for Silent Auction items.  I would encourage others to bring some of 
those extra logs or chunks of wood that you donôt think youôll get around to using.  Or, if you have a tool or  
supplies you no longer use, these are welcome as well.  On behalf of MCW, I thank you for participating in 
the silent auction. 

The MCW bank balance currently stands at $1,017.54. 

Treasurerôs Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

Doug continues to fine tune our MCW website.  
Recently, he has migrated our Lending Library 
inventory to the members-only section of the 
website and continues to enhance the Links 
section. 

Here are some interesting website usage sta-
tistics which shows a typical weeks worth of 
accesses to the MCW website.  A world map 
shows where people are located who access 
our site as well.  Interesting that we are experi-
encing some exposure outside of the DC area. 

 



 

 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

From July 11 through August 11, 2007,  David Jacobowitz , 
Stuart Glickman , and Phil Brown  have one piece each in the 
Senior Artist Alliance exhibit at the Blackrock Center for the Arts 
in Germantown, MD.   

Phil Brown , David Jacobowitz , and Ed Karch  have pieces in 
the Capital Area Woodturners exhibit at The Artisans Center of 
Virginia in Waynesboro, which is up during the prime tourist 
season from July 19 through September 5, 2007.  Mike Vore 
captures pictures  which are posted at:  http://mike-in-
columbia.smugmug.com/
gallery/3199155/1/176329369#176329369.  (password is caw)  

Eliot Feldman  attended the Yankee Woodturning Symposium 
in Middletown, CT,  June 1-3, 2007, and later took David Ells-
worthôs three-day class at Davidôs Bucks County studio.  While  
at the symposium Eliot recruited several possible demonstra-
tors for our club as well.  Good going Eliot! 

Clif Poodry  teaches ADVANCED BOWL TURNING on August 
25 and 26th, and INTRODUCTION to BOWL TURNING 
on September 29th at The Woodworkers Club, 4950 
Wyaconda Road, Rockville, MD.  Phone: 301-984-9033.  
See:  www.woodworkersclub.com 

Clif Poodry attending the 2007 AAW Symposium  and got some great pictures 
of a variety of turned objects at the Instant Gallery. 
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I had the opportunity to support Clif Poodry as a class assistant  when he 
taught the most recent class of Introduction to Bowl Turning at the Woodwork-
ers Club this past weekend and found the experience very rewarding to his 
students as well as myself.    

Clifôôs teaching style is very friendly and putôs the student at ease.  He stresses 
the necessary safety points and reinforces them as needed without creating 
any air of intimidation for the students.   He allows each student to proceed at 
their own pace and fosters a very enjoyable experience for each student. 

The students were guided through all the basic steps of bowl turning from ini-
tial mounting to final base creation all the while developing a basic level of skill 
with the bowl gouge. With a maximum of six students, each receive a high 
level of individual attention.  Each student walked away with a successfully 
turned bowl, proud of their accomplishment and wanting to turn more.   

I had the opportunity to hand out MCW brochures as well and hopefully en-
couraged the students to consider attending an MCW meeting or joining MCW 
in order to enhance their continued journey into the wonderful world of turning. 

I would highly recommend signing up for any of Clifôs future turning classes at 
the Woodworkers Club.  

Clif Poodry Teaches Introduction to Bowl Turning  
(Bert Bleckwenn) 
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