
 

 

October Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, October 11, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda  

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, register your Show & Tell 
 item with Mike Collela, donate to the silent auction, bid 
 on a silent auction item, and meet fellow members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting, Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Brian Butters -  
   Turning Christmas ornaments with eccentric icicles  

   ($10 Fee applies to this session)  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Brian Butters - Profile  

dilettante  - An amateur or dabbler; especially, one 
who follows an art or a branch of knowledge spo-
radically, superficially, or for amusement only or an 
admirer or lover of the fine arts. From the Italian de-
littare, "to delight," from Latin delectare, "to delight".    
This is how Brian starts to describe himself within 
his Artist Statement on his web site.  But he then 
goes on to describe that during the Italian Renais-
sance it had a different connotation. It implied an 
interest in all things, the arts and the sciences, and 
it was used as a compliment, to refer to someone 
who delighted in new knowledge.    
The Renaissance view of ñdilettanteò paints a good 
image of Brian's approach to turning and is a good 
lead in to his wide variety of turned objects depicted 
in his gallery.   Check out his web site 
 http://www.butterwood.biz which provides a  broad 
view of his interests and capabilities.  Plan to have 
a delightful time when he demonstrates  eccentric 
icicle turning techniques at our next meeting. 
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Time seems to fly by, and in a few months MCW will be completing its first 
year.  Thinking about next year, I want to hold an election of officers in De-
cember.  I asked David Jacobowitz to speak with each officer about their will-
ingness to continue serving next year, and to solicit nominees to replace any-
one who would like to step down.  If you are interested in being an officer next 
year or in a future year, please talk with David at a meeting or by phone, 301-
530-7685. 

The out-of-town demonstrators we have coming this fall and next year need 
the generosity of members to host them during their stay here, usually for one 
night.  If you would like to host a particular person or make an open offer to 
host once, please tell Eliot Feldman. 

Bert is preparing and pulling together a lot of good material for our newsletter.  
I hope you have a chance to read it over.  Since I have a hard time with 
names, and frequently have other things on my mind during a meeting, I par-
ticularly appreciate the pictures with names. 

Due to the high cost of color copies and postage for the newsletter, we are 
anticipating no hard copy service to members in 2008, and do not plan to offer 
the service even at a higher membership fee.  This cuts out one member who 
does not have a computer in his household or local access to a computer.  
Possibly we have a member who could print the newsletter who would be will-
ing to lend their copy for a week in a mail exchange.  Or, if you have another 
solution for us, I would like to hear it. 

VisArts is looking for wood working and wood turning course instructors to be-
gin classes after their wood shop/studio opening, expected October 15th (Iôm 
betting for a later opening date).  They are starting from scratch, and welcome 
any proposal you may wish to make.  I  made a proposal for a two-session 
basic wood turning course.  However since their small staff is so busy prepar-
ing the new facility to open, they have not responded to me.  While my sub-
mission may not be a good model, I have shared it with several other people 
in hopes they would be encouraged to make a proposal.  If you are interested 
in teaching, I would be happy to share the same materials. 

Four of us have offered to design and build 
a turning tool storage cabinet for the Vis-
Arts wood shop, but as of this writing we 
have not done more than talk about what 
might be built.  After looking closely at the 
wall cabinet at the Bryant Center wood 
shop which is depicted to the right, I think 
a similar version would work well.  Weôve 
also reviewed pictures of storage tech-
niques used at Arrowmont and the John 
Campbell School as a possible design 
source.  By meeting time, there may be 
more to report. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

I am looking forward to seeing the VisArts space during the opening on September 30th.  I expect several 
other MCW members will also attend.   Among other things, I am interested in their exhibit space.  If our 
public library exhibits go well with good participation, we will be on our way to applying in future years for 
exhibits in a gallery setting like the space VisArts manages.  Meantime, they will be operating a retail shop 
on the first floor of the building, and would like to secure wood items, including turned wood.  If you are 
interested in offering your work, contact Debbie Moser for an appointment to show her available work at 
execdirector@visartscenter.org.  Also suggest you bookmark their web site, www.visartscenter.org 

(Continued from page 2) 
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News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Class:  Clif Poodry teaches ADVANCED BOWL TURNING on October 27th and 28th at The Woodwork-
ers Club, 4950 Wyaconda Road, Rockville, MD. Phone: 301-984-9033.  See: www.woodworkersclub.com 

Lending Library  New Additions (Clif Poodry) 

The standing library inventory is now located on the MCW web site under the members-only section.  No 
new additions to report.  Remember to contact Clif prior to meeting if you want him to bring a library item. 

Chesapeake Woodturners turned belaying pins for the USS Constellation, and Fox did a video on the pro-
ject.  To review the video, use the link below, and scroll down the Video List for the Turning Time entry in 
the right hand column.  http://www.foxbaltimore.com/players/news/cover_story/video.shtml 

Belaying Pins for the USS Constellation (Phil Brown) 

The MCW bank balance currently stands at $984.52. 

Treasurerôs Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

Silent Auction (Gary Guenther) 

Thanks to those who brought items for the Silent Auction.  Iôm sure Clif, the winning  
bidder, will be able to do justice to that big hunk of burly maple.   We look forward to 
seeing the results at a future S&T.   

As a result of your generous bids, $51 was added to the MCW treasury.  Your con-
tinuing participation is encouraged ï please keep bringing items in.   

AAW Member Login (Phil Brown) 
The AAW website has a Members Only section where you can review and edit your account information, 

renew your membership, search the AAW membership directory (which includes new members since the 

directory was published), and vote for board members.  To get a pass word, you simply enter the email 

address you provided when you last renewed or joined, and you will be sent a password and your mem-

bership number.  That number is also in your address label on the quarterly Journal.   

Go to:   http://woodturner.org/member/MemberLogOn.asp 

mailto:mailto:execdirector@visartscenter.org
http://www.visartscenter.org
http://www.woodworkersclub.com
http://www.foxbaltimore.com/players/news/cover_story/video.shtml
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Editorôs  Viewpoint  (Bert Bleckwenn) 

Putting two & two together.   As I was extracting information from Brian But-
terôs web site, I was feeling a little d®j¨ vu. Sure enough, once I discovered he 
had been an exhibitor at the Bethesda Fine Arts Festival this past May, I 
checked my personal turning journal (titled ñTurnings & Learningsò) and dis-
covered his business card next to several others that I had picked up while 
strolling through the festival.   I fondly remember having several conversations 
with four different turning artists at the festival, and once I meet him at our 
next meeting, it will surely come back full circle. 

Itôs amazing how much I find myself capturing information in my personal turn-
ing journal and referring back to it.   I started the journal in 2000 when I de-
cided to get more focused on turning and just prior to joining CAW in June  
and attending my first AAW national symposium in July in Charlotte, NC.   

I use the journal to capture all kinds of ideas and sources of information.  
Notes from two subsequent AAW symposiums, three different Colonial Wil-
liamsburgðFine Working Symposiums, classes at Arrowmont, and CAW 
meetings  are sprawled across the pages.   Most notably now are notes from 
our own MCW meetings starting with our January 4th club formation meeting 
with 27 members.  Once again, a reminder to say THANK YOU to Phil for or-
chestrating the startup and the continued nurturing of our chapter! 

I find the journal entries continue to amuse, excite and challenge me.   As an 
example, one quote by David Lancaster at the July 2000 AAW National Sym-
posium stands out: ñOnly one cut counts!.... The last one!ò   Last monthôs title 
for a turning incorporating natureôs imperfection by Richard Webster got an 
entry into the journal with his ñWabi Sabiò title for the turning.  

Other entries also remind me how giving turners are.  It must be something in 
our DNA.  My pages are filled with techniques and guidance from many of the 
major-league turners as well as our own chapter members.  In all my vast ex-
periences in working with companies, institutions and other organizations, Iôm 
hard-pressed to find such a sharing paradigm. I believe our own continuation 
of this philosophy will be the foundation for our ongoing success and camara-
derie. 

I walked into Sansar this past week and noticed that Eliot Feldman appears to 
have significantly expanded his presence from a few months ago along side 
Phil Brown and David Fryôs turnings.  We are fortunate to have so many ac-
complished and professional turners in our chapter.   I also keep monitoring 
the continuing growth of Pat Taylorôs accomplishments through his website 
additions - Beads and Coves.  Patôs starting to move into surface decoration 
with an exploration into wood burning surfaces. 

Turnings  

& 

Learnings  

 

 

Bert A. Bleckwenn  

http://www.beadsandcoves.com/

