
 

 

December Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, December 6, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda  

6:45 -7:00 PM - Bring a chair, get a name  tag, register your Show & 
                                 Tell item with Mike Collela. donate to the silent auction, 
                                  bid on a silent auction item, and meet fellow  
   members. 
                              - Collect items & forms for Davis Library Display  
                                 (form on page 15) 
 - Membership Renewals ($20.00) 

7:00 - 7:15 PM - 2008 MCW Officer Elections 
                               - Brief business meeting 
 - Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Don Couchman -  Turning Pens  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program  

Don Couchman - Turning Pens  

Biography :  See a profile of Don that was published in our August, 2007 
MCW Newsletter which can be found at:   MCW Newsletter - August 2007 
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I believe Bill Grumbineôs demonstration at the November meeting was the first 
we have had on use of the skew.  The demo was very detailed, and those in 
attendance paid close attention and seemed to really enjoy it.  So my thanks 
to Eliot for again booking an excellent turner. 

On the Friday morning after our meeting, Bill woke with a lot of chest pain and 
thought he was having a heart attack.  After some medical consultations, it 
was determined that it was probably an allergic reaction.  This reaction was 
probably due to the substantial amount of dust in the shop air on Thursday 
evening when we arrived for our meeting.  In the future I will pay more atten-
tion to air quality and to whether the air cleaners should be turned on despite 
the competing noise.  As a personal precaution, leave home with a dust mask 
in your pocket, and donôt feel shy about wearing it during our meeting if the 
shop air seems dirty. 

At our December 6th meeting we will hold an election of officers for the 2008 
calendar year.  In preparation for this, Dave Jacabowitz contacted current offi-
cers about willingness to continue, and all are willing.  While no other mem-
bers volunteered to be on the ballet this round; I hope that is not the case for 
2009, since we will then have some turnover. 

We have a MCW exhibit coming up at the Davis Public Library in January 
2008.  I hope you will participate by lending one or two of your pieces in De-
cember for this display.  See the information form elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Gary recently granted a request to re-use material from the MCW website to 
Les Dawson, newsletter editor of the Seattle Chapter, AAW, who ñfound some 
good information from you on your tips page of your websiteò.  Gary appreci-
ates being appreciated. 

Do put the AAW Symposium dates of June 20-22, 2008 on your calendar.  
Being held in Richmond, this will be the closest location to us for many years.   
The Banquet and Auction on Saturday night, the 21st, is a highlight of the 
Symposium.  Since the hall in which it will be held only holds 1,700 people, 
tickets for it will be sold separately from the registration.  So once registration 
is available, you should not delay in registering and getting your banquet 
ticket.  While this banquet and auction size may seem large, there were more 
people at the Louisville, KY banquet two years ago, about 2,400.  The room 
there was really large, and with large screens for pictures, a good sound sys-
tem, and lots of spotters, that auction went well. 

I hope your wood turning and the upcoming holiday season are a joy for you. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
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(no new members to report) 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives with Craft Supplies USA! Just mention your 
club name and save, all year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members 
login button on their homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne 
accessed by clicking on the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right 
portion of the page. 
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Editorôs  Viewpoint  (Bert Bleckwenn) 

Recently, I had a chance to test out one 
of Beallôs Spindle Taps (1ò x 8 tpi) by cre-
ating a couple of remountable faceplate 
disks, one made out of 2ò maple and the 
second out of  two 3/4ò glued-up MDF 
boards resulting in 6ò disks.   

During the process I discovered that you 
need to either leave a 1/4ò inside tenon 
(see the maple example) or add a 
washer or bushing (see the MDF exam-
ple) as my latheôs (Jet VS Mini-Lathe) headstock is not fully threaded.  When 
drilling the hole to receive the tap, you also need to drill the hole at least 3/8ò 
deeper as the tap does not cut threads to the bottom.   

Tapping the holes was  easy by drilling a 7/8ò hole with a Forstner bit.  I then 
mounted the tap in my chuck (the inside portions of the jaws gripped well) and 
hand cranked/tapped the disks while keeping pressure on the disk by simulta-
neously cranking the tailstock against the disk. This process produced very 
workable threads. 

I was able to put the maple disk to work immediately as a resizable jam chuck 
for a small bowl made from one of Phil Brownôs silent auction donations. I 
think I will find several uses for these tapped disks and will make up several of 
different sizes to keep on hand.   

I made the MDF one just to experiment with MDF in order to see if the MDF 
will adequately maintain usable threads.  I plan to make 4-5 different shaped 
MDF disks to use with various polishing compounds and leather facings for 
polishing/stropping of turning and carving tools.  If the MDF doesnôt hold up, 
Iôll just mount, glue and tap a small maple disk to the MDF.   

If interested, you can purchase both 1ò x8 tpi or 1-1/4ò x 8 tpi taps from Wood-
craft or go to Beallôs website as they also carry a 33mm tap. 

I have also been able to upgrade my Jet VS Mini-Lathe recently by adding a 
reversing capability to it without much effort  and cost (less than $10.00).  
Catch my article later in this issue detailing how to accomplish this.    

You will have to wait for my first experience in forgetting about thread direction 
when I inadvertently reverse one of my tapped disks above with my new 
ñReverseò gear shift!  I just hope I donôt do it with my chuck. 

Future Planned Meeting Programs (Eliot Feldman) 

January 10th  Bob Frey  Natural Edged Bowls  

Beall Web site  

Woodcraft web site  

http://www.bealltool.com/products/turning/spindletap.php
http://www.bealltool.com/products/turning/spindletap.php
http://www.woodcraft.com/family.aspx?familyid=20109


 

 

Volume 2007, Issue 12 Page 5 

AAW Membership Drive (Phil Brown) 

MCW is a local chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), but not all MCW members 
belong to AAW. To encourage more AAW participation, AAW is offering an incentive to any local chapter 
member who signs up existing or new MCW members to also join AAW.   

Any member who signs up 5 new AAW members by Dec. 31, 2007 will receive a free registration to the 
AAW Symposium in Richmond VA, to be held June 20 ï 22, 2008.  A new member signing up in 2007 will 
receive all four 2007 issues of the American Woodturner journal.  A new member signing up in 2007 may 
elect to have his/her membership begin in Jan. 2008 and still have that membership count towards the 
sponsorôs total.  If a chapter member signs up 5 new AAW members, please inform Larry Genender, 
Chairman of the Chapters and Membership Committee, (email: Lgenender@aol.com) of the names of the 
persons that were signed up and he will arrange for a free Symposium registration. 

Lending Library  New Additions (Clif Poodry) 

The standing library inventory is located on the MCW web site under the members-only section. 

I recently completed a 5 d̀ay workshop with Mike Mahoney and Kirk DeHeer at Craft Supplies in Provo 
Utah, and want to tell you about it.  With 2 full-time instructors in the classroom, all eleven students got 
plenty of attention.  The routine was to watch Mike's demo, grab a blank, turn your best copy, and repeat 
this process.  The projects were as follows: basic green bowl, Calabash bowl,  McNaughton coring, bowl 
set, hollow form, box, and platter, along with lots of sharpening.  Mike is a free-hand sharpener, and Kirk 
is a jig sharpener for the benefit of students.  I have become much quicker at the grinder, and now 
sharpen more often. 

Craft Supplies runs over 30 classes a year, and the classroom Dale Nish created runs like a well-oiled 
lathe.  Turning blanks were plentiful and perfectly round.  I was surprised to find 4 men running a large 
wood blank operation with 3 huge bandsaws to support the classroom and catalog sales.  The hollow 
form, box, and platter blanks were seasoned.  I also finished the turning on a roughed-out cherry bowl that 
I had taken to the workshop.  I took all my bowl gouges so that they would come home with the classroom 
grinds.  The class was a bowl turner's paradise.  A tour of Mike Mahoney's orchard, garden, kitchen, dry-
ing room, shipping room, and workshop was an added bonus. 

Workshop Experience in Utah (Bob Stroman) 

Group Buys  (Arthur Mensch) 

After our November meeting, 19 members were signed up for the Hartville Tool discount program de-
scribed on page 15 of the October newsletter.  We need a minimum of 20 members signed up to partici-
pate in their 20 percent discount program.  Call or email Art if you would like to be added to the list. 

Chesapeake Woodturners Participation in Quiet Waters Show  (Phil Brown) 

Hereôs a representation of participation by our sister chapter, the Chesapeake Woodturners in a recent 

show.  They appear to have a much higher proportion of the membership interested in showing and selling 

their work as contrasted to MCW or CAW.  Take a look:  
 http://friendsofquietwaterspark.org/arts_current_exhibition.html 

mailto:mailto:Lgenender@aol.com
http://friendsofquietwaterspark.org/arts_current_exhibition.html


 

 

November Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

MCW President Phil Brown invited participants to get a name tag, introduce 
themselves to someone they didnôt already know, and to take their Show & 
Tell pieces to Mike Colella to be recorded and photographed.  18 people at-
tended the November meeting.  Silent Auction and Show & Tell tables were 
set up.  Treasurer Doug Pearson collected the $10 fees for Bill Grumbineôs 
excellent demo.  In Clif Poodryôs absence, Bert Bleckwenn handled the video 
library.  This is an excellent resource from which you can benefit. 

An exhibit of our turned work is scheduled for the Davis Public Library in Janu-
ary.  Phil hopes that most of you will participate by lending 1 or 2 pieces at the 
upcoming December meeting.  See page 15 for the submission form.  This is 
a new event for us and we would like to encourage your support. 

We need just one more signature to permit us to be able to participate in the 
Hartville Tool discount program.  A sign-up sheet will be on a table at the De-
cember meeting.  If you havenôt signed up, please consider doing this as a 
service to the Club to help the Members who have already signed up.  Partici-
pants will receive a 20% discount on tool purchases the first year and 15% 
thereafter.  Your purchases should be made directly with Hartville. The 162-
page Hartville Tool catalog is for wood workers, with some sections specifi-
cally on wood turning and carving.  Their website is www.hartvilletool.com. If 
you would like to be included in the Hartville Tool discount program and were 
not able to attend the meeting, please email a message to Art Mensch at ja-
mensch@aol.com right away. 

Donôt forget to put the AAW National Symposium on your calendar!  It will be 
held in Richmond on June 20 2̀2, 2008, and organizational activities have be-
gun.  The national Symposium is a very exciting event, and it will never be any 
closer.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to plan to attend and to consider do-
nating a few hours of time on a committee.   

Bob Stroman officiated the 
Show & Tell period.  A nice 
selection of diverse, inter-
esting, and finely done 
pieces was presented and 
discussed.  This is always 
one of my favorite parts of 
the meeting.  Please bring 
your work, completed or in-
progress, to the December 
meeting. 

Phil brought a number of beautifully prepared half logs of apple, pignut hick-
ory, and dogwood, as well as a beautiful hunk of walnut for the Silent Auction.  
Lucky members took home some very nice wood,  and your Club treasury 
benefited $38.  Phil is working very hard to keep this important feature of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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