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June 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda  Bring finished pieces and forms  

for Potomac Library exhibit.  

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item 

with Richard Webster, donate to the Silent Auction, bid on a 

Silent-Auction item, check out the Lending Library videos, 

and meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Ed Karch - Wood Identification  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent-Auction items, pack up, put 

the space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Ed Karch  

Ed Karch - Wood Identification - You have all seen Ed at meetings with 

his basket of wood ID materials, ready to help anyone with a question.  He 

also has an excellent web site on this topic at www.karch.com/idwood.htm.  

Now we will have the pleasure of having Ed show us how to do it.   

Edôs work may be seen at Top Drawer Gallery in old-town Berea Kentucky 

and Windrush Gallery in Fairfax Virginia. Ed has been working wood forever 

but has only been turning for three years.  

Check out Edôs website known as the Big Yellow Cat Turnery at: 

http://www.bycturnery.com/.   Ed can be reached at: ed@bycturnery.com 

 

REMINDER:  The June meeting will revert to our standard format and loca-
tion.  Please bring your work for Show & Tell and any unneeded wood to do-
nate to the Silent Auction. 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://www.karch.com/idwood.htm
http://www.bycturnery.com/
mailto:ed@bycturnery.com
http://www.bycturnery.com/
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Our May visit to the Kaplan home and collection was a wonderful feast for 
the eyes and imagination with so many outstanding pieces.  Each succes-
sive pass through a room provided new views that had not registered the 
first time.  I was glad to see a number of spouses join their turners for the 
tour.  While we had a nice crowd, members who did not take advantage of 
this special opportunity missed a great experience. 

Please remember to select pieces for our ex-
hibit in the Potomac Public Library  in July.  
Pieces of all sizes are welcome and needed, 
and should be brought to our June meeting. 
Any pieces we cannot fit into the display case 
will be returned at the July meeting, and the  
exhibited pieces will be returned at the August 
meeting. 

 

 

Mike Colella has generously invited us to his back yard 
for a picnic on September 20th.  Iôm looking forward to 
this event and hope we can make it an annual affair. 

 

 

I dropped in at VisArts over the Memorial Day 
weekend.  In the wood studio, it  looks like most of 
the planned equipment is in place, and installation 
work is continuing in preparation for the start of 
classes.  In addition, the large Powermatic lathe 
from the Marshall Jacobs estate is there.  Two 
lathes are mounted on floor stands, and four others 
are mounted on boards that can be moved to 
benches for use.  Their summer course catalog 
(www.visartscenter.org/pdfs/ElectronicCatalog_Spring08.pdf) 
offers spindle and pen-making courses starting in 
June. 

While I wanted to at the time, I wasnôt able to attend the 
organization meeting of the American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW) at Arrowmont in 1985.  While I joined 
soon thereafter (AAW Member #105), and prompted by my 
volunteering exercise of creating maps for the Resource 
Directory every year since 1992, I have watched continu-
ing improvements and growth ever since.  When the AAW 
RESOURCE DIRECTORY 2008 arrived recently, I was 
thumbing through the opening pages, reading descriptions 
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Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

of some honorary lifetime members, and dwelled on the description about Mary Lacer on 
page 8 (2006 AAW Lifetime Membership Award recipient).  Of all the people who have 
contributed so much to the development of AAW, I continue to think that Mary was the 
most critical and valuable, overcoming administrative obstacles, working unceasingly (so it 
seemed), motivated by a vision of what she knew AAW could become, and staying pro-
ductively involved ever since.  She will be in Richmond, probably around the registration 
tables or sales counter.  Make a point of meeting her and telling her you are glad she is 
there and still involved. 

At each AAW conference, there is a chapters meeting (MCW is a chapter of AAW).  This is a nice chance 
to meet other chapter representatives, and to discuss topics and issues of interest to our chapter.  So if 
you enjoy feeling connected and involved, join the meeting on Saturday, June 21st, at 9:45 AM in room B 
15a.  If you think of a topic I should bring to their attention, please call me or send me a note. 

Donôt forget that registration cost for the AAW Symposium in Richmond goes up by another $20 on June 
2nd.  If you have to work on Friday, June 20th, drive to Richmond early on the 21st and take in the re-
maining demonstrations and exhibits on Saturday and Sunday.  The Spring 2008 American Woodturner 
journal has a registration form, or you can register online at:  www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2008/ .  You 
can also register for the day when you arrive.  By registering in advance, you are given the demonstrator 
schedule to review in advance of your arrival. 

Symposium committees still need more volunteers, particularly to direct video cameras during the demon-
strations.  Committees such as Registration, AAW Product Sales, and the Instant Gallery need many vol-
unteers.  The Instant Gallery especially needs help during the Thursday registration period, 2:30 pm to 
7:00 pm, when most turners are submitting their pieces.  Please plan to give an hour or two of your time in 
some way.  A list of committee teams was in our March MCW newsletter and is found on our web site 
Home Page by clicking on Symposium Team Leaders.  To volunteer, select a committee and call or e-
mail the team leader.  If your spouse is willing, his or her help would also be most welcome.  Let me know 
that you volunteered so you can be recognized in American Woodturner. 

Other special features at this Richmond Symposium and a new enhancement to the AAW web site are 
mentioned in the May 2008 AAW Board Message found on page 24 of this Newsletter.  Also see special 
Symposium tips and details on Symposium events on pages 18 and 22-23.   

(Continued from page 2) 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Stuart Glickman was among the attendees from the Senior Artist Alliance, pictured on their web site home 
page, http://seniorartistsalliance.org/default.aspx, when the group received the First Annual Maryland 
Governor's Leadership in Aging visual arts group award. presented by Governor O'Malley on May 13th.  
Stuart is web master for the SAA site. 

David Fry again served as Juror for selection of pieces by Chesapeake Woodturners members for their 
show at the Maryland Federation of Art State Circle Gallery.   You can read Davidôs show description, ñA 
Touch of Alchemyò, at www.chesapeakewoodturners.com/mfa/ 

David Jacobowitz and Jerry Kaplan each had a turned piece in ñA Lifetime of Perspective: Art by Older 
Adultsò at the Jewish Community Center in Rockville, May 18-30, 2008. 

Phil Brown will demonstrate turning at the 4th grade Colonial Fair at Arcola Elementary School in Silver 
Spring on June 4th. 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2008/
http://seniorartistsalliance.org/default.aspx
http://www.chesapeakewoodturners.com/mfa/
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Other Local AAW Chapter Happenings (Phil Brown) 

Chesapeake Woodturners has identified that a large 

Copper Beech tree is to be brought down soon at a 

church site on Route 236 in Fairfax, VA.  The church is 

asking for a turned object, in return for the wood, that 

will be sold at auction to offset the removal expenses.  

Phil Brown has experience in spalting beech so this 

might be an opportunity to try something different.  Perhaps a couple mem-

bers could harvest several pieces on behalf of our club, place it in the Silent 

Auction, and turn a piece or two for the church.   Give Phil a call, if inter-

ested, and check out the details at their web site posting: 

http://www.chesapeakewoodturners.com/beech.htm 

Our CAW members will recognize C.A. Savoy on page 30 of the Summer 

2008 issue of American Woodturner.  He has coordinated the collaborative 

work of members from CAW, along with Hank Cloutier from the Northern 

Virginia Carvers, in an ongoing endeavor, so far making 80 Eagle Head 

canes for our wounded warriors from Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Wood Source - This came from CAW member Christine Zender and was 

forwarded on by C.A. Savoy from CAW: 

ñI found a good source of free wood.  I called Fairfax Count government and 

they have a contract with a tree service to remove trees in Fairfax County.  

The company is called J L Tree Service.  I spoke to the owner, John Lewett, 

and he said they have lots of different wood at their shop every day.  He is 

happy to let any woodturner have wood for 

free.  He said we can come to his shop to pick 

it up or they will deliver for a charge.  He said 

they typically bring the logs back to the shop to 

mulch or dispose of.   I asked him if I could let 

the CAW know for anyone who might need 

some wood, and he said yes because they 

have to pay to dispose of it anyway, and it 

helps them out to have us take wood away.  

He said you can contact him via his website, 

or go to the shop during business hours to get wood.  The address is 9420 

Mathy Drive, Fairfax, 22031.  His number is 703-929-1777.  He also said he 

currently works with other various wood artists in the area to supply them 

wood.  The website is:  http://www.jltree.com/index.html ò 

 

Our current balance is $2477.54. 

Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

http://www.chesapeakewoodturners.com/beech.htm
http://www.jltree.com/index.html

