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July 2008

Next Meeting and Demonstration  (Eliot Feldman)

The next meeting will be:

Date:
Time:

Location:

Agenda
6:45 -7:00 PM

7:00-7:15PM

7:15 - 8:50 PM

8:50 - 9:00 PM

Demonstration

Thursday, July 10, 2008
7:00-9:00 PM

Woodworkers Club
4950 Wyaconda Road
Rockville, MD 20853
(301) 984-9033

Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item
with Richard Webster, donate to the silent auction, bid on a
silent auction item, check out the Lending Library videos,
and meet other members.

Business Meeting and Show & Tell

Program: Stuart Batty - Turning a Bowl with Gouge Only
(Please note: $10 demo fee)

Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put
the lathe and space back in order.

- Stuart Batty - Turning a Bowl with Gouge Only

Stuart is, quite simply, one of the most famous woodturners and educators

in the world today. He is a third-generation turner who does all his work on

the lathe and is known for his winged bowls, his impossibly-tall, thin goblets,
and a variety of interesting boxes, among other things.

For his demonstration, Stuart will turn a bowl with only the use of gouges.
No scrapers! This should encourage all of us to seek more proficiency with
our own gouges.

See a detailed profile of Stuart on pages 6-7 in this issue.

Stuart has a basic website presence at http://www.stubatty.com. He can
be reached at: stu@stubatty.com
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|l 6m pleased that over 30 percent of ou
days of the AAW Symposium in Richmond on June 20-22. The Symposium

was a good experience for me and all those | have talked with. Prior to the

start of the Symposium, | was able to volunteer with collating and stuffing

registration materials into packets, which was an interesting behind-the-

scenes event that provided new acquain
administrative talent at work (Eunice Winn). Helping with the Instant Gallery

at the start of the Symposium also helped focus my attention on displayed

pieces and the auction.

| am delighted to have joined our Web Master, Newsletter Editor, and Secre-
tary on stage Saturday night to receive their awards from the web site and
newsletter competitions. What an ego trip - a great feeling of announcing to
the turning world that we are among our peers.

The silent and live auctions raised funds for the Educational Opportunity
Grant (EOG) program conducted by AAW. The auctions grossed over
$63,000, but after paying those turners who offered their work at wholesale,
the net will still be in the mid 40's.

An event organized by and benefitting POP
(Professional Opportunit
Sphered exhibit and cat a
outstanding and exciting to see. Beginning with a
silent auction during the exhibit, all pieces were sold
in a live auction on Sunday, which grossed about
$80,000. Thus the Sphere Exhibit generated more
excitement than the live auction at the banquet Sat-
urday night. Both auctions substantially benefitted
from the presence of one particular collector/buyer.

The Youth Program was active and successful with kids working under su-

pervision on 25 Jet mini-lathes on Friday and Saturday. Observing this ac-

tivity encourages me to consider if MCW might eventually find a way for

some of our members to offer local exposure to wood turning for kids as

wel | . AAW6s EOG program might be util]
equipment, if some of our members were to take up this endeavor. Please

let me know if you would be interested in getting involved in promoting turn-

ing with our youth and/or if you know of a public or private school which we

could approach as well.

While AAW has never had a claim under their liability insurance program for
Chapter-sponsored events, | became aware that it would be appropriate for

us to create more documentation behind our Mentor Program and any MCW
sponsored demonstrations. Based on the AAW Symposium liability discus-
sion, | will give further attention to
issues and exposures.

Il 6m glad to report that at the Symposi

require any new local Chapter to have all members also be AAW members
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

was resoundingly shot down. While those of our members who are not AAW members are missing a big
wood turning resource, | expect we would have a smaller group if we required everyone to pay $45 for
AAW membership in addition to our $20 MCW membership fee and occasional demonstrator fees.

Our club exhibit at the Potomac Public Library should be ready for viewing on July 1st. Exhibitors at the
Potomac Library include Tim Aley, Phil Brown, Don Couchman, David Fry, Gary Guenther, David Jaco-
bowitz, Doug Pearson, Richard Webster, and Illya Zavorin.

Pl ease join us for the July meeting for Stuart Batt)

Conferences & Events (Phil Brown)

ARROWMONT CLASSES

In addition to their classes in July and August, the Arrowmont catalog for fall classes is out with the follow-
ing turners offering instruction: Warren Carpenter, September 21-27; Mark Gardner, September 28-Oct 4;
Marilyn Campbell, October 5-11; Linda Van Gehuchten, October 17-19; and Joe Ruminski, October 24-
26. See their fall schedule at:

www.arrowmont.org/registration/commerce.pl?page=fall2008 grid.html&cart id=

CALLS FOR ENTRIES

Turned wood no bigger than 5" in any dimension is welcomed at The 75th Annual International Exhibi-
tion of Fine Art in Miniature, November 17 - January 3, 2009, at Strathmore Mansion, North Bethesda,
MD, sponsored by The Miniature Painters, Sculptors, & Gravers Society of Washington, DC. Application
fee for nonmembers is $25 with hand delivery, or $40 for mailed submissions, due by September 1st.
Download a prospectus (pdf file) with instructions for delivery from www.MPSGS.org. Send inquiries to
Nancy Still, MPSGS Secretary, 301-977-2190, or nancy@miniartsupply.biz

The Washington Woodworkers Guild  (WWG) will again sponsor an exhibit of members work at Del Ray
Artisans in Alexandria, VA from October 10 to November 1st. Applications for From our trees ...artistry

is revealed are due August 1, 2008. The application fee is $30 for three entries, and WWG membership
is $24. Download the application from the WWG web site:

www.washingtonwoodworkersguild.org/about _us.htm

The prospectus is available for Craft Forms 2007 , a national, juried craft-art exhibit sponsored by the
Wayne Art Center in Wayne, PA (on the main line west of Philadelphia). The juror this year is Michael
Monroe, Director and Chief Curator, Bellevue Arts Museum, Bellevue, WA. With the exhibit open Decem-
ber 5, 2008 to January 22, 2009, applications are due by September 19, 2008. The competition is sub-
stantial, but if you want exposure for your contemporary work and a good entry for your resume, do apply.
Exposure to the juror can sometimes count too. Download the prospectus from:
www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/craftforms 2008.pdf

For turners age 60 and over, the Senior Artist Alliance continues to offer exhibit opportunities in Mont-
gomery County and nearby areas for both wall-hung work (platters or wall sculpture, for example) and
three dimensional work. For information and membership see their web site:
http://seniorartistsalliance.org/default.aspx.

Financial Report (Doug Pearson)
The current MCW bank balance is: $2,572.54.


http://www.arrowmont.org/registration/commerce.pl?page=fall2008?grid.html&cart_id=
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mailto:nancy@miniartsupply.biz
http://www.washingtonwoodworkersguild.org/about_us.htm
http://www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/craftforms_2008.pdf
http://seniorartistsalliance.org/default.aspx.
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Editor 6s MdrtBetkyemi nt

The AAW Symposium experience offered a great opportunity to expand
onebs exposure to not only basic

t e [
personds thinking about growing and

c hn
c h:

Kathy and | focused on rotations that emphasized the artistic issues and

were well rewar ded witentiontdtheditfle Ehingdans ser vy «

Lifeo, Cindy Drozdados &eftBraim&ightBrainhi 1 i mah g o6

discussion and demonstration, and, the absolute best for me, the multiple

exposures to Binh Pho and his work, techniques, life experiences, and out-

look on life.

Binhds initial sSeewslewlsof@hasgeandGremh t h e
which provides a yardstick to assess where one is in your own growth and
development. The levels are:

Knowi ng ARight o
Doing what is AR
Doing the fARigh
Eli minating Dis
Copying how the
Being/ Doing ADif
Doing the Al mposs

NogakrwbdrE

Later on, we took in Binhds session on
fascinating. Since | had taken his class on piercing and texturing a few

years earlier, we chose to skip this session, and so we took the time to stop

Binh Pho & Victoria Pho by his Trade Show booth, meet his family, and purchase his two DVDs on

lto6s not eas yholpvgtprﬂir@ ang airprashing/piercing.
W‘_"‘I”Ut' Box Elder, By this time, we were ready to take in the Instant Gallery where we were
Aluminum, AcrylicSpray capti vated by Binhdéds and his daughter,
$7000 destined for the Live Auction. This amazing piece brought $7000 at the Live

Auction and demonstrates that Binh operates at the 7th Level of Change
and is well respected by his peers as well as the collecting community.

The binder that brought all this toget|
perience in escaping from the aftermath of the Vietham War with the stories

behind his artistic creations in his life-experience discussions during the

various rotations.

All of this exposure to Binh led me to purchase an autographed copy of his

newly published book, River of Destiny by Kevin Wallace, at the Sympo-

sium. Back at home, | leisurely started to read the book and found myself so

totally engrossed that | literally read it in one sitting! The book contains a

vivid perspective of Binhoés | ife experi
tions each having a very personal experience as a backdrop. It is an excep-

tional story, and I highly recommend it to anyone looking for an inspirational
experience.

Binh Pho's HOW-TO dvds

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

All of this has resulted in my starting down the path of purchasing an airbrush and various supplies di-

rectly from Binh along with starting to extensively research airbrush books, articles, and supporting infor-

mati on. |l 6m hoping to try my hand at Binhbds techni
to our apartment. | also have my eyes on his piercing techniques and hollowing techniques once a shop

is set up in our retirement home.

So look for a future installment where | hope to share my experiences with airbrushing, all as a result of a
great experience at the AAW Symposium and especially a rich exposure to and interaction with one of the
current masters in woodturning, Binh Pho.

Future Meetings (Eliot Feldman)

If you have suggestions for future meeting demonstrators, or would consider demonstrating something
yourself, please contact our Program Director, Eliot Feldman at eliot@mathtechinc.com or by phone at
301-493-9666.

9 August - Judy Ditmer - Judy is a nationally-known turner and author of an excellent turning book for
beginners (Basic Bowl Turning With Judy Ditmer). She makes everything from small spinning tops
(of which she once made 70 in one hour) to large sculptural wall hangings. She is known for her par-
tially-bleached salad bowls, turned jewelry (on which she also wrote a book), and much more. She
will also be doing a CAW Workshop on Friday and Demonstration on Saturday.

9 September - Jamie Donaldson - Gary Guenther arranged to have Jamie Donaldson demonstrate
for us. Jamie is an excellent turner (see www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/gallery01/index.html)
who is also widely known and respected on the WoodCentral and WoW woodturning forums for the
extremely helpful commentary he provides on photography issues. We have a link to his famous arti-
cle, AiThe Phrugal Photo Studio Way to Shoot Woodt
Web Site. Jamie will also be doing the usual events for CAW that weekend.

9 September20 -Pi cni c at Mi ke Colell abs house.

New Members (Stuart Glickman)

Member Name Location
Jude Herges Montgomery Village 2008 Meeting Schedule
Tom Ankrum Germantown
Jack Enders Bethesda January 10 February 7 March 6
Mark Supik Baltimore April 10 May 8 June 12
July 10 August 7 September 11
Welcome to our y Hou P
October 9 November 6 December 11

newest members!
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Stuart Batty Profile (Bert Bleckwenn)

Stuart Batty grew up in Buxton, England and presently lives in Boulder,
Colorado. Both his grandfather and father were professional woodturners.
He began turning at the age of 10 under the expert tutelage of his father
Allan Batty, an internationally recognized turner and teacher. Stuart began
by helping his father make stair spindles, and learning traditional woodturn-
ing techniques that had been used in Britain for the past hundreds of years.
At the age of 16, Stuart joined the professional ranks as spindle turner and
teacher in his father és wor dadedtepcher At
and woodturning demonstrator at Craft Supplies Ltd. in England and a tool
tester for Robert Sorby Tools. While working for Craft Supplies Ltd. he
helped set up their first sawmill, as well as being their buyer for exotic
woods. Stuart then went on to set up six additional sawmills in five African
countries, including Cameroon, Nigeria, Tanzania, South Africa, and Mada-
gascar.

Stuartds style of
by his background as a spindle turner
with precise cuts and sharp detail. Start-
ing with an old, orthodox British wood-
turning style, he has altered or modified
his own style to suit modern tools and
steels. He uses very simple tools and
grinds them to enable him to create his
pieces. He has spent much of his time teaching over 4000 students, and he
has demonstrated his skills at over 55 international symposia in 12 different
countries. He has also taught and demonstrated in over 60 U.S. cities for
the AAW, alongside such well-known turners as David Ellsworth, John Jor-
dan, and Bill Hunter.

While he was working for Craft Supplies Ltd., he turned 110 bowls out of
110 different species of wood, which they photographed for their catalogs
and which were reproduced in over 1.5 million catalogs over the next 15
years. Being exposed to such a great variety of woods, he prefers dense,
exotic woods. His work has been depicted on the covers of many maga-
zines since 1980.

His work has been shown
in galleries in London,
Cambridge, Oxford, and
Bethesda, MD in the past,
and he is now showing at
the famous del Mano Gal-
lery in Los Angeles. It
also appears in the White
House permanent collec-
tion.

(Continued on page 7)
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Stuart Batty Profile (Bert Bleckwenn)

(Continued from page 6)

One does not see any carving or surface t-readd.der i ng i 1
specializes in bowls with corners; deep, thin, tall bowls; very tall, incredibly thin-stemmed goblets; and a

variety of boxes. His work is sought after by many wood art collectors, as well as by other woodturners

who appreciate the skill exhibited in his work.

Stuart teamed up with Mi ke Mahoney and developed AT\
which demonstrated the artistsodo two different appr
techniques, gouge angles, tool selection, chucking concepts, push cuts, pull cuts,

drying ideas and much more, all in front of a live audience. Their rapport with each

other and the audience makes this DVD fun to watch while giving the viewer an im-

mense amount of information. Great for all levels of woodturning and especially in-

structors of the craft.

Stuart has also been involved in the design of an extensive line of tools that he intends to be high-quality
but "at a lot lower price." The tools, to be made near Boulder, Colorado and in Chicago, will contain four
different steels. The cutting tips will be made from CPM 10V, an alloy that Batty says is "the most
grindable and longest-lasting steel out there."

"We'll have close to 30 different blades," Batty said. "There will be some new negative-rake scrapers,
which are different from any that I've used in the past, and a new type of bowl gouge." All the tools are
modular: users can replace the tips as they wear down, rather than replace the entire tool. His company
is making a small number of prototypes now, Batty said, and he expects to have the tools on the market
"by the middle to the end of the summer."

Stuartds |l engthy I|Iist of over 15 available demonstr
use, and the production of all forms of lathe-turned wooden objects from common to extraordinary. But
thereds nothing at all common about his forms, his 1

on top of all that, hebs fun.



