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August 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, August 7, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item 

with Richard Webster, donate to the Silent Auction, bid on a 

Silent-auction item, check out the Lending Library videos 

and meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: 

Judy Ditmer - Box Turning and Selective Bleaching  

Judy will demonstrate box turning and her technique of 

selective bleaching to highlight and accentuate the beauty  

of the wood.  (Please note: $10 demo fee.) 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Judy Ditmer 

Creations 

Demonstrator Profile - Judy Ditmer  

Judy is a nationally-known turner and author of an excel-

lent turning book for beginners (Basic Bowl Turning With 

Judy Ditmer).  She makes everything from small spinning 

tops to large sculptural wall hangings.  She is known for 

her partially-bleached salad bowls, turned jewelry (on 

which she also wrote a book), and much more.  She will 

also be doing a CAW Workshop on Friday and Demon-

stration on Saturday. 

ñI have been turning wood for twenty three years. I make everything from fin-

ger tops to jewelry; candlesticks, to one-of-a-kind bowls and sculptures. Eve-

rything I make is individually designed and hand-turned by me alone. In part 

because of its beauty and mystery, I find wood to be a medium very well 

suited for the expression of more esoteric ideas. The character and history of 

the material, combined with the turning process (with its simple basis and vir-

tually limitless possibilities), makes for a very rich field indeed.ò  

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
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Our club exhibit at the Potomac Public Library 
in July looked good and was well received by 
the public and the librarians - so much so that 
we were requested to do it again in 2009.  We 
are scheduled for next May.  I have also re-
quested a month in the four wall cases at the 
Bethesda Public Library on Arlington Road.  
No additional exhibits are currently scheduled.  
If you visit a library or community center in 
your area, please ask if they would be inter-
ested in one of our exhibits, and let me know 
who to contact.  A picture of the Potomac ex-
hibit on the right is also on our web site home 
page. 

Spindle turning and wooden pens are the first woodturning classes an-
nounced for the new wood studio at VisArts, 155 Gibbs Street in Rockville.  
While dates are not given, course descriptions are available at 
www.visartscenter.org/pdfs/ElectronicCatalog_Spring08.pdf  See page 5.   
I hope to see some of you teaching classes there in the future. 

I have thought about doing a demo on my finishing techniques, but have de-
cided against it for now.  Few members are applying a surface coating simi-
lar to mine.  Since the process is so much work, I doubt anyone would do it, 
so it seems a waste of your time and attention to sit through such a demo.  
As an alternative for anyone interested, a handout of my Finishing Notes is 
posted next to my name in the Links window of the MCW web site. 

Several officers will not be here for the August meeting, but I hope you can 
come.  I look forward to Judy Ditmerôs demo.  I have known her for many 
years, and have enjoyed seeing the evolution and innovation in her work, 
particularly the jewelry. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
Special Points  

of Interest:  

¶ Stuart Batty Demo 

¶ Fair Demonstrations 

Inside this issue:  

Meeting & Demo 1 

Presidentôs  
Perspective 

2 

News about our 
Members 

2 

Financial Report 2 

Exhibit  

Opportunities 

3 

Lending Library 3 

Editorôs 
Viewpoint 

4 

Future Meetings 5 

Membership   

Information 

5 

July Meeting 
Minutes 

6-7 

July Meeting 

Demonstration 

8-14 

Back in Time 15 

Show & Tell 16-17 

YMMV 18 

Be Safe 19 

Click It 20 

Library Review 21 

AAW Symposium  

Demo Review 

21 

AAW Open Letter 22 

Turn the Page 23 

Local Supporting 

Businesses 

24 

Membership 

Information 

25 

Chapter Contacts 26 

Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Phil Brown demonstrated his finishing techniques to the Columbia Wood-
workers Guild on August 1st. 

Clif Poodry teaches Advanced Bowl Turning August 23 and 24 at the Wood-
workers Club.  For more information see:   
www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm 

Current balance is $2,255.54. 

http://www.visartscenter.org/pdfs/ElectronicCatalog_Spring08.pdf
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm
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Exhibit Opportunities (Phil Brown) 

Turned wood no bigger than 5" in any dimension is welcomed at The 75th Annual International Exhibi-
tion of Fine Art in Miniature , November 17 - January 3, 2009, at Strathmore Mansion, North Bethesda, 
MD, sponsored by The Miniature Painters, Sculptors, & Gravers Society of Washington, DC.  Application 
fee for nonmembers is $25 with hand delivery, or $40 for mailed submissions, due by September 1st.  
Download a prospectus (pdf file) with instructions for delivery from www.MPSGS.org.  Send inquiries to 
Nancy Still, MPSGS Secretary, 301-977-2190, or  nancy@miniartsupply.biz 

The prospectus is available for Craft Forms 2007 , a national juried craft-art exhibit sponsored by the 
Wayne Art Center in Wayne, PA (on the main line west of Philadelphia).  The juror this year is Michael 
Monroe, Director and Chief Curator, Bellevue Arts Museum, Bellevue, WA.  With the exhibit open Decem-
ber 5, 2008 to January 22, 2009, applications are due by September 19, 2008.  The competition is sub-
stantial, but if you want exposure for your contemporary work and a good entry for your resume, do apply.  
Exposure to the juror can sometimes count too.   Download the prospectus from: 
www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/craftforms_2008.pdf 

Lending Library (Clif Poodry) 

There are three new DVDs in the library that will entertain and inform, whether you are a novice or an ex-
pert.  They are the Techniques videos, Volume 1 and Volume 2 from the 2007 AAW Symposium in Port-
land and also the Instant Gallery & Critique from the 2007 Symposium.   

The ótechniquesô videos distill the 90-minute presentations down to ten to twenty minutes, so each volume 
features five of the demonstrators at the Symposium. 

¶ Volume 1 has Alan Lacer ï Befriending the Skew, which is very helpful to me, and a very interesting 
demo by Ryozo Kawikita on Small Japanese Bowls with his unique tools and turning methods.   

¶ Volume 2 has Trent Bosch and Jimmy Clewes in mini-versions of what you might find on their full-
length videos and an interesting demo on metal spinning by Bill Moore.   

¶ The Instant Gallery video offers a view of the wide variety in the hundreds of pieces that Symposium 
attendees brought to show.  It has a critique featuring Stephen Hogbin and Michael Brolly and images 
from three different exhibits of professional work.   

Borrow them and enjoy them for a good ñdate nightò video; but please be sure to return them promptly so 
others can also enjoy. 

http://www.MPSGS.org
mailto:nancy@miniartsupply.biz
http://www.wayneart.org/exhibits/pdf/craftforms_2008.pdf
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CHAPTER PROJECT: Come Demo at the Fair  

Iôve been spending considerable time organizing our clubôs participation in 
the upcoming Montgomery County Agricultural Fair which is coming to-
gether very well.  Weôre going to have a great time, so consider joining in!!! 

Four members have signed up to represent MCW and demonstrate at the 

upcoming Fair on July 8-16 in Gaithersburg Maryland at the Old Timers 

area.   Members scheduled to demonstrate include Tom Ankrum, Bert 

Bleckwenn, Jude Herges, and Clif Poodry. The current schedule  is: 

¶ Friday, Aug. 8 - afternoon/evening - Bert/Tom   

¶ Saturday, Aug. 9 - Bert/Jude/Tom - Bert/Jude/Tom  

¶ Sunday, Aug. 10 - Bert/Jude/Clif 

¶ Monday, Aug. 11 - evening after 6:00 p.m. - Clif/Jude 

¶ Tuesday, Aug. 12 - (no coverage)  

¶ Wednesday, Aug. 13 - evening after 6:00 p.m. - Clif/Jude 

¶ Thursday, Aug. 14 - (no coverage) 

¶ Friday, Aug. 15 -  evening after 6:00 p.m. - Clif/Jude  

¶ Saturday, Aug. 16 - Bert with Clif/Jude/Tom optional  

 We will be using Chris Holmgrenôs Great Wheel Lathe set up under a large 

tent in a grassy area with a historic farm backdrop.  We will be engaging a 

lot of young ñapprenticesò to provide the necessary kid-power for turning the 

great wheel (Demonstrators do not have to turn the great wheel!).  Chris and 

I prepared some fresh 3òx24ò green, persimmon billets to be used to demon-

strate basic turning techniques.   A cord rope from the great wheel is double

-wrapped around the billet to provide  the necessary rotation.  We plan to 

demonstrate basic spindle turning techniques, coves and beads, and simple 

skew work resulting in simple chair/cradle parts, honey dippers and tool 

handles while we spend the majority of time engaging the fair-goers and 

talking about the craft and art of turning and turning history.  We will be  

located just next to the shuttle bus drop-off area, so will see lots of traffic.    

More members are definitely welcome regardless of skill level or limited time 

as there is a lot of demo time available.  Even if you canôt volunteer, if you 

happen to get to the Fair, stop by and take a turn on the lathe, or at least 

say óhelloô.   

Contact Bert Bleckwenn (301-718-1850 or bableck@gmail.com) if you are 

interested in participating.   For more details about the fair, check it out at  

http://www.mcagfair.com 

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

The great-wheel lathe we 

will be using, courtesy of 

Seneca Creek Joinery  

Turning Area 

lathe will be set up under 

large tent on grassy area 

Fair Catalog 

Old Timers HQ 

The General Store  

mailto:bableck@gmail.com
http://www.mcagfair.com/

