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September 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, September 11, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item 

with Richard Webster, donate to the Silent Auction, bid on a 

Silent Auction item, check out the Lending Library videos, 

and meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Jamie Donaldson - Square Bowls  

                     [Please Note: $10 Demo Fee] 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Jamie Donaldson   

Jamie is an excellent turner who is also widely known and respected on the 

WoodCentral and WoW woodturning forums for the extremely helpful com-

mentary he provides on photography issues. [We have a link to his famous 

article, ñThe Phrugal Photo Studio Way to Shoot Woodturningsò, on the 

ñLinks/General linksò page of our Web Site.]  One of his current interests is 

making dynamic ñsquareò bowls of various sorts ï heôll do one for us.  An 

example of his work graces page 1 of the recent Winter 2007 issue of 

American Woodturner as a result of being one of the small number selected 

for critique from the Instant Gallery at the 2007 AAW Symposium in Port-

land.  Jamie will also be doing the usual events for CAW this weekend -- he 

will do different demos for the two clubs.  Examples of his work from his 

web site are included in the side bar.  For further examples of his work, see 

www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/gallery01/index.html. 

Walnut burl vessel 

Box elder vessel 

Cocobolo form 

Jamie Donaldson  

Creations  

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/gallery01/index.html
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Iôm looking forward to hearing about the woodturning 
demonstrations that Bert organized and conducted 
as an MCW project at the County Fair after our Au-
gust meeting. 

Be sure to put Saturday, September 20th, on your 
calendar for our first Annual Picnic at Mike Colellaôs 
home in Kensington.  See details on page 5 including 
a request to RSVP so Mike can have a count of at-
tendees for food and refreshment planning purposes. 

 

 

Iôm pleased to report that we have two more exhibit opportunities coming up: 

¶ The first is in the Bethesda Public Library from December 5th to January 

30, 2009.  There is space for approximately 50 pieces on glass shelves 
about 10ò deep, in four wall cases.  I hope that 25 of you will make a 
special effort to participate with two pieces, particularly since you will 
likely also be making pieces for gifts and/or sales for the holiday period.  
Your names and phone numbers will be posted should someone want to 
purchase your piece after the exhibit closes, or consider other pieces 
you may have available.  The library carries insurance at the value you 
declare for your work. 

¶ The second opportunity is a proposed juried and joint exhibit with 

Chesapeake Woodturners (CW) of about 30 pieces at the Columbia Art 
Center, May 14 to June 14, 2009.  CW has many experienced turners, 
so there may be a lot of competition.  I hope many of you will focus on 
your designs and turn several nice pieces for submission this winter. 

When thinking of turned wood exhibits, we should remember that photogra-
phers, painters, and other artists with trees as their subject can collaborate 
with us to enhance our message to the public.  For example, the Librarian in 
Bethesda, Patricia Buck, plans to contact some two-dimensional artists to 
exhibit their work at the same time as our turned work is shown.  If I or oth-
ers ever got energized, we could propose a similar exhibit with educational 
demonstrations involving several local chapters at the Botanic Garden west 
of the Capitol on the Mall.  (Unfortunately these projects detract from turning 
time.) 

Iôm expecting some officer turn over at the end of this year.  We will need 
several members to take a turn as an officer in the December elections.  Do 
think about it and volunteer when the time comes. 

With vacations in August, turnout was light for Judy Ditmerôs demonstration.  
I hope many more of you can come to get acquainted with Jamie 
Donaldsonôs work on September 11th. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
Special Points  

of Interest:  

¶ MCW Picnic 

¶ Fair Demo 
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Classes & Events (Phil Brown) 

VisArts Woodturning Classes  

Plates, platters, and wooden pens are woodturning classes announced at VisArts, 155 Gibbs Street in 
Rockville for this fall. See page 9 of the course descriptions at 
www.visartscenter.org/pdfs/Fall2008_FinalCatalog.pdf 

Buy & Sell Tools ðAn Opportunity on  September 20th  

The Howard County Woodworkerôs Guild is holding an auction of new, used, and antique tools on Sep-
tember 20th from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Florence Bain Senior Center, 5470 Ruth Keeton Way, in Colum-
bia, MD.  Drop items off at the Center on Sept 19th from 1:30 PM to 4 PM, or on Sept 20th from 7 AM to 
9:30 AM All items must be removed by 3 PM.  For more information call Howard Eiserike at 301-776-
5155, or Dorothy Shannon at 410-461-0887. 

Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Ed Karch and Phil Brown will have pieces in the Washington Woodworkers Guild exhibit of memberôs 
work at Del Ray Artisans in Alexandria, from October 10th to November 1st.  As in many past WWG ex-
hibits, Phil has participated on the organizing committee. 

Clif Poodry teaches INTRODUCTION TO BOWL TURNING September 27th and November 22, 2008, 
and ADVANCED BOWL TURNING October 25-26th and December 20-21st at the Woodworkers Club 
where we meet in Rockville.  For more information see:   
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm 

Current balance is $2,560.54 

Future Meetings (Eliot Feldman) 

If you have suggestions for future meeting demonstrators, or would consider demonstrating something 

yourself, please contact our Program Director, Eliot Feldman at  eliot@mathtechinc.com or by phone at 

301-493-9666. 

¶ September 20 - Picnic at Mike Colellaôs house.  Donôt miss it! 

¶ October 9 - TBD 

¶ November 6 - TBD 

¶ December 11 - Keith Holt - Natural -edge óPouring Vesselô  

2008 Meeting Schedule  

January 10  February 7  March 6  

April 10  May 8  June  12  

July 10  August 7  September 11  

October 9  November 6  December 11  

Keith Holt 

Natural-edge pouring vessel 

http://www.visartscenter.org/pdfs/Fall2008_FinalCatalog.pdf
mailto:eliot@mathtechinc.com
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Four MCW members had great weather and a great time demonstrating at 
this yearôs Montgomery County Agricultural Fair.  Jude Herges, Clif Poodry, 
Tom Ankrum and myself all took turns at both ends of the great wheel lathe 
furnished by Chris Holmgren of Seneca Creek Joinery.  While we did not get 
much chance to turn any stellar objects, we all had fun engaging with fair-
goers and enlisting youth in powering the great wheel.   

We were located in the midst of the Old Timerôs 
Area with old-time engines and farm tractors on 
either side of us.  Our backdrop was a large 
farm mural on the building wall behind us and a 
nice, large shade tree close by.   We also were 
located under a large tent set up by the black-
smithôs who were located nearby.   The setting 
and the weather were ideal.    

The traffic varied from time to time during the weekday evening hours, with 
the busiest times being during the weekend days.  

Clif Poodry brought his son Colin who also had a 
great time.  Clif commented that with Colin present 
and taking a short turn at the great wheel or at the 
lathe, they seemed to be able to draw a lot more kids 
with just having one kid present.   Something for us to 
keep in mind when we do future demonstrations. 

Jude Herges and Tom Ankrum, both new members, 
enjoyed the experience and had an opportunity to 
share stories and just sit back in our lounge chairs 
watching the people with me during the quieter mo-
ments.  At times, one of the old timers would fire up a 
very large, but ancient gasoline engine that shook and 
rattled as it belched smoke and noise, but was a 
crowd pleaser and created some additional traffic for 
us. 

Tom Ankrum and I also had the opportunity to try out turning techniques and 
talk shop as well.  An interesting crowd-pleaser was Tomôs demonstration of 
turning captured rings with a hook tool newly made from an Allen wrench. 

We also had an opportunity to pass out a few MCW brochures along with 
some of our customized MCW personalized business cards.   Hopefully, we 
might see a couple new visitors and possibly new members in upcoming 
MCW meetings as a result of contacts made during the fair. 

I also had a chance to explore the possibility of having power available for 
next yearôs Fair and demonstrating with a Jet mini-lathe as well.   The Old 
Timerôs Co-chairperson, Judy OôNeil, was receptive to the idea, so letôs see 
if we can generate interest in repeating this activity in 2009. 

Many thanks to Chris Holmgren for providing the lathe and, Clif, Jude, and 
Tom for demonstrating and sharing the experience with me. 

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 


