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October 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, October 9, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item 

with Richard Webster, donate to the silent auction, bid on a 

silent auction item, check out the Lending Library videos and 

meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

*** Auction of Stuart Batty's demo salad bowl ***  

 

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Eliot Feldman - Hollowing Systems  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Eliot Feldman  

Eliot will be bringing in three of his hollowing rigs, namely the Don Derry, the 

ElboTool, and the (large) Spin Doctor, all three with lasers; and he will show 

some hollowing techniques using these constraining contraptions. He will also 

demonstrate hollowing without using lasers or any kind of restraining hard-

ware.   

For those of you who have recently joined MCW or have not seen Eliot in ac-

tion, check out the Member Shop Visit with Eliot featured in the August 2007 

MCW Newsletter (pages 18-20) at: 
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/MCW%20Newsletter%202007-07.pdf 

Eliot Feldman 

theokspindoctor.com/ 

ElboTool.com 

DerryTools.com 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/MCW%20Newsletter%202007-07.pdf
http://theokspindoctor.com/
http://www.elbotool.com/
http://www.derrytools.com/
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Our Chapter Picnic on September 20 was very enjoyable for all who at-
tended -- a real treat.  Mike and Soozi Colella were generous hosts with a 
spacious setup for food and drinks, and a most unusually-designed garden 
ñstudioò used for photographing children and adults.  It was filled with Mikeôs 
constructions and a new model railroad with an operating train.  Their house 
was filled with Mikeôs photographs and unique combinations of finished and 
found wood with minerals or stones, and other unique collections.  About 15 
members came to the picnic with spouses.  I enjoyed learning more about 
what is happening in the lives of several members, and some discussions 
focused on the future operations of MCW.  While disappointed that more of 
our members were not able to come, I realized that CAW, four times larger, 
probably sees about the same proportion of its membership at a picnic. 

At the September meeting, Jamie Donaldson commented that our web site 
showed pieces that were mostly ñround and brownò.  Well, of course, many 
of our members are still in the early learning stages and may like the ñround 
and brownò, and are still working on perfecting those pieces and exploring 
variations on a theme.  Jamie was there to expose us to his variations which 
might be called ñround and squareò.  Letôs interpret his comments as a chal-
lenge, and make something totally different for Show and Tell in November.  
And if you canôt respond to the ñround and squareò challenge, make a varia-
tion on your typical work that stretches your creative muscles. 

Another reason for you to bring those new pieces as well as some older 
work to the November meeting is because we want to borrow 50 pieces for 
our wall case exhibits at the Bethesda Public Library that will be installed 
December 5th and remain up until January 30, 2009.  If 25 members will lend 
2 pieces each, we can meet that target of 50 pieces.  This requires two to 
three times as many participants as we have historically had in the Davis 
and Potomac Library exhibits.  November is the time for the shy and timid, 
as well as the confident turners, to come forth with your work.  Pieces 
should be 12" or less in diameter, or if larger, then capable of being dis-
played on edge.  Our November newsletter will have the information form 
needed for preparing labels and providing insurance value.  Your work is 
insured while in the locked library cases. 

After the Show and Tell presentation, we will auction Stuart Battyôs dry, un-
sanded but signed black-locust salad bowl created at the July meeting Dem-
onstration. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) Special Points  

of Interest:  

¶ Chapter Challenge 

¶ Field Trip 

¶ Tailstock 

¶ MCW Picnic Highlights 
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Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

Our current bank balance is $2,244.64. 

Lending Library (Clif Poodry) 

Many thanks to MCW member Mark Tessler who has made a $50 contribu-
tion to the Lending Library. We plan to use it to purchase a new DVD (or 
two) so if you have some particular video you have been hoping we would 
have, please send me a message. 
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CHAPTER CHALLENGE  (Gary Guenther)         not round,  not brown,  or both   

At our recent Meeting, the Demonstrator, Jamie Donaldson, turned two very nice "square", winged bowls 
for us from rectangular chunks of wood.  It was quite interesting to see, and his results are attractive.  In 
his introductory remarks, he noted that before coming, he had viewed our assembled work online (kudos 
to Doug) and found it to be good; but, he noted that it's all "round and brown".  With the exception of a few 
items by the likes of Ed Karch, that's pretty much a true statement.  Yes, we have some nice segmented 
work, and a little carving and burning, but for the most part, our work is round and brown.  That's not bad, 
but there ARE other things to have fun with. 

OK, I'll come right out and say it: I think we're all in a bit of a rut.  It's time to 
break the mold and try some new things.  As a result of hearing Jamie's com-
ment, I'm issuing a "Chapter Challenge" to you all.   For the November Show 
& Tell (5 weeks hence), I'm requesting that you all bring something that you 
have made that is either not round or not brown, or both.  Mixed media gets 
extra credit! 

As you know, we are having a Member Show at the Bethesda Library in December.  We really encourage 
you all to participate.  This is a great opportunity to show some of your work to the public and feel good 
about it.  You will need to bring the pieces you enter in this Library show to the November meeting for 
pickup.  What a coincidence!  Let's give the Library goers something to "wow" over ï something not round 
and/or not brown.  They'll love it, and you'll have fun expanding your horizons!  (We hope you enter more 
than one item, so you can bring something round and brown too, to provide a contrast for your new work.) 

This gives you over a monthôs advance warning -- time to do some planning and designing, turning, and 
coloring and finishing.  You could practice making something like you saw in Jamie's demo or the pieces 
he brought to show, or use your imagination, or refer back to our April 07 Newsletter to recall some of 
Doug Pearson's beautifully-colored work for inspiration. 

No procrastinating now!  Get on it!  Don't disappoint me -- I know you can do it!  Itôll be fun and rewarding! 

Virginia Woodturning Symposium: ñItôs Your Turnò(Phil Brown) 

A two-day, ñHands-Onò woodturning symposium is a new concept in regional woodturning events.  Itôs 
your chance to step up to the lathe at one of 12 stations and have an expert mentor guide you as you do 
the turning.  It will be held on Saturday and Sunday, November 1 and 2, 2008, at the Expoland Exhibition 
Center in Fishersville, VA.  This location is between Staunton and Waynesboro VA, east of the intersec-
tions of I-81 and I-64.  The registration cost is a modest $50.  Motels and restaurants are in the area.  
Sponsors are the seven AAW Chapters in Virginia.  Eight CAW members, for example, are demonstrating 
selected talents and techniques during the ñHands-Onò sessions, and guiding you while turning on the 
lathe.  This will be an excellent learning experience for new and emerging woodturners.  Several vendors 
will have displays and sales.  A two-page brochure in the form of a pdf file is available when you click on 
VA Woodturning Symposium on the CAW website:   http://www.capwoodturners.org 

Free Green Wood Source in Fairfax, Viginia (Phil Brown) 

CAW member Christine Zender told us about a source of free green wood in Fairfax, VA.   J L Tree Ser-
vice removes trees for the Fairfax County government and takes them to their lot where they are available 
until mulched or hauled away.  The owner, John Lewett, supplies some other wood artists with wood, and 
would like woodturners to also come get wood.  Come to their lot at 9420 Mathy Drive, Fairfax, during 
business hours or contact Mr. Lewett through this web site  http://www.jltree.com/index.html , or by email 
support@jltree.com, or call him at 703 9̀29 1̀777. 
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Check out the new features being added by Gary Guenther:  He has added 
a new photo section called Tailstock that will be located towards the end of 
each Newsletter.  Don't miss it.  This will be a full-page photo of a Member's 
work.  Please submit your own photos for consideration for future newslet-
ters. 

Progress is continuing with the Washington Woodworkers Guild (WWG) in 
pursuing the potential of a woodworking school at the Glen Echo Park facil-
ity.  WWGôs Expression of Interest was accepted by Glen Echo Park and 
WWG is now being asked to submit a formal proposal (RFP) within the next 
few weeks.   

With many of us being woodworkers as well, and several of us also being 
members of WWG,  I see a connection either at a club level or an individual 
level as very complementary and supportive for MCW as well.  As I reported 
at our last meeting, Iôve expressed interest on behalf of MCW in supporting 
their effort in a manner that is a win-win for both organizations.  WWG is ini-
tially focusing on fulfilling their primary mission of supporting woodworkers 
and completing the RFP with that in mind, so there is no specific turning fo-
cus at this time.  As a new WWG member, Iôm trying to fulfill my role as an 
individual member by actively doing what I can in supporting their efforts by 
researching insurance coverage issues and volunteering to assist with their 
shop design/layout efforts as part of their RFP development.  

Being a member of an organization should have certain implied responsibili-
ties on both partiesé the organization and each member.  To that end, I 
think this past 21 months of MCW activities has been a strong demonstra-
tion of MCW doing its part in fulfilling its responsibilities to you as a member.  
Iôd ask you to assess if you doing your part as a member in returning some-
thing to MCW.   Nowôs the time to think about taking on an officer or volun-
teer role for 2009.  How about contributing an article to the newsletter?  How 
about volunteering for something that you think would contribute to the 
growth and camaraderie of MCW?  Mike Colella is a great example of a 
member that contributes by lending his photography expertise to our 
monthly gallery of pictures, along with his latest effort by hosting our recent 
MCW Picnic.  Gary Guenther continues to do a yeomanôs job in contributing 
profusely to the MCW Newsletter and expanding itôs breadth. All the Officers 
have just done an outstanding job in making MCW an outstanding organiza-
tion and what it is today. So, I ask you to put your creative hat on and come 
up with an idea of how you can contribute to MCW in  the coming months 
and year. 

Speaking of inspiration, I recently came across a couple examples of turning 
challenges in using found wood, depicted on the left, as well as the inspira-
tional challenge posed by Jamie Donaldson of thinking outside the box.  
What are you doing to ñTURN OUTSIDE THE BOXò?  Letôs see what you 
can come up with for the next meetings for a different turned object for 
Show & Tell, and at the same time letôs hear about an idea you have for en-
hancing MCW or volunteering to make MCW even better. 

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

What would be your 
 artistôs inspiration 

in turning this? 

Horsing around at the Lathe 
See the recent Lee-Valley 

Newsletter article at: 
Lee-Valley Newsletter  

Challenges  
 in Turning  

Found Wood  

http://www.leevalley.com/newsletters/Woodworking/3/1/article3-2.htm
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News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

MCW members with work in the WWG exhibit, ñFrom our trees ... artistry is revealedò, are, Ed Karch and 
Phil Brown.  See the exhibit on Thursdays and Fridays, 12 - 4 PM, Saturdays 10 AM -4 PM, and Sundays, 
12-4 PM, October 9 to November 2, 2008, at the Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Al-
exandria, VA.  The opening reception is 7 - 10 PM on October 10th.   Phone:  703-838-4827.  Website:   
www.thedelrayartisans.org 

On October 7th, Phil Brown will demonstrate his roughing-out process for green wood, drying, and final 
turning to a thin piece to the Mid-Maryland Woodturners in Frederick, MD.  See www.mmwtc.org for time 
and location. 

Ed Karch had three pieces in the summer juried show featuring three-dimensional, original fine art at Gal-
lery West at 1231 King Street in Alexandria, VA. The show ran from July 9 through August 3, 2008. 

Ed Karch will demonstrate Basic Sharpening and Some Nuances, and Hawaiian Calabash Round Bottom 
Forms at  the mentoring/hands òn workshops at the Virginia Woodturning Symposium on November 1 2̀, 
2008 at ExpoLand in Fishersville, VA. 

Clif Poodry teaches ADVANCED BOWL TURNING October 25 and 26, and again on December 20 and 
21, 2008, and INTRODUCTION TO BOWL TURNING November 22 and 23 at the Woodworkers Club in 
Rockville, MD.  For more information see:  http://www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm 

On short notice, Clif Poodry accepted a request to teach spindle turning (making a gavel, chess pieces, 
and a Harry Potter wand)  on four Monday nights to two young boys in the new VisArts wood shop in 
Rockville. 

1. MCW members are invited to lend approximately 50 pieces for our chapter exhibit in four wall cases at 
the Bethesda Public Library on Arlington Road, December 5, 2008 to January 30, 2009.  Bring your 
pieces to the MCW November meeting, or deliver to Phil by December 3rd. 

2. November 20th is the deadline to apply for Gallery Westôs 12th Annual National Juried Show, which 
will be up February 4 to March 1, 2009.  Get their prospectus at www.gallery-west.com. 

3. AAW announced a call for entries for a juried show ñTurning to the Future ï A Fresh Look at Wood 
Artò to be held at the Grovewood Gallery in Asheville, N.C., March 20 to May 11, 2009,  during the an-
nual meeting of The Collectors of Wood Art in Asheville.  High-resolution digital images must be sub-
mitted during the period from November 3 to November 14, 2008 only,  to www.grovewood.com.  The 
gallery insures work while it is there and shares proceeds with the artist 50/50.  If you are interested, 
request the emailed announcement from Phil Brown, and we may later have it on the MCW web site. 

4. MCW and Chesapeake Woodturners (CW) will jointly hold a juried show of members work at the Co-
lumbia Art Center, May 14 - June 14, 2009.  An application announcement should be available on the 
MCW website in the next month or two. 

5. The Creative Craft Council will again hold its juried, all-media exhibit of work by members of guilds in 
this metropolitan area at the Strathmore Mansion in North Bethesda in the spring of 2009.  The appli-
cation will be out this winter.  Turned wood is welcome in this multimedia juried exhibit.   For any MCW 
member interested in selling high-quality work, building a resume, and gaining exposure, this is a first- 
class exhibit and an important local event to enter. 

6. ñSpirit of the Southwest.ò  Details are on page 17 in the Fall issue of the AAW Journal and on the AAW 
website. 

Shows & Events - Call for Entries (Phil Brown) 

http://www.thedelrayartisans.org
http://www.mmwtc.org
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm
http://www.gallery-west.com
http://www.grovewood.com
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We currently have a total of 68 Members.  We are happy to have a number 
of relatively new members, and we want them to feel welcome at our meet-
ings.  At the next meeting, please seek out someone you havenôt previously 
met, and introduce yourself.  Youôll undoubtedly have something in com-
mon. 

Twenty-seven people attended the September meeting.  Silent Auction and 
Show & Tell tables were set up while everyone enjoyed chatting about their 
summer vacations and current projects.  Show & Tell pieces were checked 
in and recorded by Richard Webster and photographed by Mike Colella. 

President Phil Brown welcomed everyone and made the following an-
nouncements: 

¶ Everyone is invited to a Picnic at Mike Colellaôs house on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20.  Bring a dish to pass, and Mike and MCW will cover the es-
sentials.  Details are in the September Newsletter. 

¶ We are scheduled for an exhibit of our works at the Bethesda Public Li-
brary from December 5, 2008 to January 30, 2009.  Everyone is strongly 
encouraged to lend some of your quality pieces for this display.  Pickup 
will be at the November meeting.  (This meeting will also be the S&T for 
the Chapter Challenge ï consider leaving some of these items with Phil 
for the show.) 

¶ Due to popular demand, we are scheduled back in the Potomac Public 

Library, for a second annual show, in May 2009.   

¶ MCW will join with Chesapeake Woodturners for a joint juried show at 

the Columbia Art Center that runs from May 14 to June 14, 2009.  Mem-
bers are asked to look forward to submitting some of your best work for 
consideration.   

¶ See Shows & Events in this Newsletter for details regarding a November 

Symposium in southwest Virginia.  

¶ The first symposium exclusively organized for "segmented" turners will 

be held November 14 -16 at the Marc Adams School in Indiana.  Details 
are posted on the event website at:  www.segmentedwoodturners.org. 

¶ We will need several new Officers next year.  If you are interested in 

serving, please talk to me.  If you would be interested in taking on Treas-
urer duties this fall, Doug would like that relief. 

Bert Bleckwenn briefly discussed his interactions with the Washington 
Woodworkers Guild (WWG) and their efforts in pursuing a teaching facility at 
Glen Echo Park.  We have 6-7 MCW members that are also WWG mem-
bers, so there are synergies between the groups.  WWG declined a sugges-
tion to include woodturning as part of the initial design concept.  While 
WWG is faced with a challenge in achieving a financial break-even with the 

(Continued on page 7) 

September Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

Bert commenting on WWG 
progress with Glen Echo Park 

teaching facility 

Mike Colella at work photo-
graphing our S&T pieces 

http://www.segmentedwoodturners.org

