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November 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, November 6, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, wear your MCW name tag or get a name tag, 

register your Show & Tell item with Richard Webster, donate 

to the silent auction, bid on a silent auction item, check out 

the Lending Library videos and meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Chapter Challenge Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM ¶ Program:  Clif Poodry - Spindle Turning with Skew  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Clif Poodry  

MCW Vice President Clif Poodry has been previously profiled in the May ó07 

MCW Newsletter that can be viewed at:  May 2007 MCW Newsletter  He 

plans to show us up-close, and in great detail, the different uses and tech-

niques for the often-maligned skew chisel, including how he does fine finials 

for holiday ornaments or tops for box and hollow form lids.  This is tricky and 

subtle stuff youôre really going to want to see up close, so weôll try to set up a 

video system.  He will discuss sharpening procedures for the skews and will 

also indicate when a spindle gouge is preferable to the skew. 

Check out examples of Clifôs work on his personal web site at: 

http://homepage.mac.com/cpoodry/PhotoAlbum.html 

Clif Poodry 

Creations 

CHAPTER CHALLENGE -  ñNot round and/or not brownò 

This is the Show & Tell where we prove to Jamie Donaldson that weôre into 

some new forms and new ideas.  Heôs going to be checking in to view the Gal-

lery to see how we do!  Donôt let us down.  Make something square or colored 

and bring it with you to this Show & Tell.  Iôm working on one of each! 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/MCW%20Newsletter%202007-04.pdf
http://homepage.mac.com/cpoodry/PhotoAlbum.html
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Our challenge and opportunity this month is to submit pieces for a two-
month exhibit of our turned work at the Bethesda Public Library, scheduled 
for December 5 to January 30, 2009.  The four glass-front wall cases can 
hold about 50 pieces.  I hope that at least half of our membership will partici-
pate - which will be three times the level in the previous two library exhibits.  
Iôm thinking of highlighting work of new turners with a year or less of experi-
ence.  So we need your work too.  See the information form on page 26 in 
this Newsletter for use when submitting your pieces. 

In December we will hold an election of officers for 2009.  We still need a 
volunteer for Secretary (and I would also be happy to step aside if there is 
someone else who would like to be President).  At this time I expect the 
slate to include these names: 

¶ President - Phil Brown 

¶ Vice President - Clif Poodry 

¶ Program Chair - Gary Guenther 

¶ Secretary - open 

¶ Membership - Stuart Glickman 

¶ Treasurer - Bob Browning 

¶ Newsletter Editor - Michael Blake 

Doug Pearson has done wonders in creating and maintaining our Web Site, 
but with his new home and shop construction in Annapolis, he would like to 
pass the Webmaster duties to another member.  I hope we have a computer 
guru among us who would be willing to continue maintaining our well-
established site. 

MCW is a local chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW).  
I encourage those of you, particularly new members, who are not also mem-
bers of AAW to join the national organization.  As a member you receive a 
quarterly 80-page journal, an annual membership and resource directory, 
access to a web site with many features, eligibility for Educational Opportu-
nity Grants, and the opportunity to attend the annual three-day Symposium 
held in a different part of the country each year.  To assure that you are 
listed in the membership directory and receive it next year, open or renew 
your membership by December 31st.   The $45 membership fee can be 
mailed together with the application form available at our meetings, or com-
pleted on the AAW Web site, www.woodturner.org.  If your family wants gift 
ideas from you for the holiday season, check out the AAW web site for edu-
cational materials and selected supplies you would like. 

On page 5 of the Fall 2008 American Woodturner, we are recognized for 
winning first place in the Newsletter competition this year, and second place 
for our Web Site.  AAW announced that a former board member, Linda 
VanGehuchten, will fill the un-expired term of Larry Genender, who re-
signed.  Linda is our chapter contact with AAW. 

I look forward to Clifôs demo on Nov 6th.  Do join us and bring your pieces for 
the Library Exhibit.  Also, put November 15 on your calendar for the Mark 
Supik & Co. shop visit in Baltimore (pages 16,17). I will coordinate car pools. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
Special Points  
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Shows & Events (Phil Brown) 

1. MCW members are invited to lend approximately 50 pieces for our chapter exhibit in four wall cases at 

the Bethesda Public Library on Arlington Road, December 5, 2008 to January 30, 2009.  Please bring 

your pieces to the MCW November meeting, or deliver to Phil by December 3rd. 

2. November 20th is the deadline to apply for Gallery Westôs 12th Annual National Juried Show, which 

will be up February 4 to March 1, 2009.  Get their prospectus at www.gallery-west.com. 

3. AAW announced a call for entries for a juried show ñTurning to the Future ï A Fresh Look at Wood 

Artò to be held at the Grovewood Gallery in Asheville, N.C., March 20  to May 11, 2009,  during the 

annual meeting of The Collectors of Wood Art in Asheville.  High-resolution digital images must be 

submitted during the period from November 3 to November 14, 2008 only,  to www.grovewood.com.  

The gallery insures work while it is there and shares proceeds with the artist 50/50.  If you are inter-

ested, request the emailed announcement from Phil Brown, and we may later have it on the MCW 

Web Site. 

4. MCW and Chesapeake Woodturners (CW) will hold a joint, juried show of Members work at the Co-

lumbia Art Center, May 14 - June 14, 2009.  An application announcement should be available on the 

MCW Web Site in the next month or two. 

5. The Creative Craft Council will again hold its juried, all-media exhibit of work by members of guilds in 

this metropolitan area at the Strathmore Mansion in North Bethesda in the spring of 2009.  The appli-

cation will be out this winter.  Turned wood is welcome in this multimedia juried exhibit.   For any MCW 

member interested in selling high-quality work, building a resume, and gaining exposure, this is a first- 

class exhibit and an important local event to enter. 

6. ñSpirit of the Southwest.ò  Details are on page 17 in the Fall issue of the AAW Journal and on the AAW 

web site. 

Financial Report (Doug Pearson) 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Stuart Glickman , a Member with many talents, has a framed photograph, In Awe Of Lincoln, in the Sen-
ior Artist Alliance exhibit at Friendship Gallery, 4433 South Park Avenue, in Chevy Chase from November 
3 through November 29. 
 
Clif Poodry  teaches INTRODUCTION TO BOWL TURNING November 22 and 23, and ADVANCED 
BOWL TURNING on December 20 and 21, 2008, at the Woodworkers Club in Rockville, MD.   
See:  http://www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm 

Donôt be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us about your woodturning activities in the MCW Newsletter.  Send 
your information to Phil Brown at philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 301 7̀67 9̀863. 

Current MCW balance is $2,145.64. 

http://www.gallery-west.com
http://www.grovewood.com
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Sorry to have missed the last meeting, but daughterôs wedding, imminent first grandchild, and searching 
for our retirement home has kept us busy this past months! 

While turning has been fairly non-existent these past two years, the Newsletter has been a very satisfying  
outlet to keep the adrenaline flowing.   However, I think it is time to pass the baton on to some new blood 
and someone with fresh perspectives, so I will be relinquishing the Newsletter Editor role for 2009.  I hope 
to help the new Editor by transitioning responsibility in December. 

Thanks to all the Members that have supported and contributed to the Newsletter, and I encourage the 
same level of support in the future. 

Thanks,    

Bert    

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

Future Meetings (Eliot Feldman) 

If you have suggestions for future meeting demonstrators, or would consider demonstrating something 

yourself, please contact our Program Director, Eliot Feldman at  eliot@mathtechinc.com or by phone at 

301-493-9666. 

¶ December 11 - Keith Holt - Natural -edge óPouring Vesselô  

 

Donôt forget our trip to Mark Supikôs Turning Shop in Baltimore on November 15th.  See details 
on pages 16 -17 in this Newsletter.  

Member Name    Location  

Michael Hanrahan  Kensington 

Steven Leshin   Silver Spring 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 

night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 

member in our membership list near your community, 

let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

2008 Meeting Schedule  

January 10  February 7  March 6  

April 10  May 8  June  12  

July 10  August 7  September 11  

October 9  November 6  December 11  

Keith Holt 

Natural-edge  

pouring vessel 

mailto:eliot@mathtechinc.com
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October Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

We are happy to have a number of relatively new Members, and 
we want them to feel welcome at our meetings.  At the next meet-
ing, please seek out someone you havenôt previously met, and in-
troduce yourself.  Youôll undoubtedly have something in common.  
We gained two new Members at our October meeting and now 
have a total of 70!  A new decade.  Welcome Michael and Steven. 
 
Silent Auction and Show & Tell tables were set up while everyone 
enjoyed chatting about their summer vacations and current pro-
jects.  Richard Webster managed the Show & Tell table and col-
lected the documentation.  Gary Guenther forgot the Lending Li-
brary at home under the bed.  Sorry about that.  Iôll be sure to bring it to the November meeting so you 
can check out some of our excellent videos.  Gary shot the candid photographs of the eveningôs activities, 
with help from Tim Aley to picture Gary. 
 
Twenty people attended the October meeting ï this is below average, but I know a lot of people, including 
many Officers, had various unavoidable engagements.  We encourage you ALL to come on November 6, 
when Clif Poodry will show us how to really use that scary skew chisel to make some tricky cuts on useful 
items, and when our Show & Tell session will highlight pieces brought for the Chapter Challenge. 

 
 

The Silent Auction table was very nice to look at this month with 
walnut, eastern red cedar, mulberry, and osage orange.  It was 
educational to see the latter two ñyellowò woods in juxtaposition.  
There was also another Gift Certificate donated by the Wood-
workers Club.  Thanks, Nick.  For the next meeting, please pick 
up some of that wood you see cut up at the curbside and bring 
it to our November meeting.  Some of our Members can surely 
use it, and the proceeds benefit MCW.  Thanks to new Member 
Michael Hanrahan for adding scale to the photo.   

 

President Phil Brown welcomed everyone and gave our first-time visitors the opportunity to introduce 
themselves.  Phil made the following announcements: 

¶ We are scheduled to exhibit our works at the Bethesda Public Library from December 5, 2008 to Janu-

ary 30, 2009.  We would appreciate it if you would lend pieces for this display.  We need 50 pieces for 
this show, so we hope everyone will bring two.  It might be nice to bring one round/brown piece to go 
with your Chapter Challenge piece.  Pickup will be at the next (November) meeting. 

¶ We currently have two exhibits planned for 2009 -- the Potomac Public Library (May) and a joint, juried 

show with Chesapeake Woodturners at the Columbia Art Center (May 14 - June 14).  Please plan to 
lend some of your work. 

¶ We had a fun Picnic at Mike & Soozi Colellaôs on Sept. 20th. (See pages 11 to 13 of the October 2008 
Newsletter for pictures.) 

¶ There will be a ñHands Onò Symposium in central Virginia on November 1 & 2.  (Details are on page 3 
of the October 2008 MCW Newsletter.) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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¶ We will need several new Officers next year -- we have Program Chairman and Treasurer covered.   

We need a Secretary ï this is not a difficult job and simply involves being at meetings to record the 
activities and write them up for this ñMeeting Minutesò column.  If you are interested, please talk to 
Phil.  

¶ To expand your appreciation of craft-art, visit the retrospective exhibit of Lino Tagliapietraôs blown 
glass at the Renwick Gallery, at 17th and Pennsylvania Avel, N.W., open to Jan 11, 2009. It is an out-
standing display of color and glass canes decoration incorporated into blown glass, and with surface 
texturing that could be used on wood. 

 

Gary Guenther reviewed the basis and details for the Chapter 
Challenge, targeted for the November S&T, as a result of Ja-
mie Donaldsonôs ñround and brownò comment regarding much 
of our Show & Tell work in our Web Site Photo Gallery.   
Please bring square or colored items and consider leaving your 
Challenge piece(s) with Phil for the Bethesda Library show. 

 

 

A show of hands indicated that Members needed more information regarding the recently-planned Satur-
day, November 15 Field Trip to Mark Supik & Co. in Baltimore, with its large number of lathes, some huge 
in size.  Gary Guenther provided more details, and some of Markôs flyers were put out for Members to 
take.  Ed Karch described a previous visit with another group and made it sound really interesting.  We 
hope that these descriptions, and the added information on pages 16-17 of this Newsletter, will encourage 
Members to join us for what is sure to be very rewarding visit.  The location is easy to reach off of I-895, 
and Phil will coordinate car pools who wish to ride share.    

Ed Karch brought copies of Raffanôs new book (our October Turn the Page) 
and Ellsworthôs brand new, first-ever book (see Turn the Page in this issue, 
pages 24-25) for examination.  They are both marvelous and must haves. 

Denis Zegar led the interesting Show & Tell discussion period.  Several people 
were already in the groove working on their Chapter Challenge pieces.  Rich-
ard Webster brought two ï a square figured koa platter (now I understand why 
koa is so prized) and a square mulberry bowl (seen above); Ed Karch brought 
his ñpottery or notteryò along with an exquisite pod form (our Cover piece) that 
he worked on with Mark Wollschlager and Walter Fink; Stan Sherman brought 
a segmented bowl in progress; and Gary Guenther brought a winged square 
for holding a core of amethyst (or a tea candle).  Ed Karch whipped out his 20x 
magnifier and did his ñwood IDò thing to identify Gary Guentherôs ñunknownò 
tropical-wood shawl pins as macacauba.  Mike Blake brought a number of 
tools with tropical wood handles.  [You can view the S&T pieces here below on pages 12-15) and on the 
Photo Gallery ñMeetingò page of our Web Site.]  I continue to be impressed by the diversity of objects 
brought for discussion by our Members.  Please bring your Chapter Challenge item(s) and also round/
brown work to the November meeting.  We would like to encourage many people to participate.   

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

October Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 
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October Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

With Phil Brown acting as auctioneer, Bob Stroman outlasted the competition to 
become proud owner of the Stuart Batty demo bowl from our July meeting. 

Phil introduced our Demonstrator for the evening, our own Program Chairman, 
Eliot Feldman.  Eliot showed us his large collection of hollowing systems and 
tools, explained their areas of application, discussed  their benefits and problem 
areas, and demonstrated for us how they work in practical situations.  People 
were intrigued by the lasers.  For further details, see the Demonstration section 
of this Newsletter on pages 8-10.  Eliot mentioned the John Jordan hollowing 
video ï we have this video in our Library, available for rent, and it was reviewed 
favorably in the August 2008 MCW Newsletter. 
 
We encourage all of our Members to join our national, sponsoring body, the American Association of 
Woodturners.  We would like to remind everyone that our excellent, prize-winning Web Site is located at 
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org .  As always, if you have suggestions for changing or adding 
something in the Club, please discuss your ideas with one of the Officers. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Mentor Program  (Donald Couchman) 

For personal help from a more experienced MCW member, contact Don Coachman  at 301-963-6770 to 

identify a potential mentor for you. 

Mentoring Success - Karl Vilbig  (Phil Brown) 

Hello, my name is Karl Vilbig.  I have been a member for a little over 6 months.  Prior to that I have never 

turned a piece of wood in my life.  I missed the last meeting, but I am the guy who managed to turn a 

winged bowl (demonstrated the previous meeting) with mostly a beading/parting tool with the explanation 

that I was unable to use a proper tool, the bowl gouge.  Eliot took pity on me and offered to mentor me to 

show me how to use the bowl gouge.  He let me come to his home today and gave me a 3-hour, hands-

on lesson.  The amount of information he packed into such a short time could easily fill a 2-day seminar.  

He showed me how to sharpen my (crappy) tools, properly use my (crappy) tools, critiqued the pieces I 

have made, offered suggestions on how to improve my turning and designs, and, most importantly, how to 

properly use my bowl gouge.  I am very grateful to Eliot for helping me out today, and very jealous of all 

the cool tools he's got... not just the wood turning tools!  I hope I was a welcome guest and can come 

back again to learn some more.  My only complaint is that now I need to go out and by more tools (my 

wife is going to kill me). 

Tonight I tried out what he taught me on a piece I had abandoned, and I noticed a tremendous improve-

ment. 

Thank you so much Eliot! 

Karl 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/
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Eliot Feldman knows how to make fine hollow forms.  There can be no question about that.  Just take a 
look at the sampling of some of his pieces that he brought with him to the meeting.  We often may see 
one of his works for a Show & Tell, but seeing a group of them all together at one place and time empha-
sizes their diversity and the skills involved in their production. 
 
He makes them thin, light, and with 
very small openings.  Theyôre 
amazing.  Big ones; little ones; tall 
ones; flat ones...  Do you know how 
hard it is to get that far sideways 
through that little hole?  Think about 
reaching up into those reverse-
curved tops.  And we, at least, un-
derstand conceptually how theyôre 
made.  Imagine a non-turner off the 
street picking one of these up ï 
theyôre awestruck by the lightness.  
ñHow did he do that?ò or ñHow do 
you do that?ò is their first question.  I remember asking it myself years ago when I saw my first one ï I 
think it was a large piece by Al Hockenbery.  That was one of the events that made me want to get in-
volved in woodturning.   
 

Making these is not easy.  Youôre working blind, by touch and sound 
alone, except, perhaps, with the aid of your trusty laser spot.  You have 
to have a plan of attack and know where you are at all times.  One little 
mistake, and BAM!  Pieces fly, and itôs over to the band saw to cut it in 
half and see what went wrong.  Size matters.  Youôre working way over 
the tool rest, and every little grab is magnified by the overhang.  Thatôs 
why most pieces of any significant size are made with constrained sys-
tems, except by the most talented and experienced turners. 
 
The considerable array and variety of tools available in the marketplace 
speaks to the difficulties involved.  There are many approaches and tech-
niques, but none is without its drawbacks and difficulties.  These tools 
and tool systems can be quite expensive, and it is not a good idea to in-
vest in one without seeing it in action and even getting some practice in 
before making any decisions.  Thatôs why a demo like the one put on 
here by Eliot is so valuable.  He showed us a very comprehensive set of 
hardware approaches and solutions to the general problem of safely and 

effectively producing a hollow form.  Watching hollowing may be akin to watching water evaporate, but 
Eliot kept things moving ï time went quickly, and I was mesmerized by the many variations.  It was one of 
the most interesting and worthwhile demos for me that I have attended.  Iôm still making my way through 
open forms, but my goal is to get to the point where I can make one of these closed forms successfully.  
Iôm sure some of the things I heard and saw here will be helpful to me in that endeavor in the future. 
 
If you werenôt there, youôre probably curious now to know what happened.  If you were there, youôre 
probably trying to remember what that one widget was...  So letôs take a brief look at some of the tools we 
saw. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

October Meeting Demonstration (Gary Guenther) 


