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December 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, December 11, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, wear your MCW name tag or get a name tag, 

register your Show & Tell item with Richard Webster, donate 

to the Silent Auction, bid on a Silent Auction item, check out 

the Lending Library videos, and meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Keith Holt - Natural -edge óPouring Vesselô  
                            (Please Note: $5 demo fee) 

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Keith Holt  

Keith, a member of Baltimore Area Woodturners, will be demonstrating his 

techniques for creating a natural-edge pouring vessel.  As a preview of what 

we will be seeing, you can check out his article on his "pouring vessel" that 

was published in Woodturning Design, Spring 2008, Vol. #17, pp 8-14.  Exam-

ples of his work can also be found at: 

http://www.kholtartwork.com/ 

 

 

Keith Holt 

Creations Pouring Vessel 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://www.kholtartwork.com/
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My thanks to all of you who lent pieces for the 

Bethesda Public Library exhibit that will be on 

view from December 5th to January 30, 2009, 

at 7400 Arlington Road, two blocks west of 

Wisconsin Avenue between Bradley Blvd and 

Old Georgetown Road. 

 

Iôm pleased we have a good slate of officers for 2009 for you to approve at 

the December meeting.  

President - Phil Brown 

Vice President - Clif Poodry 

Program Chair - Gary Guenther 

Secretary - Ed Karch 

Assistant Secretary - Tim Aley 

Treasurer - Bob Browning 

Membership - Stuart Glickman 

Newsletter Editor - Michael Blake 

Web Master - Bert Bleckwenn 

For this coming year, I have added an Assistant Secretary to cover for Ed 

Karch when weather, traffic or travel prevents him from attending a meeting. 

In our first two years, we have benefitted from several highly motivated and 

talented members who are now passing on their duties to others.  Bert 

Bleckwenn created and edited an outstanding and award-winning newsletter 

together with a lot of input from Gary Guenther on pictures, articles, and re-

view.  As Secretary, Gary also prepared meeting minutes for the Newsletter.  

Program Chair Eliot Feldman found a demonstrator for every meeting, some 

from out of town, with special talents or skills.  Iôm pleased that you sup-

ported the out-of-town demonstrators by your willingness to pay the extra 

fee.  In addition to being Treasurer, Doug Pearson has done wonders in cre-

ating and maintaining our web site.    

Looking to 2009, Gary as Program Chair is already finding some interesting 

local and superb out-of-town demonstrators.  Michael Blake will be giving us 

his take on the Newsletter and will appreciate material from you.  Bob 

Browning will look after our little pot of gold.  Iôm real pleased Stuart will con-

tinue maintaining our growing membership list.  Clif will provide support and 

backup for me, in addition to developing and managing our Lending Library. 

Bert Bleckwenn will assume responsibilities as our MCW Webmaster.  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 

On the last page of our Newsletters, you see nine volunteers.  My thanks to those willing to continue filling 

those roles and to those new volunteers willing to help next year.  We need a member to handle the 

Group Buys, which at this point is checking discount information for the Newsletter and adding interested 

members to the Hartville Tool list.  Photographs add a lot to our Newsletter, and we need someone to 

take and edit pictures in cooperation with Michael Blake. 

The visit to Mark Supikôs commercial shop last month was a treat.  

The long-bed lathes, the 8' capacity Oliver lathe, and large three-

phase motors were features you wonôt find in the home shop.  

(Years ago in Hawaii, I saw a home made version of the large ca-

pacity lathe, done with concrete towers for head stock and tail 

stock.  Hard now for me to imagine anyone with the motivation and 

energy to turn a massive bowl, or for someone else to have a 

place for it.)  Do see the Supik shop pictures that Gary took and 

edited for the MCW web site.  At the end of the picture gallery are 

two bowls with the pith (not shown) in the base.  I admire Markôs 

success in turning large natural-edge and end-grain bowls with the 

pith in the piece without a radial crack occurring from the drying 

stress. 

If you have not yet renewed your AAW membership or joined, I hope you will by December 31st   to assure 

that you are listed in the membership directory and receive it next year.  The next AAW Symposium is 

June 26 to 28, 2009 in Albuquerque.  See: www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/ 

I look forward to Keith Holtôs demo of a pouring vessel on December 11th.  Do join us. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Financial Report (Bob Browning) 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Clif Poodry  teaches ADVANCED BOWL TURNING on December 20 and 21, 2008, at the Woodworkers 

Club in Rockville, MD.  His classes for 2009 have not been announced.  See:  

www.woodworkersclub.com/practice%20class1.htm 

Donôt be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us about your woodturning activities in the MCW Newsletter.  Send 

your information to Phil Brown at philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 301-767-9863. 

Current MCW balance is $3,304.46 

Member Name    Location  

No New Members for November 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Members with Mark Supik at a small 

lathe 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/
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We had a great turnout for Show & Tell at the last meeting.  Two new guests 

not only showed up but also showed their turning successes.  John Creeder 

is obviously a very talented turner, as evidenced by his very successful egg 

execution and segmented bowl.  Jerry Mauch shows great promise, as well, 

with his very nice walnut natural-edged bowl.   I hope they were both en-

couraged by their meeting experience and will join our growing club and 

contribute to our continuing success.   Mentoring is alive and well as demon-

strated by Karl Vilbigôs collection of turnings spurred on by mentoring from 

Eliot Feldman.  All of these are great examples of our chapterôs continuing 

success supported by all of our members. 

I encourage our members to seek out opportunities to assist and improve 

the chapter as we move into 2009. 

With this Newsletter edition complete, I now pass the baton to Mike Blake as 

the 2009 Newsletter Editor and wish him great success.        Bert  

Editorôs Perspective (Bert Bleckwenn) 

CALLS FOR ENTRIES     (This is a repeat of items in Oct and Nov) 

1. MCW and Chesapeake Woodturners (CW) will jointly hold a juried show of 

members work at the Columbia Art Center, May 14 - June 14, 2009.  An appli-

cation announcement should be available on the MCW website in the next 

month or two. 

2. The Creative Craft Council will again hold its juried all-media exhibit of work 

by members of guilds in this metropolitan area at the Strathmore Mansion in 

North Bethesda in the spring of 2009.  The application will be out this winter.   

Turned wood is welcome in this multimedia juried exhibit.   For any MCW 

member interested in selling high quality work, building a resume, and gaining 

exposure, this is a first class exhibit and an important local event to enter. 

3. ñSpirit of the Southwest.ò  Details are on page 17 in the Fall issue of the AAW 

Journal and on the AAW website at: 

 www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/spirit/SpiritApplication.pdf.   

Your application is due by February 9, 2009. 

Shows & Events (Phil Brown) 

Mentor Program  (Donald Couchman) 

For personal help from a more experienced MCW member, contact Don 

Coachman  at 301-963-6770 to identify a potential mentor for you. 

The 

Passing of the Baton  

www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009/spirit/SpiritApplication.pdf
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Future Meetings (Gary Guenther) 

If you have suggestions for future meeting demonstrators, or would consider demonstrating something yourself, 
please contact our Program Chair, Gary Guenther at gary.guenther@att.net or by phone at 301-384-7594.  

 
I would like to sincerely thank Eliot Feldman for doing an outstanding job as Program Chair in our first two, 
formative years.  I enjoyed every demo.  I hope I am able to follow successfully in his footsteps to provide 
you with a wide assortment of talented demonstrators and fascinating topics.   
 

January 2009 ï Mark Supik  ï Turnaround is fair play.  As a follow-up to our November visit to Markôs 
production shop (see Field Trip article in this Newsletter), Mark has kindly agreed to come down and 
do a demo for us on turning end-grain bowls.  (See the lovely hornbeam bowl on page 19 and others 
online at the MCW Photo Gallery Field Trip link.)  Markôs web site is www.marksupikco.com.   
 
May 2009 ï Barbara Dill  ï multi-axis work (see www.barbaradill.com).  Barbara comes to us from the 
Richmond area where she is a professional woodturner and teacher.  She presents demonstrations, 
with handouts, that are an adventure into the various ways to think about multi-axis spindle turning 
and the tools and techniques that make it work.  She has created a conceptual model that helps clarify 
oneôs thinking about something that can be difficult to understand.  She is also known locally for her 
beautiful salad bowls and other objects made with local green woods.   

August 2009 ï J. Paul Fennell  ï the process of creating a work of wood art -- design, 
form, hollowing, carving, piercing, and finishing (see www.jpaulfennell.com).  Paul is a 
Charter Member of AAW.  You can seen his work on the cover of (and inside) the re-
cently issued book ñNew Masters of Woodturningò (reviewed on page 21 of the June 
2008 MCW Newsletter).  If you attended our meeting at Jerry and Deena Kaplanôs 
house, you may remember the striking ñWoodturners Wifflebatò and ball, done by Paul, 
in the Library (see photos on page 14 of the same (June 2008) MCW Newsletter).  
Plan your vacation time so as not to miss this demo ï this is a must see. 
 

Although we have not yet set firm dates, I have agreement in principle from Stan Sherman  to show us 
how he makes his wonderful segmented vessels, and, dare I say, from David Ellsworth , the Master him-
self.  Now that will be a real treat. 

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another member in our membership list near your community, 

let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in locating a member to provide transportation. 

2009 Meeting Schedule  

January 8  
Mark Supik 

February 12  March 12  

April 9  
May 7 

Barbara Dill 
June 11  

July 9  
August 6  

J. Paul Fennell 
September 10  

October 8  November 12  December 10  

mailto:gary.guenther@att.net
http://www.marksupikco.com/
http://www.barbaradill.com/
http://www.jpaulfennell.com/
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November Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

Twenty-six people attended the November meeting.  
Silent Auction and Show & Tell tables were set up while 
everyone enjoyed chatting about their current projects 
and inspecting the interesting Chapter Challenge 
pieces arriving.  Richard Webster managed the Show & 
Tell table and collected the documentation, while Hal 
Burdette shot the still photos for the Gallery.  The Li-
brary videos were available for lending.  Gary Guenther 
shot the candid photographs of the eveningôs activities, 
with help from Tim Aley.  Clif Poodry set up a video 
camera and projector to provide better visual access to 
the action on the lathe. 
 

 

The Silent Auction had some very nice 
walnut and maple logs thanks to Clif 
Poodry and Ilya Zavorin.  That was a nice 
haul for the high bidders.  Please pick up 
some of that stray wood you see cut up at 
the curbside and bring it to our December 
meeting.  Some of our Members can 
surely use it, and the proceeds benefit 
MCW. 
 

 
President Phil Brown welcomed everyone and gave our first-time visitors the opportunity to introduce 
themselves.  He raffled off an issue of American Woodturner, the Journal of the American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW), our parent organization, as an incentive for non-members.  We encourage all of our 
Members to join this national, sponsoring body.  Please note that you must join or renew your AAW mem-
bership before December 31 to have your name listed in the AAW Resource Directory. 

Phil made the following announcements: 

Our Membership Chairman, Stuart Glickman, is collecting $20 MCW Membership dues for 2009.  We 
would appreciate it if everyone would take care of this promptly. 

We are scheduled to exhibit our works at the Bethesda Public Library from December 5, 2008 to Janu-

ary 30, 2009.  We would appreciate it if you would lend pieces for this display.  We need 50 pieces for 
this show, so we hope everyone will bring two.  A table is set aside tonight for you to place your items, 
or you can deliver them to my house before December 3. 

 

We currently have three exhibits planned for 2009 -- the Potomac Public Library (May), a joint, juried 

show with Chesapeake Woodturners at the Columbia Art Center (May 14 - June 14), and the Quince 
Orchard Public Library in Gaithersburg (TBD).  Please plan to help represent MCW by lending some of 
your work. 

We will have several new Officers for next year, after our election next month.  We need a Secretary 

to write up the Meeting Minutes for the Newsletter.  Doug Pearson would like to be replaced as Web-
master, as he is quite occupied working on his new house.  We need a computer guru willing to han-

(Continued on page 7) 


