
Next  Meeting:  Thursday,  December  7,  2017  -    
Potluck  and  Bob  Anderson  –  Safe  Lichtenberg  Fractal  
Burning  

                             
 
Before the December meeting we will hold our annual Pot 
Luck Dinner. As we have done the past, we won’t ask people 
to sign up for a specific item, just to bring a dish of your 
choice to share. We usually get a good mix of items, and 
we hope for the same this year. MCW will provide the 
plates, napkins, plasticware, and drinks. Please come early 
(6:30 dinner; 7:00 meeting) to break bread and share 
conversation with fellow members. 
 
During the meeting, you’ll have an opportunity to see and 
try Lichtenberg fractal burning, a method of adding 
decoration to wood. Bob Anderson will lead the 
demonstration and discuss very important safety 
pocedures and recommendations. The process involves 
applying a conductive liquid (most often baking soda or borax dissolved in water) to a 
piece of wood and then using electrodes to pass a current through the liquid to create a 
burn pattern in the wood. The pattern created is random and is often said to look like a 
tree’s branches or root system. The most common power sources used in fractal burning 



are a neon light transformer, a microwave transformer, or an oil burner transformer. 
The microwave transformer, while very inexpensive when using an old microwave, is 
VERY DANGEROUS due to its high power. This is the type of setup that has resulted in 
a number of deaths to wood artists and caused the AAW to ban discussion of it in their 
publications and prohibit demonstrations at their sponsored events. Do not do this! Do 
not even think about using a microwave transformer. 

 
The process we will use involves a neon light 
transformer, which has a much lower amperage 
and is much safer than the microwave 
transformer. There are a number of 
protections we’ll use that allow fractal burning 
in a safe manner. First, unlike some artists who 
hold the insulated electrodes and move them to 

the wood, in the technique we’ll use, the artist is never near the electrodes when they 
are connected to the power source. Secondly, we’ll use a dead man’s switch (a decidedly 
unfortunately named device), a power strip with an on-off button, a lamp to show when 
there is power to the electrodes, a number of insulating devices, and wooden scaffolds 
and plastic holders for the electrodes. Finally, everything is on the floor so if something 
falls there is no involuntary reflex to grab it (as would more likely happen if the system 
were higher, as on a table.) 
Seven people have signed up to try the process at the meeting. If you did not sign up 
and would like to try it, please feel free to bring something and we’ll go as late as we can 
to try to give to everyone a chance. If you don’t have a chance at the meeting, see Bob 
who has offered to show the process in his home shop for anyone we can’t get to a the 
meeting . 
 
No Demo Fee but please bring something to share at the pot 
luck! 
Start bringing food to the classroom 6:30 and share a story or 
two along with our meal. 


