
 

 

 

MCW Newsletter  

Montgomery County Woodturners  
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org 

Next Meeting Location Agenda 

Thursday  
9 November 2017 

Woodworkers Club  
 

6:30  - 7:00 Set-up, Check-in Show, Tell & 
Ask items,  Silent Auction 
Shop in the Woodworkers Club 
Store 

7:00 ï 9:30 11910-L Parklawn Drive 7:00 ï 7:20 Business meeting 

Rockville, MD 20852 7:20 ï 7:50 Show, Tell & Ask 

 (301) 984-9033 7:50 ï 9:20 Program 

 9:20 - 9:45 Clean up, claim your auction 
items and pay for selected items 

Note:  Please park in the rear of the building (or the last half of the side) because all the spaces in 
the front are reserved for short term parking. 

 

Evening Program   Steve Haddix:  Creating a Cheap 

Video Hollowing system. 

 

Have you purchased a hollowing tool and canôt stop 
going through the sides?  Canôt visualize where you 
are cutting blind?   Do you want to get into hollowing 
but it looks too hard?  This meeting will show you how 
to cheaply get started in ñseeingò what you are 
cutting.  
Steve Haddix brings his imaginative and analytical 
mind to the front of the meeting room again.  This 
time he will show you how to put together a cheap 
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video hollowing system.  He will demonstrate why this is a great option for hollowing and 
how it works.  He will then concentrate on how to put it together with at least two different 
hardware options to use the electronics you may already have.  If you donôt have any, he 
will talk about cheap options and where you can purchase them.   This will be a great 
meeting for anyone thinking of hollowing.   

There is no demo fee. 

 

Presidentȭs Perspective  by Ellen Davis   

At our December 7, 2017 meeting we will hold our Annual Election for 

Executive Officers. As you can see from the ballot below we have several 

Executive Level positions open. Please nominate yourself and get ñOn Boardò. 

Without YOU running MCW becomes more difficult so choose to make a 

difference and keep MCW moving in the right direction! 

Your ballot is attached at the end of this newsletter. Bring your copy. 

 

%ÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ by Stephen Price 

It has been realé The December issue will be my last, I hope it is not the last. Please step forward 

to pick up the ball and carry it for a while. 

The content for the December Newsletter needs to be in by Thanksgiving ï so donôt put it off. 

 

Special Reminder  from Gary Guenther 

MCW visit to the world -famous craft -art collections of Fleur Bresler  

MCW Members are privileged to be invited to the home of famous wood art (and other media) 

collector, Fleur Bresler, to tour her collections on Saturday, November 18, from 1-3 p.m.  This is an 

opportunity not to be missed.  As always for our tours, spouses are welcome.  We are size limited, 

so additional guests unfortunately cannot be accepted this time.  

Some of us were there three years ago in a joint visit with Chesapeake Woodturners, but even if 

you came then, youôll want to return because Fleur has acquired a lot of new items, and many of 

the ones she had then are being displayed in new ways and locations.  Hereôs a photo album from 

that visit to whet your appetite:  

https://get.google.com/albumarchive/106891946865477202075/album/AF1QipPdZvr1SCIHzjyn6_Nj

Qnny4z9TIhxgOokYo42f?source=pwa 

https://get.google.com/albumarchive/106891946865477202075/album/AF1QipPdZvr1SCIHzjyn6_NjQnny4z9TIhxgOokYo42f?source=pwa
https://get.google.com/albumarchive/106891946865477202075/album/AF1QipPdZvr1SCIHzjyn6_NjQnny4z9TIhxgOokYo42f?source=pwa
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It will be worth this visit alone just to see her recent birthday present to herself ï a new, 

commissioned, steel and glass dining room table that you wonôt be able to take your eyes off of.   

The same is true of her teapot collection.  While all media are represented, Fleur specializes in 

wood art ï primarily in turned wood.  Every major woodturning artist you can name is represented in 

multitude (including seminal, early works), as well as many you canôt.  If you want to make a 

scavenger hunt out of it, you can look for the Phil Browns, or the Mike Hosaluks or the Mark Sfirris 

or the Todd Hoyers or Stoney Lamars or Al Stirts... I could go on...  And, of course, you wonôt want 

to miss the life size ñFleurò created by Liam OôNeill and actually finished at the Woodworkers Club.  

The last time I was there, I learned something new ï she even has a netsuke collection!   

Fleurôs catalog of accomplishments, contributions, and honors is so lengthy I wonôt even begin to try 

to list them.  Let it simply be said that she is very generous and a driving force in education, 

scholarship, documentation, and support of the craft movement.   

For this rare opportunity, RSVP is required.  I already have a list of proposed attendees, based on 

signups at the October meeting and responses to my earlier email.  If you wish to come and have 

not yet told me, please do so immediately.  Please do not come if you havenôt signed up.  If you 

have already signed up but cannot come, please let me know as soon as possible because I may 

have a waiting list.  You can email me at my usual address if you have it, or at 

gary.guenther@iname.com if you donôt. 

Fleur lives in the Grosvenor complex in ñNorth Bethesdaò just off of Rockville Pike across from the 

Grosvenor-Strathmore metro station.  The exact address will be sent out by email to people on my 

signup list.    

There are a number of very delicate displays that could be easily damaged accidentally, so we 

request that you leave any bags you may bring at the door.  Please do not touch the pieces without 

permission and assistance.  Fleur will be moving around with ad hoc small groups and answering 

questions. You are free to wander and enjoy the many spaces at your own pace.  Photography is 

permitted for personal use only, and flash is discouraged.  If you have any questions, please 

contact me by email or phone (noon to 10 p.m.).   

Cheers, Gary 

 

Meeting Minutes      by Steve Drake 

President Ellen Da vis called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, welcoming approximately 35 

members and guests.  

General Announcements:  

Å Jaimianne Amicucci, Jeff Bernstien, Judy Chernoff, and Fleur Bresler were guests at the 

meeting. 

Å The next meeting is November 9, 2017. 

Å Ellen thanked Burt Bleckwenn for the video upgrade that he has accomplished. 
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Å Mike Colella announced that there are two more weeks of the Renaissance Fair if 

anyone wants to come see his shop there. 

Bring -Back Challenge and prize raffle:   Gary Guenther won last monthôs Bring-Back Challenge 

and has donated a canarywood femisphere for this monthôs drawing. Tina Chisena won the drawing 

and will bring something to next monthôs drawing. Also, Mike Collela, the August winner, presented 

Gary with a resin impregnated bell. (Insert photo of items) 

Membership dues:  Ellen Davis reminded everyone that it is almost time to renew your 

membership in MCW. Please do so at the November or December meetings. 

Appreciation Platter:    MCW has been meeting at the Woodturnerôs Club for over 10 years.  

 

Richard Webster, Phil Brown, Clif Poodry, and Gary Guenther presented a large platter to Amy 

Bender, Ralph Duarte, and Chris Johnstone as a token of the clubôs appreciation for their providing 

a meeting place for the MCW. 

 

Elections:  MCW elections are coming up and people need to consider running to fill the positions. 

Most of the offices will need to be filled as most of the current officers are stepping down. Several 

backup positions also still need to be filled. 

Turn for the Troops:   We are approaching 500 pens so thank you to everyone that has contributed 

to this effort. The official Turn for the Troops turning sessions are November 10th, 11th, and 12th. 

There will be a preparation session on Saturday, October 28th at 10 oôclock at the Woodturnerôs 

Club. Help is needed at both the preparation session and as mentors and turners at the turning 
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sessions. Please contact Roman Steichen at roman@goodtimescasinos.com to volunteer for this 

fun event. 

Turning Works:  Bob Browning is continuing to work with this program but does need some more 

bowls that can be donated to charity. Contact Bob directly at suznbob@verizon.net. 

Wounded Warrior Program:  The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 13th at 12:30 at 

the Woodworkerôs Club. Please contact Don Van Ryk at DVANRYK@NIAID.NIH.GOV for more 

information. Mentors are always needed. 

Skill Enhancement:  The October Skills Enhancement session is Sunday, October 15th from 10:00 

am - 1:30 pm with the last 30 minutes reserved for lathe maintenance. Contact Matt Radtke at 

mattradtke@gmail.com to reserve a space at this session or at the next session on November 9th. 

Public Library exhibit:  Our traveling exhibit is on display at the Damascus Public Library and looks 

great. Please contact Joe Barnard at barnards@wood-crafted.com with any questions. (See  Joeôs 

comments below) 

Facebook page:  The MCW Facebook is very active with frequent postings and discussions. Check 

them out at https://www.facebook.com/groups/194941367515051. 

Visit to Richard Websterôs Collection: Richard Webster has invited members to come visit his 

shop and see his woodturning collection on November 5th, 2017 from 3-6. More information will be 

coming in emails. 

Visit to the B resler Collection:  Fleur Bresler has invited members to come visit the renowned 

Bresler Collection of wood art on November 18th from 1-3. Space is limited and reservations should 

be made with Gary Guenther after he has sent out more information by email. 

Activities and Opportunities:  

Turnabout ï Women at the Lathe: An exhibit of work by women turners is traveling the country. It 

will be starting at Appalachian Center for Craft in Smithville, Tennessee (January 15, 2018 - March 

12, 2018) and will then travel to the AAW Gallery in St. Paul (June 3-July 29, 2018). Online 

applications for the exhibit will be accepted October 1 through November 15, 2017. More 

information is available at http://tinyurl.com/2018turnabout.  

Mid-Atlantic Woodturners Symposium: October 27-29, 2017 at the Lancaster Marriot Hotel. 

Please watch for additional information at https://www.facebook.com/MAwoodturners. 

The Center for Art in Wood: 2017 Annual Foundersô Fundraiser: Saturday, November 11, 2017. 

There will be a reception and VIP Tours of Current Exhibitions and of the museumôs collection with 

a $500+ Sponsorship. 

There are two juried shows coming in 2018 where members can submit their works. They are the 

Blackrock Show and the Glen Echo Show. Phil Brown will be sending out more information on 

these by email. 

Gallery Photography:  Thank you to Mike Colella for both taking the Gallery pictures of the Show 

and Tell items and for moving the pieces back and forth.  

--Steve Drake, Secretary  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/194941367515051
http://tinyurl.com/2018turnabout
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Bring Back Challenge  

Gary Guenther won last monthôs Bring-Back 

Challenge and has donated a canarywood 

femisphere for this monthôs drawing. Tina Chisena 

won the drawing and will bring something to next 

monthôs drawing. Also, Mike Collela, the August 

winner, presented Gary with a resin impregnated 

bell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

,ÁÓÔ -ÏÎÔÈȭÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ    by Gary Guenther 

Taking Your Own Work to the Next Level  

We had an excellent Program last month by Andy DiPietro.  http://woodartforms.com/dir/  His works 

are amazing and instantly recognizable.  He did a great job showing the progression of his style and 

techniques that lets him do the very complex things he's doing now.  

During his talk, he mentioned design, finding the best wood, turning, band sawing, sandblasting, 

bleaching, coloring, and finishing, among many other things. 

In the paragraphs below Gary put together some information that Andy had sent him on the 

techniques and specific products he uses. The techniques discussed were not limited to hollow 

forms. They can be applied to all forms of turned objects.  

Here are some surface decoration and finishing tips that Andy passed along   He uses a lot of oak, 

but much of this can be applied to other woods, as well.  Thereôs also an online gallery web site 

mentioned at the end.  (Gary notes that he has added the bold emphasis to help guide your eyes 

through the text.)   

Andy says: ñFor my white vessels, I sandblast them to open the pores, which creates a nice 

textured look and feel.  I bleach them 3 or 4 times with a strong wood bleach to remove stains that 

will bleed through later. (Garyôs note: See below for more information about bleaching wood.)  Andy 

wipe off the bleach residue with a damp paper towel. I have had success with smaller pieces and 

fresh cut pieces of oak, but the taller forms and older pieces (say 6 months) can get mineral stains 

that stay black.  So, I also pickle (whitewash) the surface. I use a good wall primer like Kilz and thin 

http://woodartforms.com/dir/
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it down with water. Maybe 3 parts water, 1 part primer and brush on light coats and wipe it back off 

with a paper towel. The primer will give it the bright white color and the bleaching hopefully removes 

much of the staining.  After it dries overnight, for a finish, I spray on a couple light coats of water-

based clear lacquer to seal it. This is what I use (link below); not cheap but works well over waxed 

surfaces, which is usually unheard of.  I use a light spray over my pinstriped vessels which have 

liming wax on them.  I like the satin finish best.ò 

https://www.mohawkproducts.com/MOHAWK-PERFECT-BLEND-WATERBORNE-GLOSS-p/m102-

pb-waterborne.htm?1=1&CartID=0 

ñFor color, I use Mohawk ultra-penetrating wood dye stains: 

https://www.mohawkproducts.com/Mohawk-Ultra-Penetrating-Stain-p/m520.htm 

ñI use them straight out of the bottle (not mixing from a few drops, as with other brands) to obtain a 

consistent result.  They come in many colors.  ñ 

Bleaching: Andy says: ñI use Daly's 2 part bleach that you now can buy from Sears or Amazon 

http://www.sears.com/daly-s-wood-finishing-products-17190-a-b-bleach/p-SPM8492345911 

Garyôs Note: You can easily make your own much more cheaply from readily available products. An 

early version of the article on bleaching wood is linked on our MCW web site as a "YMMV" Tip at: 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Tip33-WoodBleach.pdf 

Later, he wrote it up for American Woodturner.  If you're an AAW Member, you can find it here:  

Feb. 2013 American Woodturner, Vol. 28 #1 (Feb. 2013), pp 50-51. 

Andy also recommends the online gallery known as ñWood Symphonyò, run by Larisa Safaryan. He 

says: ñShe juries several online gallery exhibits each year. Too many brick & mortar galleries are 

closing each year, so the latest idea is to sell art through online gallery exhibits (and your own 

personal website).ò  http://www.woodsymphony.com/woodart17.html 

Please contact Gary if you have any questions.  Gary offered that he may be able to answer them, 

or I can refer them to Andy. 

 

  

https://www.mohawkproducts.com/MOHAWK-PERFECT-BLEND-WATERBORNE-GLOSS-p/m102-pb-waterborne.htm?1=1&CartID=0
https://www.mohawkproducts.com/MOHAWK-PERFECT-BLEND-WATERBORNE-GLOSS-p/m102-pb-waterborne.htm?1=1&CartID=0
https://www.mohawkproducts.com/Mohawk-Ultra-Penetrating-Stain-p/m520.htm
http://www.sears.com/daly-s-wood-finishing-products-17190-a-b-bleach/p-SPM8492345911
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Tip33-WoodBleach.pdf
http://www.woodsymphony.com/woodart17.html
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Show, Tell and Ask  

First e have pictures of people talking about their item followed by the gallery photos.  

   

      

  

 

      

   

      


































