
 

 

September Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be: 

Date: Thursday, September 6, 2007 
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 
Location: Woodworkers Club 
  4950 Wyaconda Road 
  Rockville, MD 20853 
   (301) 984-9033 

Agenda  

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name  tag, register your Show & Tell 
 item with Mike Collela. donate to the silent auction, bid 
 on a silent auction item, and meet fellow members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Brief business meeting, Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program: Ed Kelle - Turned and Carved Vessels  

   ($10 Fee applies to this session)  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your silent auction items, pack  
   up, put the lathe and space back in order. 

Program  

Ed Kelle - Turned and Carved Vessels 

 

Biography  

After graduating from the University of Notre Dame in 1991 with degrees in 
Management and Design, I ventured into the world of fine art, focusing on 
painting. In the following years, I participated in many local shows while devel-
oping my own style. I have received two grants from the New York State 
Foundation for the Arts. At the same time I also began sculpting in stone, an 
experience that has taken my art into the third dimension.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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During the mid 90's, I entered the field of Graphic Design, specializing in digi-
tal retouching and package design. One decade later, I found that I had be-
come detached from the creative process of working with my hands. After dis-
covering woodturning I have found the passion that had been missing. 

Nothing compares to the experience of taking a piece of wood and watching a 
shape develop while revealing the secrets nature has hidden in it's grain. 
Every piece is a new adventure and an opportunity to produce a one-of-a-kind 
object that is missing from every day life. 

Each day at the lathe is an exciting adventure, as I push myself to develop my 
art further and explore new directions, while drawing on the knowledge base 
of all my previous life experiences. 

One of my new joys comes from teaching woodturning.  I love to share my 
passion for turning with others. I am available for private lessons as well as 
group demonstrations.  

Achievements  

1994  

New York State Foundation for the Arts Special Opportunity Stipend 

1995  

New York State Foundation for the Arts Special Opportunity Stipend 

2005 

Long Island Woodworking Show - 2nd Place Accessories Category 

American Association of Woodturners EOG Grant 

American Association of Woodturners Online Forum Contest - Fall ó05 Goblets - 3rd 

place - Wedding Goblets 
2006 

Long Island Woodworking Show - 2nd Place Turning Category 

Long Island Woodworking Show - 3rd Place Unique Category 

American Association of Woodturners Online Forum Contest - Spring ó06 Bowls - 

3rd place - Volcano Boy 

American Association of Woodturners Online Forum Contest - Summer ó06 Deco-

rated Platter - 3rd place - Hula Platter 

American Association of Woodturners 2006 National Symposium - Selected for 

Critique - Hula Platter 

Totally Turning 2006 Symposium - Selected for Critique - Coral Platter  
2007 

American Association of Woodturners Online Forum Contest - Winter ó07 Orna-

ments - 1st place - Christmas Ornament 

Yankee Woodturning Symposium - Selected for Critique - All That's Left 

American Association of Woodturners 2007 National Symposium - Selected for 

Turning Green Exhibit - The Fragile 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Publications  
American Woodturner - Winter 2006, Instant Gallery - Hula Platter 

Woodcraft Magazine - January 2007, Show Off - Coral Bowl 

Woodwork Magazine - February 2007, Gallery - Coral Bowl 

Scrollsaw Woodworking and Crafts Magazine - Sprint 2007, 

Spalted Wood article - Beech Hollowforms 

American Woodturner - Spring 2007, Website Winner - Ornament 

Fine Woodworking - June 2007, Readers Gallery - Coral Bowl 

Member  

American Association of Woodturners 

Long Island Woodturners Club 

Guild of Long Island Woodturners 

The Woodturning Center 

 

 

Featured in Fall 2007 Woodturning Design  

Readerôs Gallery 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Textured and colored Maple bowl, 7" 

Ed Kelle can be reached at:  www.kellewoodturning.com 

http://www.kellewoodturning.com


 

 

Amazing how many specialties 
there are within woodturning.  I 
believe we only have four mem-
bers doing segmented work, but 
everyone attending the August 
meeting gave rap attention to 
Dean Swaggertôs detailed expla-
nations leading to the creation of 
his amazing open segmented ves-
sels.  Iôm pleased so many of you 
have the curiosity to learn about a 
technique you may never under-
take.  Or, am I in for a surprise as 
more segmented work appears at 
our meetings? 

I am very appreciative of the free meeting space that Nick Suttora has pro-
vided to us this formative year, and I have been concerned that we may wear 
out our welcome.  Therefore I was looking forward to meeting at VisArts 
where a lathe should be available.  But, they wanted $1,500 a year for 12 
meetings, which is way beyond our current means and my desire to champion 
the required increase.  (If we owned our own large capacity and suitable lathe, 
there are other places in the county we could arrange to meet annually for 
about half that amount.)  After several weeks we received an offer of free 
meeting space in exchange for the design and construction of secure storage 
of lathe accessories and tools, and any other storage and capabilities that 
turners may have in the wood studio.  Also we are welcome to donate or fund 
raise for additional equipment or features we would like to see installed.  Else-
where in this Newsletter is a more detailed discussion of this for your consid-
eration before I bring up a request for volunteers at the September meeting. 

On another matter, the policies devised by bureaucracies never cease to 
amaze me.  The new Rockville Public Library has 8 nice display cases, two of 
which were empty about two months ago, and one contained hand-made ob-
jects sold by a local international shop.  I requested two cases for a MCW dis-
play next March or April.  This is their recent response: ñThe Rockville Library 
does not have a public forum display case. Therefore the Montgomery County 
Woodturners will not be able to display their work at the library.ò  They re-
ferred me to other libraries. Three public libraries that I had contacted previ-
ously are glad to have exhibitors in their wall cases. 

With summer winding down, I hope you will have more time for wood turning 
and can also join us at meetings this fall. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
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Member Name    Location  
Shelley Grossman  Bethesda 
Rev. Joe Clark   Washington Grove 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

MCW Membership Application forms available at:  http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx 

To become a member, please print out, complete and either mail it or personally deliver it to Stuart Glick-

man along with a check payable to Montgomery County Woodturners.   Please ensure you include your 

email address as notification of the monthly MCW Newsletter publication is made electronically.  In addi-

tion, include your personal website if  you would like it referenced on the MCW website as a way to show-

case your work.  

Express your interests and needs.  We encourage everyone to complete a MCW Member Interest Profile 

which is included with the Membership Application form on the MCW website.   This is of great benefit to 

the officers as  we develop programs to meet everyoneôs needs.  Please take the time to complete your 

profile and provide to Stuart Glickman at the next chapter meeting. 

Membership Application Form and Interest Profile (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 
night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 
member in our membership list near your community, 
let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

Member Discounts (Clif Poodry) 

Rockville Woodworkers Club   http://www.woodworkersclub.com/  

Remember to support the Woodworkers Club by purchasing turning supplies during our meetings and 
save 10 percent on the retail price. 

Woodturning Club Member - Login  http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com  
Club members: Save 10% on all finishes & disc abrasives with Craft Supplies USA! Just mention your 
club name and save, all year long.   You can always see current club specials by clicking on the members 
login button on their homepage. New 15% specials are updated on the 1st of the month, which can ne 
accessed by clicking on the hotlink above and going to the club member login located on the lower right 
portion of the page. 
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Mentor Program  (Donald Couchman) 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Membership.aspx
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
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Silent Auction (Doug Pearson) 

The silent auction continues to be a popular and well supported feature of the 
monthly meeting.  Credit for the success of the silent auction is due to our 
President, Phil Brown, as he brings in much of the wood which is always high 
in quality, nicely prepared, and coated with sealer. 

Editorôs  Viewpoint  (Bert Bleckwenn) 

Lots of variety in this monthôs newsletter!   

One of the startup challenges of editing the newsletter was getting off on the 
wrong foot in numbering the newsletter issues and the corresponding file 
naming convention.  You might have noticed that last monthôs file number did 
not match the issue number.  So, starting with this issue, the issue number 
and file numbering scheme will match and correspond to the number of the 
month. Phewé got that off my chest. 

Of special interest is this monthôs safety focus by Gary Guenther regarding 
Wood Toxicity.  Everyone should be aware of the issues and implications on 
oneôs health.  Gary extracted and highlighted several articles of most interest 
to us as wood turners.  The AAW site calls out the issue of Wood Toxicity as 
well, highlighting some of the same articles.   Hereôs the AAW Links for future 
reference as well. 

Wood Toxicity Articles & Links  

Wood/Dust Toxicity - Greater Vancouver Woodturner's Guild  

List of woods toxic to man - appeared in American Woodturner, June 1990  

Toxic Woods - HSE Information Sheet 

Hazards of inhaling wood dust - OSHA article 

 

Speaking of safety, I canôt pass up the opportunity to give Gary Guenther a 
friendly jab about a momentary lapse in safety.  I saw him capturing pictures 
during last monthôs demonstration atop one of the stools as you can see on 
the left.  Luckily, we didnôt have to pick Gary up off the cement. 

I continue  my member focus with this monthôs member profile of Phil Brown.  
As you will see, spending time with Phil is always an enlightening experience.  
Since I had much more content than my design point of a two-page spread 
per member, I ended up creating an additional section exploring his technique 
of managing large log flitches.  I hope  you find it as enlightening as I did. 

One final point of interest: In talking with Nick Suttora at the Woodworkers 
Club, I  verified that he can order anything from the Woodcraft catalog and 
have it shipped directly to the store and avoid some of the shipping fees.  In 
addition, he benefits from the purchase as well.   I encourage  you to consider 
placing future orders through Nick for Woodcraft items as a courtesy for his 
continued support of MCW. 

http://www.gvwg.ca/docs/Articles/WoodToxicity.htm
http://old.mendelu.cz/~horacek/toxic.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/wis30.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/wooddust/
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The website has pretty much hit itôs stride with one exception.  In order to standardize on a picture format 

in the Gallery section, Pat Taylor has volunteered to publish the Show & Tell and meeting pictures on 

Flicker.com.  Last months photos have been posted and look very professional.  They can be viewed by 

clicking on the Photo Gallery link on the main menu, then  clicking on either of the August links.  Iôd like to 

thank Pat for taking on this job.  Thanks also to Stuart Glickman for taking the Show and Tell pictures last 

month in Mike Colellaôs absence and as always, Gary Guenther for taking the candid shots of the meet-

ings.  Hereôs a direct link to the Photo Gallery to try out the newest enhancement: 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/PhotoGallery.aspx 

Volunteers Needed for the VisArts Wood Studio  (Phil Brown) 

VisArts, in downtown Rockville, plans to have their woodworking studio open for classes and users on 
Monday, October 15th as well as the availability of the large meeting room.  While primary emphasis 
seems to be on woodworking equipment and skills, there are expected to be six lathes available.  Five of 
the lathes will be Nova DVR XP lathes with two mounted on stands.  The three additional Nova lathes will 
be mounted on boards for temporary placement on the four woodworking benches, as needed.  When not 
in use, they will be stored on a wall with cleats.  Positioning of these lathes may require two people to lift 
them up. The Nova lathes have a 16" swing and 24" between centers.  Additional specifications for these 
lathes can be found at  www.woodcraft.com/family.aspx?FamilyID=5485.   The sixth lathe will be a used 
Powermatic 3520 which is expected to be donated and setup for heavy duty work. 

Currently lacking in the plans are secure storage cabinets for lathe accessories and turning tools, and a 
resting place for tools, etc. while in use.  Open shelving for temporary storage while turners are in the stu-
dio may be useful.  VisArts has funds to purchase wood for these needs.  They need volunteers to design 
and construct the cabinets and shelving, possibly at your home if the shop is not ready before the open-
ing date or when you are available.  Over time, it may be determined that addition resources need to be 
installed ð like dust collection at the lathes, compressed air equipment and lines, sharpening equipment, 
and other improvements, etc.  Particularly, the secure storage is needed before classes begin.  Open stu-
dio users would also find the space much more user friendly with some shelving and with the lathe acces-
sories and tools available. 

If MCW members did this work, we would be allowed to hold our monthly meetings in the large meeting 
room for some period of time at no charge.  This would be in exchange for their normal fee of $125 for 
use of a meeting room, or $1,500 for our 12 meetings per year. The wood studio will be full of equipment 
and too small for us to use as a meeting space.   

For the time being, I would like to separate the wood studio-enabling work from the decision to hold our 
meetings in the large meeting room at VisArts.  I would like to see the woodturning resource ready for 
classes and for fee users ð some of whom are likely to be MCW members.  After we have a chance to 
become acquainted with access and ability to meet a requirement for no dust in the meeting room, we 
can make a group decision about meeting there. 

To design and construct the storage units, we need a number of volunteers.  During the design process, 
volunteers should plan to work in consultation with any known or expected turning instructors.  Hopefully 
those of you potentially interested in being instructors would also become involved.  If you might be a fu-
ture user of the wood studio, or would like to help make the wood studio functional for others, or are inter-
ested in the exchange of work for a meeting place, please tell Phil Brown of your willingness to help. 

http://Flicker.com
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/PhotoGallery.aspx


 

 

August  Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

President Phil Brown welcomed members and guests and encouraged every-
one to get a name tag and to introduce themselves to someone they didnôt 
know.  That person next to you is interesting and has a lot to share ï just like 
you!  This is an excellent opportunity to make new friends within our commu-
nity.  I particularly enjoy greeting the new friends I have made in MCW.  A total 
of 27 Members and Guests joined us for the August meeting.  We were privi-
leged to have Ed Kelle, a widely respected turner from Long Island, NY as a 
visitor.  Ed, who will be our speaker/demonstrator next month, was in town to 
present a Workshop and Demo for CAW on Friday and Saturday.   He brought 
a couple of his unique pieces for Show & Tell (see Gallery). 

Phil pointed out that the Silent Auction of woods, and other items, is a monthly 
event that needs your support.  Please think about bringing something to put 
on the table.  If nothing else, itôs a good way to help clean up your workshop!  
While the small income from this act of sharing augments your MCW treasury, 
the true benefits are for those Members who are able to obtain interesting 
woods or tools that they may not otherwise have access to.  The August Show 
& Tell gathered $38 for your treasury. 

In order to get an idea about how we are communicating with you, Phil asked 
how many Members are reading this Newsletter and using it to obtain informa-
tion on the speaker and topic for the next meeting.  By a show of hands, ap-
proximately 2/3 of the attendees indicated that they read the Newsletter to 
learn about upcoming events.  If youôre not reading this, please start.   We 
would like to encourage Members to make more use of the Web Site ï par-
ticularly the Classifieds, YMMV, and Safety.  Please share your shop tips and 
experiences with your fellow members.  We know you have some!   

Clif Poodry, Hal Burdette, and Phil comprise a newly formed exhibit commit-
tee.  Anyone else is also welcome to join them at any time, simply by asking.  
MCW is scheduled for a wall case exhibit at the Davis Library in January and 
at the Potomac Public Library in July 2008.  Phil announced the hope that all 
Members will consider participating by submitting one or more pieces, noting 
that this includes new turners. 

Phil reported that VisArts is looking for woodworking and woodturning course 
instructors.  They are starting from scratch and will welcome any proposal you 
may wish to make.  Several of our Members may get involved in proposing 
turning classes, and may call on some of you with particular skills to become 
involved.  Phil believes that we can offer our turned work for sale in their retail 
store and recommends making an appointment soon with Debbie Moser to 
show her your work.  POCs for Debbie are execdirector@visartscenter.org or 
www.visartscenter.org.    

Marshal Jacobsô widow wants to donate his large Powermatic lathe to VisArts.  
The catch is getting it moved there.  If someone with a pickup truck, and sev-

(Continued on page 9) 
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New Member 

Shelley Grossman 

mailto:execdirector@visartscenter.org
http://www.visartscenter.org

