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April 2008  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Eliot Feldman) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, April 10, 2008 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, get a name tag, register your Show & Tell item 

with Richard Webster, donate to the silent auction, bid on a 

silent auction item, check out the Lending Library videos and 

meet other members. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Eliot Feldman - Boxes  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Eliot Feldman  

As MCWôs program director, Eliot has been responsible for and very success-

ful at scheduling a host of great turners, both from within our own ranks as 

well as regional and nationally-known turners.    He is a very accomplished 

turner in his own right as evidenced by his regular S&T objects and items for 

sale at Bethesdaôs Sansar Gallery.     In 2007, Eliot attended the Yankee 

Woodturning Symposium in Middletown, CT,  and also took David Ellsworthôs 

three-day class at Davidôs Bucks County studio.   

Earlier this year, Eliot teamed up with David Fry and represented MCW at a 

weekend demonstration at the Strathmore.  

Eliot was profiled in our August 2007 MCW Newsletter which can be found at: 
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/MCW%20Newsletter%202007-07.pdf 

Eliot Feldman 

Eliot discussing one of 

his unique, flat, inverted-

top hollow forms in  

maple 

cherry burl hollow 

form - 7ò x 6ò 

Walnut hollow form 

7ò 

Maple hollow form 

6" x 3" 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/MCW%20Newsletter%202007-07.pdf
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Donôt miss the AAW Symposium - a 3-day extravaganza for woodturners.  
There will be many concurrent demonstrations to choose from, a large trade 
show, the Instant Gallery with as many as 1,500 turned objects on display, 
and gallery exhibitions.  The Spring 2008 American Woodturner journal has 
a registration form, or you can register on line at:   
www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2008/ 

Just as MCW is run by volunteers, the Symposium is mostly run by volun-
teers - board members and members like you and me.  At least 20 commit-
tees of volunteers play a role prior to or during the Symposium.  Please plan 
to give a few hours of your time.  Committees such as registration, AAW 
product sales, and the instant gallery need many volunteers.  The Instant 
Gallery especially needs help during the Thursday registration period (2:30 
pm to 7:00 pm) when nothing else is going on and most turners are submit-
ting their pieces to the Instant Gallery.  A list of committee teams was in our 
March MCW newsletter and is accessible on our web site home page by 
clicking on ñSymposium Team Leadersò.  To volunteer, select a committee 
and call or e-mail the team leader.  If your spouse is willing, his or her help 
would also be most welcome.  Let me know that you volunteered so that you 
can be recognized in American Woodturner. 

We are scheduled to exhibit in the Potomac Public Library in July.  Pieces of 
all sizes are welcome and needed.  Plan to bring any pieces you would like 
included in the display to our June meeting. 

A CAW member, Nate Johnson, is available to make a custom, laser-
engraved name tag with the MCW logo for you for just $6.  Engraving is 
available on white or blue plastic or on wood.   You also have a choice of 
either a swivel clip or pin attachment.  An order form is included on the next 
page of this Newsletter that you can complete and bring to the next meeting.  
Forms will also be available at the meeting.  Please leave your orders with 
me at the meeting, and your custom MCW badge should be ready for pickup 
at our next meeting. 

The Smithsonian Craft Show will take place the second week in April (week 
of our meeting) at the National Building Museum.  Fifteen woodturners and 
wood sculptors exhibiting there are listed on the next page of this newslet-
ter.  This is a first-class and prestigious show that is always a treat to see. 

For our May meeting, we have been cordially invited to see the outstanding 
craft collection of member, Jerry Kaplan and his wife Deena, at their home 
on Goldsboro Road.  So take note that we will NOT be meeting at the 
Woodworkers Club in May.  More details will be provided in the May MCW 
Newsletter. 

With the flowers this spring, I hope your woodturning is also flowering. 

Presidentôs Perspective (Phil Brown) 
Special Points  

of Interest:  

¶ Custom MCW Badges 

¶ Mike Blakeôs Detailed 
Tool Handle Construc-
tion 

¶ Web Site of the Month 
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The MCW bank balance stands at $2355.54. 
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Conferences & Events (Phil Brown) 

Smithsonian Craft Show  

The Smithsonian Craft Show will be at the National Building Museum during the four days April 10-13, 
2008.  For hours and other information, go to:  http://www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/indexmain.asp.   

15 of the 120 exhibitors are believed to be woodturners or to utilize woodturning in their work and include 
the following names:  Michael Allison, Storrs, CT; James Edward Barnes, Woolwine, VA; Christian Bur-
chard, Ashland, OR; Hunt Clark, Sparta, TN;  John Dickinson, Sutherlin, OR; Cindy Drozda, Boulder, CO; 
Mark Gardner, Saluda, NC; Matthew Hatala, Danielsville, GA; Simon Levy, Ashland City, TN; Clifford 
Lounsbury, Tawas City, MI; Michael Mode, New Haven, VT; Mark Nantz, Colchester, CT; David Nittmann, 
Boulder, CO; Norm Sartorius, Parkersburg, WV; Philip Weber, Effort, PA. 

News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

MCW NAME BADGE ORDER FORM  

Clif Poodry  did a 1½ hour lathe demo at the Baltimore Craft Show on Sunday February 24th. 

 

NAME  ON BADGE:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Style:    (  ) Blue    (  ) White    (  ) Wood 

Attachment Option:  (  ) Pin Back    (  ) Swivel-Clip Back 

 

 

Make check in the amount of $6.00 payable to:  

Nate Johnson 
13700 Kingsman Rd, 
Dale City, VA 22193-4611 

http://www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/indexmain.asp
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*** LATE EDITION NEWS FLASH *** 

Just heard that our MCW Web Site was selected as #2 in the AAW 2008 
web site contest.  Congratulations go to Doug Pearson and all those that 
contributed to its success!   

Gary Guenther is trying something new this month with a ñWeb Site of the 
Monthò, which I think is a great idea.  Please send links and comments to 
Gary if you stumble across a great woodturning-related site. 

The website traffic 
to the MCW News-
letter site has in-
creased since the 
first of the year as 
highlighted in the 
bar-graph statistics 
below.  This 
makes Gary 
Guenther and I 
feel better that 
members of our 
club, as well as others, are appreciating our efforts.  I had posted comments 
on the Lumberjocks web site (http://lumberjocks.com/), as well, in early Feb-
ruary after posting the Newsletter to our web site, which also likely contrib-
uted to  some increased traffic.  Let Gary or I know what you like about the 
Newsletter or what other topics you would be interested in seeing ad-
dressed. 

No one has identified the mystery lathe that has been in the last couple of 
newsletters.   It is from the movie ñHeidiò and is in one of the early back-
ground scenes in ñgross-fatherôsò mountain cabin.  Amazing what you eye 
will catch when you have a passion for something. 

Editorôs Viewpoint (Bert Bleckwenn) 

Whatôs the origin 

of this Lathe? 

Other Local AAW Chapter Happenings (Gary Guenther) 

1) Every weekend day in April, Chesapeake Woodturners will have various 
demonstrators turning at "American Craftworks Collection" at 189B Main 
Street, Annapolis, MD (410-626-1583).  The hours are 12 - 4pm and a 
little more depending on the day.  This is a very nice store that typically 
displays turnings from people such as Jeff Bridges, Bob Frey, Ron 
Brown, Ron Liston, and Margaret Lostinuso.  During the month of April, 
a large collection of pieces by Chesapeake Woodturners members is 
also on display at the front of the store. 

2) Chesapeake Woodturners is going to have a month-long show of  
approximately 40 pieces from May 21 - June 22 at the Maryland Federa-
tion of Art's "Circle Gallery" in Annapolis at 18 State Circle (410/268-
4566).  This will be a joint showing with the Maryland Society of Portrait 
Painters.  (See www.mdfedart.org) 

Congratulations  

Doug Pearson! 

http://lumberjocks.com/
http://www.mdfedart.org
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Future Meetings (Eliot Feldman) 

If you have suggestions for future meeting demonstrators or would consider demonstrating something 

yourself, please contact our program director, Eliot Feldman at  eliot@mathtechinc.com or by phone at 

301-493-9666. 

¶ May - Jerry Kaplan's house. We are invited to go there to view his extensive craft 

collection, which includes some wonderful turned wood pieces. Regular time. Be-

cause of somewhat limited parking spaces in and around his house, it may be worth-

while to arrange for several people to travel in one car.  Details will be provided in 

the May MCW Newsletter. 

¶ June  - Open 

¶ July  - Open 

¶ August - Judy Ditmer. She is a nationally-known turner, and author of an excellent turning book for 

beginners (Basic Bowl Turning With Judy Ditmer). She will be coming to MCW on Thursday, August 

7th - she hasn't decided what she will demonstrate for us yet. She will also be doing a CAW workshop 

on Friday, August 8th and will demonstrate at CAW on Saturday, August 9th at their regular Saturday 

meeting. 

¶ September  - Gary Guenther arranged to have Jamie Donaldson demonstrate for us. Jamie is an ex-

cellent turner (see www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/gallery01/index.html) who is also widely 

known and respected on the WoodCentral and WoW woodturning forums for the extremely helpful 

commentary he provides on photography issues.  We have a link to his famous article, ñThe Phrugal 

Photo Studio Way to Shoot Woodturningsò, on the ñLinks/General linksò page of our Web Site. 

Member Name    Location  

Donald Van Ryk  Rockville 

New Members (Stuart Glickman) 

Welcome to our  

newest members!  

Help out a fellow turner!  

A few members or potential members cannot drive at 

night, or for another reason need a ride to our 

Thursday night meetings.  If you donôt find another 

member in our membership list near your community, 

let Don Couchman know of your need.  He will help in 

locating a member to provide transportation. 

2008 Meeting Schedule  

January 10  February 7  March 6  

April 10  May 8  June  12  

July 10  August 7  September 11  

October 9  November 6  December 11  

mailto:eliot@mathtechinc.com
http://www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/gallery01/index.html
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Twenty-three people attended the March meeting.  Silent Auction and 
Show & Tell tables were set up while everyone got name tags and en-
joyed socializing. 
 
President Phil Brown welcomed everyone, including new members 
and guests, and made the following announcements: 

 

¶ Anyone wishing to join MCW should give their information and 
membership dues to our Membership Chairman, Stuart Glick-
man.  We welcome any guests to join MCW for a yearly fee of 
$20 ($30/family).  We currently have 60 members. 

 

¶ Our still photographer for Show & Tell pieces, Mike Colella, 
cannot always be here, as was the case for this past meeting.  
We would like to try to find an additional backup person who 
could occasionally come early to take digital pictures before 
our meeting and edit them for publication in the Newsletter and 
on the Web Site.  We can provide a back drop, and Richard 
Webster is handling the paper work. Please talk to Phil about 
this if you are willing to volunteer. 

 

¶ We are scheduled to exhibit in the Potomac Public Library in 
July.  Pieces of all sizes are welcome and requested.  Delivery 
will be at our June meeting, three months away. 

 

¶ As shown in Treasurer Doug Pearsonôs financial report in the 
previous Newsletter, thanks to our low level of expenses, we 
have a sizable funds balance to draw upon.  Phil would like to 
consider having a large TV screen showing video projection of 
our demonstrations.  Before purchase of such equipment, Phil 
would like to solicit suggestions that any of you may have on 
how or where to get a cart, screen, tuner, camera, and TV. 

 

¶ Register soon for the AAW symposium in Richmond.  This is 
an opportunity not to be missed.  If you are looking for some-
one to share a room, let Phil know.  If you cannot stay for the 
demonstrations, note that the Instant Gallery and Sales area 
are open to the public. 

 

¶ Flyers for the annual Utah Woodturning Symposium were 
available on the table. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Prior Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

Richard Webster, our new 
S&T Recording Assistant 
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Prior Meeting Minutes (Gary Guenther) 

¶ Program Chairman Eliot Feldman was unable to attend, but he will be the Demonstrator 
for the April meeting, where he is planning to demonstrate box making.  A future meeting 
is planned to be held at Jerry Kaplanôs house to view his collections. 
 

Additional announcements were made by several others: 
 

¶ Bert Bleckwenn noted that discussions and plans are pending for joint activities with 
Seneca Creek Joinery. 

 

¶ Gary Guenther reported a gallery show opening and demonstration in Baltimore. 
 

¶ Elliot Schantz  noted that the large influx of new video tapes he brokered into our Li-
brary last month are courtesy of the Gold Coast Woodturners in Florida. 

 
Show & Tell pieces were checked in and re-
corded by Richard Webster and photographed by 
Stuart Glickman with aid from David Jacobowitz.  
Elliot Schantz led the interesting Show & Tell dis-
cussion period.  As usual, many interesting 
pieces were presented.  [You can view them be-
low, in these pages, or online by clicking the 
ñMarch 2008ò link on the Photo Gallery page of 
our Web Site.]  I continue to be impressed by the 
high quality and eclectic selection of unique 
pieces brought for display and discussion by our 
Members.  Please bring your work, completed or 
in-progress, to present at the April meeting. 
 
The Silent Auction in March was a little sparse ï we could use some additional donations at the 
April meeting. 
 
Phil introduced our Demonstrator for the evening, our own Michael Blake.  Mike is a compulsive 
tool handle maker, and he did a nice job of showing us how he does it.  For further discussion, 
see the Demonstration section of this Newsletter. 
 
We would like to remind everyone that our excellent Web Site is located at 
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org .   
 
As always, if you have suggestions for changing or adding something in the Club, please discuss 
your ideas with one of the Officers. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Show & Tell Table  

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/
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Mike Blake is an MCW member who describes himself as a ñsemi-retired 
junk mail writer and designerò whose main interest is turning boxes, but he 
has a growing obsession with making tool handles for all his tools.  A selec-
tion of his handles was previously highlighted on page 9 of the September 
2007 MCW Newsletter.  He recently started making pencils, and plans to 
also begin turning pens.  He has worked with wood and leather from the age 
of ten, but began hammering things (as evidenced in a family photo) at the 
age of two.  Mike began turning with a spindle course at the Woodworkers 
Club about four years ago and looks forward to eventually getting into bowls 
by taking Clif Poodryôs course. 

For his Demonstration, Mike selected four different applications and forms, 
including an octagon knob handle, a round handle for a file, an octagon 
screwdriver with a hollow handle to hold spare bits, and an oval handle.  As 
one might expect, the actual turning aspects are straightforward except for 
the off-center work, but the devil is in the details.  He uses a Jet Mini with a 
small spur center, a scroll chuck with small jaws, a Jacobôs chuck, and cup 
and cone live tail centers.  He turns with a small gouge and a parting tool for 
most things.  A wide range of auxiliary tools and techniques is used to per-
form the myriad of small steps that must be done in a logical order and often 
to fairly close tolerances.  Like any good demonstrator, Mike also showed us 
not only a large number of tricks, but also some pitfalls that can come from 
trying to work too quickly and being distracted by a barrage of questions. 

We would like to sincerely thank Mike for a very interesting demonstration 
and for providing the following information. 

General Information  

Mike reports a set of basics that apply to all of these handle varia-
tions. 

¶ Precision caliper is worth the investment ï digital can be nice. 

¶ Since the ultimate goal is to mount a ñbladeò in the handle, 
marking the centers on the blanks is extremely important so 
that the hole drilled for the blade is dead on center in the 
blank. 

¶ If you are using the lathe to drill your holes, you have to use a 

chuck in the headstock, with pin or some other kind of jaws 
that allow you to hold the blank securely and parallel.  If you 
are using a drill press to drill the holes, donôt forget that youôre 
going to have to re-mount the blank in the lathe. 

¶ When using a compression nut as a ferrule, if you mount the ferrule first, 

it helps with both turning the final shape and with accurately drilling the 
hole for the blade. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Marchôs Demonstration ï óHandlesô by Michael Blake 
(Gary Guenther) 


