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December 2011  
Next Meeting and Demonstration (Gary Guenther) 

The next meeting will be:  

Date: Thursday, December 8, 2011 

Time: 7:00-9:00 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 

4950 Wyaconda Road 

Rockville, MD 20853 

(301) 984-9033 

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM Bring a chair, if you wish... be sure to wear your name tag... 
meet and greet other members... register your items for 
Show & Tell with Richard Webster... bid on Silent Auction 
items... sign out and pay Clif Poodry for videos from the 
clubôs Lending Library. 

7:00 - 7:15 PM Business Meeting and Show & Tell  

7:15 - 8:50 PM Program:  Tree to Lathe, Part II  

8:50 - 9:00 PM Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack up, put 

the lathe and space back in order. 

Demonstrator Profile - Tree to Lathe, Part II  

At the November meeting, Part I of ñTree to Latheò, executed by our expert 
panel, was very well received.  Because it took more time than planned, we 
will continue the program as Part II in our December meeting. 

As woodturners, we like to spend our time at the lathe, but our sources of raw 
materials are seldom close to being ready to hold between centers.  In five 
years of demonstrations, we have never looked in detail at how to get the 
wood ready to turn, from the point of view of personal vision, design, tools, 
and practical skills.  It will be particularly worthwhile for our newer members to 
be introduced to the various concepts, processes, skills, and safety, but I sus-
pect there is a lot here for most of us to learn or review.  It is important to re-
member that there is no ñrightò way ï indeed there are many ñmyò ways that 
work just fine.  Several of our most experienced MCW members will help 
teach the variety of possibilities and methods, while always keeping safety 
first in mind. 

What are we actually talking about?  Here are the remainder of the topics to 
be discussed and demonstrated:  Anchorsealing, drying, purposeful spalting, 
storage, and preservation, including mold hazards; trimming and shaping 
blanks with a band saw, or an electric chain saw, or a hand saw; Mounting the 
raw piece on the lathe; and more. 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
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MCW 2012 Officer Election  

Solicitation of MCW officers for 2012 will occur in anticipation of election of 

new officers at the January 2012 meeting.  Any current officers who are will-

ing and interested in continuing on as officers in 2012 will be identified as 

well.  If you are interested in taking on a leadership role for 2012, please let 

me know before or at the meeting. 

MCW 2012 Dues 

It is that time of the year!   Please see Bill Autry and pay your 2012 MCW 

Membership Dues which are still at $20 per year! 

MCW Skills Enhancement Program  

The December Skills Enhancement will focus on any turning technique you 

like.  The session is scheduled for: 

Friday Dec 9, 2011 - 6:00-9:00PM 
A minimum of two participants is required for each session, otherwise a ses-

sion will be cancelled. 

2012 Meeting and Skills Enhancement Schedule  

Gary is well out in front for 2012 with a schedule of great turners already.  
See details later in this newsletter. 

The 2012 schedule for MCW Skills Enhancement has also been established 
in concert with the Woodworkers Club.  For 2012, there will be only one 
monthly session with all sessions being held during the day from 10:00AM-
1:00PM either on a Friday or a Sunday.  If demand or special events war-
rant it, additional dates can be added. 

The schedule for Skills Enhancement is also published later in this newslet-
ter.   Mark your calendars and take advantage of a great program. 

MCW Skills Enhancement Volunteer(s) needed  

It is time for other MCW members to step up and help with Skills Enhance-
ment, so Iôm looking for volunteers who can work with me and share some 
of the responsibilities in conducting the monthly Skills Enhancement ses-
sions.   It would really be great if a couple members volunteered so we 
could spread the  effort across more members and alternate responsibilities 
every 2-3 months.. 

All the participants in skills enhancement have really appreciated the offer-
ing and Iôm encouraged to continue with the program.  Itôs a great way for 
newer members to get to know other members while sharing some camara-
derie 

(Continued on page 3) 

Presidentôs Perspective (Bert Bleckwenn) 
Special Points  

of Interest:  

Time to identify 2012 
MCW Officers 

2012 MCW Dues 

Inside this issue:  

Meeting  & Demo 1 

Presidentôs  
Perspective 

2-3 

Financial Report 3 

News about our 

Members 

4-5 

October Meeting  

Minutes 

6-7 

MCW Demo Day 7 

Future Meetings 8-9 

2012 Schedule 10 

Membership   

Information 

11 

Chapter Contacts 12 



 Page 3 December 2011  

 

 

Presidentôs Perspective (Bert Bleckwenn) 

MCW Newsletter Editor position is vacant  

We are still looking for a volunteer for the MCW Newsletter Editor position.   Please let me know if you are 

interested or would like to discuss it. 

MCW Wood Exchange  

For our November meeting, Elliot Schantz arranged a wood ex-

change with the Florida Gold Coast Club which resulting in three 

very large (24òDx24òh) Chunks of Norfolk Island Pine along with 

several pieces of Cuban Mahogany and Sabicu along with a East 

Indian Rosewood root ball.  Phil Brown and Bert Bleckwenn proc-

essed the wood into manageable chunks.  Bert Bleckwenn, Carl 

Powell, Richard Webster, and Denis Zegar contributed a variety of 

wood species in exchange to Lou Berson from the Gold Coast 

chapter. 

MCW members that participated in this effort will receive wood 

allotments at the next meeting.  Any extra wood will be placed in 

the Silent Auction.  

 

 

MCW Picasa Picture Gallery  

Pictures from last monthôs meeting which includes the S&T Gallery, Meeting Highlights and the featured 

Demonstration can be found on the MCW Picasa website at:   

https://picasaweb.google.com/montgomerycountywoodturners  

Happy turning, 

Bert 

(Continued from page 2) 

Financial Report (Phil Brown) 

Treasurer Report  (as of Nov 21, 2011)  

October income:  October Expenses: 

Silent auction 18 Demo handouts 30.00 

  Total income $18   Total expense $ 30.00 

Total funds available $1,682.17 

https://picasaweb.google.com/montgomerycountywoodturners
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News about our Members (Phil Brown) 

Bill Long  and Clif Poodry  are exhibiting turned work in Synthesis: Select Works From The Woodworkers 
Club, in the Common Ground Gallery through December 12th on the second floor at VisArts, 155 Gibbs 
Street, Rockville, MD. 

 

Bert Bleckwenn  and Phil Brown  also dem-
onstrated turning in the wood shop at VisArts 
in Rockville, MD on November 17th, as part 
of the MCW support of an open house cele-
brating the above exhibit. 

 

 

Phil Brown  has three turned pieces and Stuart Glickman  has two framed photographs in The Power of 
Artful Light II, a Senior Artists Alliance exhibit at Edison Gallery, 702  Eight Street NW, Washington, DC, 
November 22 - December 23, 2011.  Opening reception is December 3rd from 2 to 5 PM. 

Phil  will display his turned work at a local neighborhood event, Carderock Creates!, on Sunday December 
4th from 2 to 6 PM in the Club House at 8200 Hamilton Spring Court, Bethesda. 

Phil Brown, Jerry Kaplan, and Stan Wellborn  attended SOFA Chicago on November 4th to 6th.  A cata-
log is now in our library of this exhibit shown there: The World Turns: AAW@25. 

Mark Supikôs workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore are: 

The Right Start, Spindle Turning:  $150/day.  8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.  All materials and lunch provided on 
Sunday Dec 11th.   

Bowl Turning:   $150/day, 8:30 to 5:00 PM on Saturday Dec 10th. 

Small class sizes and all skill levels welcome.  Advanced turners, please let us know the specific skills 
youôd like to work on so that we can have the materials ready for you. Details are at: 
www.marksupikco.com (click on Get Schooled Here), or call 410-732-8414.  There is always a 20% dis-
count for woodturning club members 

(Continued on page 5) 

VisArts Exhibit  

Synthesis: Select Works From The Woodworkers Club -  Photos by Tim Aley 

By Clif Poodry By Clif Poodry By Bill Long By Bill Long 
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Donôt be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us about your woodturning activities in the MCW Newsletter.  
Send your information by the 22 nd of the month to Phil Brown at:  philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 

301-767-9863. 

 

Comments on SOFA Chicago  

 

Wood turning received wonderful exposure to the public 
through three venues at SOFA in November. 

AAW had its anniversary exhibit The World Turns: AAW@25 in 
a gallery setting, overseen by Tib Shaw, Gallery Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

Del Mano Gallery from Los Angeles, CA had a very large ex-
hibit of their turned wood artists, with several of the turners pre-
sent on the floor during the show.  Among them is another fa-
ther and son pair to watch, Hans and Jakob Weissflog from 
Germany. 

 

 

 

And overseen by Michael Monroe (former Renwick Gallery Cu-
rator-in-Charge) was a first class exhibit of works by ACC Gold 
Medalist.  This included three bowls by Bob Stocksdale, who 
received the award in1995.  Bob died in 2003. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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