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April 2014  
Next Meeting and Demonstration  

The next meeting will be:  

Date:  THURSDAY, April 17, 2014  

Time:  7:00 -9:30 PM  

Location:  Woodworkers Club  

11910 - L Parklawn Drive  

Rockville, MD 20853  

(301) 984 - 9033  

Please park in the non - marked spots along 

the side and in the back of the store!  

Agenda   

6:45 -7:00 PM  Bring a chair, if you wish... be sure to wear your name 

tag... meet and greet other members... register your 
items for Show & Tell with Richard Webster... bid on 

Silent Auction items... sign out and pay Clif Poodry for 

videos from the clubôs Lending Library. 

7:00 -  7:40  Business Meeting and Show & Tell   

7:40 -  9:15 

PM 

Program:   

9:15 -  9:30 

PM 

Pay for and retrieve your Silent Auction items, pack 

up, put the lathe and space back in order.  

 

 

April Program -  David Ellsworth by Gary Guenther   

Yes, Iôm shouting.  Actually, I could just stop here ï have him  and they 

will come!  

There are only a couple of woodturners in the world 
whose fame is so great that it can be expressed sim-
ply by mentioning their first name.  For our April 

meeting, we are privileged to host, for the third 
time, David.  If youôre very new to woodturning, or 

perhaps recently arrived from some other planet, 
you may not be familiar with David Ellsworth.  Weôll 
fix that.  For the great majority of you who already 

know David, or, at least, of him, this is one of those 
treats that we live for.  It says a lot about David that 

everyone who meets him considers him a friend.   

 

 

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org
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Davidôs list of achievements and awards are just about literally 

too long to list, so I wonôt even try.  He is pretty much the guy 
who invented the tools and techniques for hollowing through a 

small opening, at least in modern times, and this continues to be 
his signature work.  You will not find a better teacher (period), 
or teacher of woodturning, anywhere.  Several of our Members 

have taken his class that he teaches in his own home workshop 
in Pennsylvania.  Hopefully, some of you will be taking his 2 -day 

class at the Woodworkers Club on the days following our meet-
ing.  (Highly recommended!  This is your big chance!  Sign up 
now!)  If you were to have only one book on woodturning, it 

should be Davidôs book: ñEllsworth on Woodturningò.  If you 
donôt have it, you can buy it at the Club,  or get it right now on 

Amazon and read some of it before you see him.  Have it with 

you, and heôll be happy to sign it for you after the meeting.   

For his 2014 MCW program, David will start with two open 

bowls, one cut rim and one natural edge.  But donôt be 
misled by the apparent simplicity, because while doing 

these modest forms, he is also teaching the subtleties of 
design, style, body movements, tool control and tech-

niques, safety, and even health!  He will also discuss hol-
low forms, tool design, and sharpening, as well as provid-
ing valuable information and words of wisdom learned 

through his many years of turning and teaching.  Bring a 
notebook.  You may be shocked when you learn how much 

you didnôt know.  When you attend a demo, no, a teaching session, by David, it is very 

much the journey, not the destination that is important and memorable.  

We know that seating has been a bit limited lately, but more big changes are here.  We 

are buying a new batch of padded folding chairs for your comfort.  Weôre also planning 
to have two video cameras going from different viewpoints to feed images to our new 

55ò monitor and the smaller one.  Weôll also have the sound system going.  You should 
have an excellent experience when you join what will surely be a good -sized audience.  
You donôt want to miss this opportunity.  Drop everything and get it on your calendars.  

(Snow is not forecast!)   

David has also graciously agreed to critique ten of our Show & Tell pieces, so, if you 

like, please bring ONE item youôd like to have his perspective on, or something youôre 
having problems with or would like to learn more about from his point of view.  If we 

have time, weôll also do a limited version of our normal S&T.   

.  For more, see www.ellsworthstudios.com .  (Check out the interviews.)   

Note that this  Meeting is one week later than our normal schedule.   

There will be a $10 demo fee.   

 

April Program -  David Ellsworth  

http://www.ellsworthstudios.com/
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Special Points  

of Interest:  
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MCW Skills Enhancement Program  (Bert Bleckwenn)  

The Skills Enhancement Session scheduled for  Sunday April 20, 

2014 from 10:0 -1:00.  

 MCW Picasa Picture Gallery  

Pictures from last monthôs meeting of our featured  Demonstration 

and meeting can be found on the MCW Picasa website at:   

March  GALLERY PICTURES  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/

MCWMar14Gallery#  

 

March  MEETING PICTURES  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/
MCWMar14Meeting#   
 

Treasury Report, as of MARCH 31, 2014  

March Income:    March Expenses:  

Membership renewals  $ 75  Demonstrator   100  

Demo contributions      185    Chair purchase   630  

Silent auction        19   AAW Chapter Insurance     90  

Library rental              10                     Total expenses$           $820  

Tudor Place -Aley stoppers, net      90  

Cherry wood acquisition project          71    

    Total income                         $ 450    

 

Total funds available $ 2,901.14 

GENERAL ANOUNCEMENTS  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Gallery
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Gallery
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Meeting
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Meeting
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Promote woodturning.  

We all come to woodturning for many reasons.  Some of the 

reasons are to make money, create art, make items for 

friends, find friends, or try to master a skill.  We often start 

turning for one of these reasons and adopt others as we learn 

and grow, but we still love creating something beautiful from 

something that most likely would be discarded or burned.  

As a club, Montgomery County Woodturnerôs main reason for 

being is to promote woodturning.  We put a lot of effort into doing this.  Several 

members worked very hard to develop and present this monthôs meeting.  It will 

bring out many of our members to learn from the most influential turner in modern 

woodturning.  There is not a better promoter of woodturning anywhere than David 

Ellsworth.  

MCW has also been promoting woodturning to the general public.  Despite the 

weather, we had a great turn out of members at the Tudor Place Tree Fest on [date].  

The weather chased away the many of the guests but we were ready!  Thanks to 

Stan Wellborn, we were represented at World Wood Day.   This was a great example 

of artists in several native art forms promoting art from wood around the United 

States.  Locally we will start this yearôs library displays May 1st  in Silver Spring to 

promote MCW and woodturning.  

MCWôs obligation is to promote woodturning and we are working hard to do it but we 

need your help.  Enjoy the demo this month and consider what your reasons are for 

woodturning.  When it is over, please help us share those reasons with others at 

meetings and other events where we participate to further our mission of promoting 

the art and craft of woodturning.  

Keep Turning Safely!  

 

 

Presidentôs Perspective (Tim Aley)  
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Opening Remarks:  
 
President Tim Aley called the meeting to order at 7:00pm, welcoming members and 

any guests. Approximately 37 were in attendance.  
 

New Members & Guests:  
 

No new members or guests were in attendance for this meeting.  

Tim again reminded everyone to wear their name tags. Laser -engraved wooden name 
tags are available also for $8.00. Fill out a form at the meeting or check out the 

process at http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/NameBadge.html  
 

General Announcements and Updates:  

 
Newsletter :  

 
Tim reminded members again that we need more authors for Newsletter articles. 

Sharing experience by submitting stories to the Newsletter benefits everyone and makes 

our group wiser. Members should submit their stories about their turning experiences or 
other newsletter content to Editor Mark Verna by April 6 th    (mark.verna2@verizon.net ).   

 
Bring Back Challenge:   

 
Duane Schmidt won last monthôs drawing prize, which was a cherry bowl by Mark 

Verna. Duaneôs bring back item for this meeting was a holly bowl with water-base poly fin-

ish. Mike Twenty drew the lucky ticket for this prize.  
[Members are reminded that the monthly BringBack Challenge is a free raffle 

exchange wherein the winner of a donated piece is obliged to, in turn, furnish a do-
nated turned object or related tool, etc., for raffling at the following meeting] . 
 

Wood Drying Bags -MCW Group Buy:  
 

 Two sizes of large plastic drying bags recommended by Mark Supik are still 
available from the recent MCW group buy. Prices are: $1/bag; $5/6 bags; $10/15 bags, mix 
or match. They will continue to be made available until the supply is exhausted. At upcom-

ing meetings or contact Bert (bableck@gmail.com ) 
 

 
Membership:  
 

There are a few membership dues still outstanding, and those in arrears who wish to 
continue their membership should know that paid -up membership is a requirement for ac-

cessing the ñMembers Onlyò file on the MCW website. Carl Powell is working with Elliot 
Schantz and Tim to refine the members email list.  

 

 

MCW Meeting Minutes ï March 13,  2014 (Jack Enders)  

http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/NameBadge.html
mailto:mark.verna2@verizon.net
mailto:bableck@gmail.com
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MCW Meeting Minutes ï March 13,  2014 (Jack Enders)  

AAW:   

 
 The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) has announced an increase of 

$2 in annual dues effective April 2014. Membership benefits are extensive, and include li-
ability insurance for members who are involved in demonstrations and other public activi-
ties. Further information can be found at their recently -upgraded website:  

www.woodturner.org . [Note: AAW membership is a requirement  to participate in MCWôs 
Skills Enhancement sessions at the Woodworkers Club].  

 
Upcoming Scheduled MCW and Other Events of Interest to Members:  

 

Upcoming Programs:  Tim announced the following changes and featured programs 
for upcoming meetings:  

 
April 17, 2014 Meeting:  David Ellsworth (note this is 1 week later than usual 

date), in conjunction with WC Course  

 
June 2014 Meeting:  Warren Carpenter  

 
September 11, 2014 Meeting:  Molly Winton in conjunction with WC Course  

 
November 2014 Meeting:  Jimmy Clewes  
 

MCW members were encouraged to sign up for the WC courses offered by these re-
nowned woodturning experts. Flyers containing course details will be sent out to members 

when they are received as well as being posted in the WC retail area.  
 
Members with ideas for future programs are urged to contact Program Chairman Mike 

Colella (mike@colelladigital.com ) , President Tim Aley ( taley19622@aol.com ) , or Vice Presi-
dent Gary Guenther (gary.c.guenther@gmail.com ) . 

 
Tudor Place Event:  Phil Brown is coordinating the Tudor Place event and is looking for 

2-3 volunteers to demonstrate turning and to talk to the public at Tudor Place in George-

town (DC) on Saturday March 29 th , weather permitting. There will be two shifts: 10am to 
12:30pm, and 12:30pm to 3pm. Fresh tulip poplar from the site will be available for turn-

ing, or you can bring your own wood. Also, bring your own tools.  Questions regarding this 
event should be directed to Phil (philfbrown@comcast.net ).  

 

Library Display Project: Phil Brown announced that library exhibit items for our Li-
brary Display Loan Project will still be accepted from members. The schedule for upcoming 

displays is as follows, and volunteers to help Phil with setup are always appreciated:  
Silver Spring Library, May 1 (Russ Iler volunteered to help Phil install this display ð

usually a 1 to 2 hour job)  

Davis Library in June 2014  
Quince Orchard Library in October 2014  

Germantown Library in November 2014  
Potomac Library in January 2015  

http://www.woodturner.org
mailto:mike@colelladigital.com
mailto:taley19622@aol.com
mailto:gary.c.guenther@gmail.com
mailto:philfbrown@comcast.net
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MCW Meeting Minutes ï March 13,  2014 (Jack Enders)  

Bethesda Library in February 2015  

Quince Orchard Library in September 2015  
 

(MCW participates in the Montgomery County Library Display Program, with several dis-
plays of membersô work on month-long displays at several County libraries. It is a good 
opportunity for both our club and our members to connect with the greater community 

about our activities and talents. Phil ( philfbrown@comcast.net ) is the coordinator. We 
are trying to accumulate a pool of loaned turned objects from which to draw the individ-

ual displays, to avoid the often ñlast-minuteò rush and panic of previous months in find-
ing enough objects for the display. Members having turned objects for loan to this pro-
gram are urged to contact Phil).  

 
 

MCW Skills Enhancement  will take place on Friday, March 14 th  at the WWC from 10am to 
1pm. Next following session is scheduled for Sunday April 6 th . These monthly sessions pro-
vide opportunities for members to experiment and practice new techniques, try new tools, 

and share acquired knowledge. Contact Bert Bleckwenn if you are interested 
(bableck@gmail.com ). The format of the session begins with the first 30 minutes or so 

dedicated to a specific lathe/tool/accessory enhancement technique, followed by the par-
ticipantôs choice of activity, under the mentorship of Bert.  

[Skills Enhancement sessions are ñopenò turning opportunities to perfect oneôs skills and 
techniques with mentoring and members who have participated enthusiastically en-
dorse the usefulness of these sessions. Use of WWC lathes and supplies and tools by 

MCW are provided. They are held on one Friday or Sunday in alternate months. Par-
ticipants must be active AAW members in order to participate and be covered by the 

AAW Liability Insurance Policy.  The full schedule for the year is given on the MCW 
website and in the monthly Newsletter.]   

 

MCW Wounded Warrior Project:  The bi -weekly Pen Turning sessions with WRAMCôs 
Wounded Warriors continue with great participation and enthusiasm, drawing about 5 -7 

soldiers at each session, with MCW volunteers (including Project Coordinator and Leader 
Don van Ryk) providing mentoring and one -on-one advice and supervision. The biweekly 
sessions require a steady participation of MCW mentors, and for the most part, the soldiers 

are matched reasonably well with mentors. However, on occasion Don has come up a bit 
short of enough volunteers to adequately help the students, and urged the members to 

join in supporting this great service project.  
 
The sessions take place on alternate Wednesdays from 12:30pm -2:30pm  at the Wood-

workers Club with the next sessions being held on March 19 th  and April 2 nd  and alternate 

following Wednesdays. Contact Don van Ryk ( dvanryk@aol.com ) to participate.  
 

MCW members mentoring this program are uniformly positive about its effectiveness. 

Helping to assist in the rehabilitation of our wounded soldiers in developing interest 
and skills in woodturning, using pen turning as the focus, has been very satisfying to 
the soldiers themselves. Some of the soldiers have never before done any wood-

working or woodturning. It is a wonderful effort that benefits both student and men-

tor. Tim suggested that anyone curious about the program should drop by during 

mailto:philfbrown@comcast.net
mailto:bableck@gmail.com
mailto:dvanryk@aol.com
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MCW Meeting Minutes ï March 13,  2014 (Jack Enders)  

one of these Wednesday sessions and see for themselves what it is all about.  

 
Thanks were expressed to those MCW member volunteers who have been able to show up 

to mentor these good people, and to the Woodworkers Club which very graciously sponsors 
this worthwhile program with lathes and space and the great help and participation of Chris 
Johnstone.  

 
PATINA Annual Tool Auction:  Tom Coker reminded members of the upcoming annual PAT-

INA (Potomac Antique Tools and Industries Association, a regional tool club based in Wash-
ington DC)  Auction that will take place Saturday, March 15, at the Damascus, MD Volun-
teer Fire Association Activity Center, located at 10211 Lewis Drive in Damascus, Maryland. 

The event features an indoor vending hall, as well as an outdoor tailgating area with exten-
sive arrays of woodworking and metalworking tools for sale by individual vendors. It is a 

great place to pick up great hand tools, some of which are for woodturning. Indoor vending 
opens at 9am and the outdoor tailgating begins at sunup, both running to mid -afternoon.  
 

World Wood Day:  Stan Wellborn is organizing the wood turning portion of the event, to be 
held in Rockville on March 21 -22. It is sponsored by the National Forest Service to highlight 

the impact of wood on society. Contact Stan (stan.wellborn@gmail.com )  or go to http://
www.worldwoodday.org/2014/Country_Content_USA.cfm#Events  for more information.  

 
MCW and Woodworkers Club Interaction:  Bert Bleckwenn reported on the Turning Area 
Maintenance Project, noting that after the initial session of basic cleanup and lubricating of 

lathes, the second session went very well. Emphasis was on more detailed maintenance 
and repair of the Clubsô lathes. A great turnout of volunteers for the 1-1/2 hour session on 

March 10 th . See Burt (bableck@gmail.com )  for more information or if you want to join the 
volunteer group.  
 

Show and Tell  
 

 Tim announced that Aprilôs Show and Tell Membersô ñChallenge Themeò will be Mal-
lets , encouraging members to put their imaginations at work on mallets. He emphasized, 
however, that Show and Tell is not limited to that specific theme.  

 
 

For this month, twelve members brought a total of 22 Show and Tell pieces, introduced by 
Clif Poodry, as follows:  
 

Richard Webster: 12ò x 4ò Bowl (laminated plywood sheets) 
Richard Webster: 6òx 8 İò Bowl (spalted maple) 

Tim Aley: 12òx 4ò Bowl (box elder) 
Tim Aley: 8òx 4ò Bowl (black cherry) 
Tim Aley: 9òx 5ò Bowl (black cherry) 

Mike Radtke: Screwdriver Handles (maple,koa,walnut) fitted to old screwdriver metal 
shafts  

Bob Grudberg: 23òx 2ò Lazy Susan (oak) 

mailto:stan.wellborn@gmail.com
http://www.worldwoodday.org/2014/Country_Content_USA.cfm#Events
http://www.worldwoodday.org/2014/Country_Content_USA.cfm#Events
mailto:bableck@gmail.com
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MCW Meeting Minutes ï March 13,  2014 (Jack Enders)  

Emily Koo: 5 İòx 3ò Nick Agar (class) Decorated Viking Sunset Bowl 

Jeff Tate: 5 İòx 2 ıò Natural Edge Bowl (black cherry) 
Jeff Tate: 2 ıòx 4 İò Multi-Axis Box (black cherry)  

Jeff Tate: 2òx 5 İò Box with Finial (black cherry) 
Jeff Tate: 4 İòx 2 İò Bowl (locust) 
Jeff Tate: 5 İòx 2ò Natural Edge Bowl (red oak) 

Margaret Follas: 4òx 2ò Incised Rim Bowl (cherry) 
Paul Mazzi: 3 İòx 4ò Mushrooms (apricot) 

Duane Schmidt: 7òx 2ò Bowl (holly) ï donated for BringBack Challenge  
Stan Wellborn: 14òx 3 İò Bowl (spalted elm) 
Stan Wellborn: 14òx 3 İò Bowl (spalted elm) 

Stan Wellborn: 14òx 3 İò Bowl (spalted elm) 
Benji Omisore: 12òx 4ò Bowl (cherry) 

Benji Omisore: 12òx 4ò Bowl (cherry) 
Paul Mazzi: Yarn Swift (cherry)  

 

 

[Additional detail and photos of this monthôs show and tell objects listed above and candid 

shots during the meeting can be found on the MCW website or at: https://

picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Gallery#  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Meeting#  

Demo Program  

 
 The evening program featured Chuck Engstrom from the Chesapeake Woodturners in An-

napolis, MD, introduced by Vice President Gary Guenther. Chuckôs demonstration, ñBack to Ba-
sics,ò featured a sharing of tips and techniques dealing with tools and sharpening, work holding 
devices, sanding, and turning techniques.  

 

[Note: A more -detailed description of the program is found elsewhere in the Newsletter and 

photos can be viewed at: https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/

MCWMar14Program#  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35pm  
 
-- Jack Enders, Secretary  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Gallery
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Gallery
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Meeting
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Program
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar14Program
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News about our Members (Phil Brown)  

MCW Members Exhibiting and  Demonstrating their Turning Skills  

 

 

Link to Tudor Place Function:  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/Mar14TudorPlaceTreeFest#   

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Lou Rudinski, CW, and Jeff Tate, MCW, demonstrating at  

Tudor Place.   (Photos taken by Ted Michalck of CW)  

Jeff Tate treats kids well at Tudor 

Tim Aley turning for World 
Wood Day.  (photo by Stan 
Wellborn)  

Emily Koo with her 
blown glass bottle and 
turned wood top.  

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/Mar14TudorPlaceTreeFest

