
MCW Newsletter 

Page 1 Montgomery County Woodturners 
http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org 

Vol. 2016, Issue 4 

April 2016 

Next Meeting 

Note: Please park in the rear of the building (or the last 
half of the side) because all the spaces in the front are 
reserved for short term. 

Agenda 

Next Meeting 1 

Evening Program 2 

Editor's Corner 3 

Presidentôs Perspective 4 

General Announce-
ments 

6 

Member News 10 

Meeting Minutes 11 

Wounded Warriors  13 

Bring-Back Challenge 14 

Last Monthôs Program 15 

Show, Tell & Ask 20 

Skills Enhancement 20 

Back to Basics 21 

AAW Focus 22 

Davis Library Exhibit 23 

Joys of Turning Demos 24 

Champion Tree Piece 27 

Safety First 30 

Video View - Instruc- 
tional Video of The 
Month 

31 

CLICK IT - Web Site of 
the Month 

32 

YMMV 33 

MCW Resources 36 

Treasury Report 37 

Member Discounts 38 

Future Meetings 39 

Contacts - Volunteers 40 

Contacts - Officers 41 

Tailstock 41 

Item Text 

Date: WEDNESDAY, April 13, 2016 

Time: 7:00 - 9:30 PM 

Location: Woodworkers Club 
11910-L Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20852 
(301) 984-9033 

Time Activity 
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Evening Program (Tim Aley) 

Tom Wirsing: Everyone Can Turn a Perfect Platter 

T 
his demonstration will explain how woodturners of every 
skill level can turn exactly the platter they desire. The 
demonstration will concentrate on the use of gouges to 

turn a large platter and scrapers to fine-tune the platterôs con-
tours and curves. Special consideration will be given to demon-
strating easy-to-master techniques for using negative-rake 
scrapers to refine curves, eliminate all irregularities and tearout 
even on difficult woods, and achieve exactly the desired results. 
The demonstration will include a short discussion of changes in 
modern steel and grinder technologies which are changing our 
choices of turning tools.  

Tom Wirsing was born in Roanoke, Virginia, in the Shenandoah 
Valley, an historic center of American furniture building and 
woodturning. Tomôs dad was an expert on American period furni-
ture and had a well-equipped workshop which included a lathe. 
Tom began turning wood as a boy. After graduating from Roa-
noke College with a degree in Physics, Tom began traveling ex-
tensively. He lived and worked in Europe, Asia, and 9 US States. 
The lathe in his dadôs workshop became distant memory.  

About 20 years ago Tom found himself working for the Hewlett-
Packard Company in Chicago and living in a house with a spa-
cious basement. He bought a lathe and began turning wood 
again. At first he made mostly furniture but, almost by chance, he 
attended a demonstration by Richard Raffan, a well-known Aus-

tralian woodturner. Richard took a rough piece of American black cherry timber and turned it 
into a wonderful bowl. Tom was hooked. 

Thus began Tomôs interest in creating art pieces on the lathe. 
He now turns primarily platters and bowls from a variety of 
woods. His favorite wood is figured maple. 

Tom served two terms as president of the AAW. He also 
served two terms as president of the Front Range Woodturn-
ers in Denver. Tom has demonstrated at the AAW Symposi-
um, the Utah Woodturning Symposium, the Rocky Mountain 
Woodturners Symposium, Turnfest in Australia, as well as 
many AAW chapters across the USA and Canada. 

Tom resides with his wife Melinda on a ranch in north Boulder County, in the foothills of the 
Colorado Rocky Mountains, where he grazes Angus cattle, builds furniture, and turns wood. 
Visit Tomôs web site at www.thomaswirsing.com. 

There will be a $10 Demo fee. 

http://www.thomaswirsing.com
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Editor's Corner (Bill Long) 

O 
ur April 2015 Newsletter contained 29 pages. This 
one has 41. Yes, that is a 41% increase. The num-
bers donôt tell the story, though. 

 
Some sections have been constantly there throughout the last 
year. What has changed is two things: new columns and ex-
panded special articles from members. 
 
New sections, most from Gary Guenther, include: 
 
1. Bring-Back Challenge, a brief İ page telling of who 
won the last challenge, what was received, and who 
made it. 

2. Click-It, a İ to 1 page reference to an interesting Web-
site on woodturning 

3. Video View, a İ to 1 page reference to an instructional 
video on woodturning 

4. MCW Resources, a 1 page list of resources for MCW members available within our 
own membership confines 

5. Tailstock, a İ page presentation of the item selected to be the ñcoverò thumbnail shot 
of the Show, Tell & Ask web photo album from the last meeting ï placed as the ñback 
coverò of the Newsletter. 

6. AAW Focus, a 1 page presentation of current activity at our parent organization. 
7. Back to Basics, a 1 page presentation of a basic tutorial on woodturning, taken re-
cently from a serialized AAW tutorial. 

8. Montgomery County Library exhibits by MCW Members (contributed by Phil Brown) 
 
These new columns have added about 7 pages to the size of the NL. 
 
What else is new is increased activity by Members to write about their woodturning experi-
ences. In April 2015 there were two stories about new programs for MCW (1 page on 
ñEmpty Bowlsò and 2 pages on ñBeads of Courageò), a 2-page article about turning raw burl 
wood by me, and a 1-page article about the historical work of Stoney Lamar by Phil Brown. 
Those articles contributed 7 pages to the total. 
 
This month there is a 3-page article by Gary Guenther in his occasional Your Mileage May 
Vary series, a 3-page article by Mike Colella on his experience turning for children at the re-
cent Washington ArtWorks festival as part of MCWôs demonstration there, and an article by 
me on turning a chunk of strange wood from one of Montgomery Countyôs Champion Trees 
into a turned piece that has unique wood characteristics. 
 
Kudos to Gary for the new columns, to Phil for continuing work on the Library Exhibits, and 
to all members who write articles about their turning activities. 
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Presidentôs Perspective (Ellen Davis) 

ñThe best laid plans of mice and men often go awryò - Robert Burns  
 

T 
his month the quote is at the beginning of this article in-
stead of at the end. ñWhy?ò you might ask. Well knowing 
that all of you read the Newsletter in its entirety and have 

noticed that a wood related quote is always at the end of this arti-
cle, why would I include a non-wood quote at the beginning?  
 
Excellent question and observation by the way. I am a planner, a 
thinker, a worrier, and a day dreamer, which allows me to pre-
pare for many situations even if they donôt occur. We, as 
woodturners, tend to look at a piece of wood and work to create 
what we have imagined for it to become.  
 
But alas; wood, like life, has a way of asserting itself and taking 
your plans and ideas and chucking them out the window. This 
last month has been one (of the many) times in my life when the best laid plans went awry. It 
did remind me of the first bowl that I turned while learning with Mark Supik.  

  
Plan, think, dream, prepare, and work out some of the details ahead of time before you pick 
up a gouge. These are just a few of the important attributes of woodturning. The same is 
true for being a member of this fantastic club. Even though I had planned everything out for 
the March meeting, I was unable to attend. To MCWôs credit and the efforts of everyone that 
participates in this group, the meeting went off without a hitch (other than Stan playing domi-
noes with some wood slabs that I heard about).  
 
MCW needs more of its members to participate, to help plan, to help create, to help prepare 
and work out some of the details ahead of time so that each meeting, no matter what hap-

(Continued on page 5) 

  

All plans in place and on track. I am 
happy and feeling great. 

Every plan ripped to shreds, 
stomped on and run over. I am 
frustrated and not happy. 
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pens, is fun and informative. Please offer up some of your time each month, every two 
months, four times a year, or all the time. Help your club be the best it can be.  
 
A special Thank You to Bob and Gary for taking the lead and ensuring all went well.  
 

9ƭƭŜƴ  
 
ñIf you want to build a ship, donôt drum up people to collect wood and donôt assign them 
tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.ò  
-- Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
 
P.S. - OK, couldnôt help myself. A wood quote at the end as well! See you all soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Howard with the Maryland State Champion Kobus Magnolia 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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General Announcements (Gary Guenther) 

M 
CW Demonstrations at WAW: Thirteen MCW volunteers shared in transporting a 
lathe, grinder, shield, table, and set of samples to Washington ArtWorks and 
providing nine hours of live woodturning demonstrations to augment their Spring 

Festival of the Arts Open Studio Weekend in early April. Thanks to Jeff Tate, Clif Poodry, 
Carl Powell, John Laffan, Eliot Feldman, Richard Webster, Mike Colella, Bob Anderson, 
Emily Koo, Beth McClelland, Bill Long, Manu Suarez, and Gary Guenther for making this 
event a great success. Public participation was excellent, and the volunteers had fun. 
Please see the photo album at 
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/
MCWApril16DemosAtWashingtonArtWorksFestival  
Also see the special article on the joys of public demonstration by Mike Colella (photos by 
Emily Koo) on page 24. 
 
NIH Exhibit: Thanks to contacts made at NIH by Clif Poodry and Stan Wellborn, MCW has 
been offered prominent exhibit space in the main lobby of the National Institutes of Health 
Clinical Center building in Bethesda from mid July to mid September. Phil Brown is collect-
ing pieces. Please bring your works to the April meeting, with boxes for transportation, to 
give to Phil. Photographs are needed, so feel free to display them in our Show Tell & Ask 
session first, if you havenôt already shown them. Mikeôs Gallery shot will be your photo. 
 
Phil Brown highlighted in April American Woodturner: Phil Brown is more than ñjustò our 
MCW Founder, First President, current Treasurer, Director of our Public Library shows, pro-
vider of wood for the Silent Auction, and more -- he has been a valued and esteemed mem-
ber of the American woodturning community for over 30 years. His superb, signature works 
are in all the best collections. His unceasing energy in promoting our craft/art is the reason 
you are reading this Newsletter, because he called the first meeting of MCW to order based 
on a combination of good planning and wishful thinking. In the April issue of American 
Woodturner, David Fry tells Philôs story to the world so all can appreciate it, and the headline 
photo was taken by Tim Aley. Donôt miss it. For more, also see Click It on page 32. 
 
MCW Gallery Exhibit at WAW moved from June to November: Our 2016 Exhibit in the 
Gallery at Washington ArtWorks has been rescheduled from June into the advantageous 
time of their Fall Festival of the Arts in November. Our pieces will not only be in the gallery 
for a month, beginning with a First Friday, but also during the heavy-traffic weekend Fall 
Festival of the Arts, right before the holidays. This will be ideal for sales. Please be thinking 
about a piece or two to enter and possibly sell. Collection will be at the October meeting. 
 
Skills Enhancement Program: Our monthly Skills Enhancement session for April will be 
held on Friday, April 15. Get your taxes done before the last day! Please sign up with Matt 
Radtke in advance. Both Matt and Eliot Feldman will be available to help with instruction and 
mentoring. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWApril16DemosAtWashingtonArtWorksFestival
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWApril16DemosAtWashingtonArtWorksFestival
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Wounded Warriors Program: MCW WW Program Director, Don Van Ryk, has worked with 
dedication and persistence to arrange a new partnership with a different group at Walter 
Reed for our joint Outreach program of pen turning instruction in conjunction with the Wood-
workers Club. Sessions will be at the same time of day as before but moved from the previ-
ous Wednesdays to a new day, Friday. The first new session was held on Friday, April 1, 
from 12:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., and the next one will be on April 22 at the same time. We trust 
that our volunteers will return with renewed energy. The remaining sessions are tentatively 
scheduled on the following dates: April 22, May 06, May 27, June 10, July 15, and Sept 16; 
these are all Fridays. Please monitor the calendars on the Web Site and in the Newsletter 
for the latest information. Don will send emails as appropriate. 
 
Public Library Exhibits: The traveling MCW Public Library shows are drawn from a group 
of pieces loaned by you all to Phil Brown for the entire year. Phil has a fine selection for 
2016, and he thanks the participants for their support. For April, the exhibit has been moved 
to the Davis Public Library. Thanks to Jeff Tate for his help with setup. See it here: https://
picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWApril16DavisPublicLibrary 
 
Turning for Tomorrow: From Mentor Bob Anderson: MCW Apprentice Member Noah Dove 
took his own lathe to his school, the School for Tomorrow in Silver Spring, and did a 
woodturning demonstration that was well received. Congrats, Noah, on a great job. 
 
Turning Works: This MCW Program, directed by Jack Enders, has been restructured for 
2016 (from our previous ñEmpty Bowlsò project) to support the Interfaith Works organization 
in Montgomery County. It is a way you can help give back to the less advantaged in our 
community. Please plan to donate a bowl or other turned object for them to use in their fun-
raising activities. Bob Grudberg got the program off to a great start by donating a large cher-
ry bowl, and Richard Webster will be very generously bringing three bowls to the April meet-
ing. We have several people signed up to donate, but we would like to have lots more. 
Weôre aiming for a final collection in September, at which time weôll donate them to IFW. 
 
Beads of Courage: We have already seen some lidded bowls (boxes) donated by Joe 
Stout, Bob Grudberg, and Jeff Tate. Please plan to help MCW donate more lidded bowls to 
Johns Hopkins Pediatric Oncology for children fighting cancer. Show them first at our April 
and May Meetings. Mike Colella has issued a further challenge to also make magic wands! 
There will be a judging and prize at the May meeting. Heôll put a spell on you if you let the 
kids down! Program Director Jeff Tate will be collecting your works at these meetings. 
 
AAW 30th Anniversary Symposium in Atlanta: AAW 30th annual international symposi-
um will be held at the Atlanta Convention Center at AmericasMart in downtown Atlanta, 
June 9-12, 2016. The Atlanta Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel, which is connected to the con-
vention center, will be the host hotel. Hotel and Symposium Registration are open. Please 
visit the AAW website to register and to keep up to date with all of the latest information. 
This is a 3-1/2 days youôll never forget. It will be my fifth Symposium. Highly recommended. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWApril16DavisPublicLibrary
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWApril16DavisPublicLibrary
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https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001PqQi69nwmydlg_wN3NjAawOEjq--pmIvwFdb02wfN3wnnxXxDQExcQ2T0-nyS-OExXBUkepo-eurSOmaC8lHufnfx3k3GcTqLGaSNFWULCGWukq8sEYSYGO8KKHZylBfhxb7zVDsZX4f11KAHQz7HoxBtLLRZ
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Welcome New Members: So far this year, we have three new Members. In January, we 
picked up Stephen Price and Anna Sattah. A few days ago, we were joined by Ralph Hecht. 
Please make them all feel welcomed. 
 
Web Album Links from the March Meeting: The March Meeting, Show Tell & Ask, and 
Program are well documented in photos of all the activities. Please take a look at them here: 
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar16Gallery 
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar16Meeting 
https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar16Program 
Please note that the latter contains a highly-detailed, step-by-step set of illustrated instruc-
tions for making Mark St. Legerôs famous Rock-A-Bye Box. It includes making a multi-axis 
chuck and a collet chuck as well as the turning (and hollowing) of the three-sided box, the 
lid, and the multi-axis finial. The video of Markôs demo is also available on DVD from our 
Lending Library. Check with our Lending Librarian, John Laffan. 
 
Kaleidoscopes coming back to Rockville: Brewster Kaleidoscope Society and the Strath-
more Mansion celebrate: Kaleidoscopes 200 Years.  
The Brewster Kaleidoscope Society, an international organization for kaleidoscope artists, 
collectors, and retailers, will be hosting their Annual Convention, April 28 - May 1, 2016, at 
the Hilton Washington DC/Rockville, located at 1750 Rockville Pike in Rockville, MD. In the 
Regency Ballroom at the Hilton, the BKS convention will have a showroom featuring fifty in-
ternationally known kaleidoscope artists and over 1000 kaleidoscopes which will be on dis-
play for public viewing and purchase. The showroom will be open to the public at no charge 
at the Hilton on Saturday, April 30 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday, May 1, from 12-4 
p.m. The convention is open to all registrants and includes ñmake you ownò kaleidoscope 
classes, talks and presentations about the art of kaleidoscopes. See https://
brewstersociety.com/kaleidoscope-convention/info/ A special feature of each convention is 
when the artists unveil their newest, never before seen, kaleidoscope designs and creations.  
 
Strathmore Mansion Juried Kaleidoscope Exhibit: April 23 - June 4. See kaleidoscopes 
in a whole new light at the 200th Anniversary show sponsored by Strathmore and the Brew-
ster Kaleidoscope Society. https://www.strathmore.org/visual-arts/exhibitions/kaleidoscopes 
The Mansion at Strathmore (10701 Rockville Pike) is pairing with the Brewster Kaleidoscope 
Society for an exhibit representing 51 kaleidoscope artists from around the world exhibiting 
over 150 modern kaleidoscopes and related works. The exhibit will run from April 23-June 4. 
An online catalog of the exhibit will be available at www.brestersociety.com after April 23. 
 
Since the invention of the kaleidoscope in 1816, kaleidoscopes have come a long way. They 
are no longer just considered toys, but are now recognized as works of art. Kaleidoscopes 
are being created by some of the most talented artisans around the world, in a wide range of 
disciplines -- everything from wood, glass, metal, paper, acrylics, and more. It is not just the 
beautiful exterior of the kaleidoscope that draws attention, but also the incredible visual im-
agery that hides deep within each one.ò  

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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This is the 26th Annual Brewster Kaleidoscope Society Convention and the 30th anniversary 
of the Brewster Kaleidoscope Society. In 1986, the society was founded by Cozy Baker, 
long time Bethesda, Maryland resident and author of the first seven books written exclusive-
ly about kaleidoscopes and their emergence as a modern art form. Cozy curated the first ev-
er kaleidoscope exhibit at the Strathmore Mansion in 1985. This is the seventh kaleidoscope 
exhibit to be shown at the Strathmore in the past 31 years.  
 
Woodturner James Duxbury (who demonstrated kaleidoscope making at MCW in October of 
2010) is teaching a class ñRocket Ahead with Wooden Kaleidoscopesò at the Strathmore 
Mansion on Sunday, May 8 from 1-4 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at https://
www.strathmore.org/visual-arts/exhibitions . Other classes are also available at the Mansion 
at Strathmore for anyone who wishes to learn techniques for creating kaleidoscopes. Wood-
worker Phil Coghill is teaching at class at the Strathmore on Monday May 2 from 12-4 p.m. 
titled ñSweet Dreams Kaleidoscope Classò. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

https://www.strathmore.org/visual-arts/exhibitions
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Member News (Phil Brown) 

M 
ike Colella is pretty excited (and scared) because he made a big commitment to 
the Maryland Renaissance Festival by purchasing a permanent booth at the Faire, 
which means he will be there for the whole season EVERY year. That's a lot of 

magic wands, ornaments, bottle stoppers, and bowls too. See faire: 
www.marylandrenaissancefestival.com/ 
 
David Fry wrote a generous article about Phil Brownôs flare vessels, which is in the April 
issue of American Woodturner, page 22. Photo by Tim Aley. 
See the article at: www.montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/Final_PhilBrown.pdf 
 
Ken Lobo, also a member of Chesapeake Woodturners, "did a great job of coordinating" 
their juried exhibit at Montpelier Mansion, which opened March 19th and continues through 
May 1st. He with his team of volunteers conducted the set up for the show featuring 62 piec-
es from CW members. He also organized the successful opening of the show. He has three 
pieces in the exhibit. The show is free and is at 9652 Muirkirk Rd, Laurel, MD. For more in-
formation, see: www.pgparks.com/page67842.aspx 
 
Clif Poodry teaches Beginning Bowl Turning during the evening of April 18-19, May 23-24, 
June 27-28, July 25-26, Aug 22-23, Sept 26-27, Oct 24-25, and Nov 28-29; and Introduction 
to the Lathe April 4-5, May 9-10, June 6-7, July 11-12, Aug 8-9, Sept 12-13, Oct 3-4, Nov 14
-15, and Dec 5-6 at the Woodworkers Club. A minimum of three students are required to 
conduct a class. To register, call 301-984-9033, or go to: woodworkersclub.com/classes/  
 
Mark Supikôs workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore include these all-day woodturn-
ing workshops from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for $150/class, with a 20% discount for AAW and 
local woodturning club members. Lunch & materials are included. To register, phone or e-
mail Nancy Supik 410-732-8414, or nancy@marksupikco.com  
 
¶ The Right Start: Learn spindle turning, having fun making bead & cove cuts to create 
wine stoppers, mallets, and other useful objects on Sunday, April 10th, Saturday, May 
21st, and Sunday, June 12th.  

¶ Bowl Turning Fundamentals using green wood on Saturday, April 9th, Sunday, May 
22nd, and Saturday, June 11th.  

¶ The Next Step - For Returning Students is one Saturday each month 9:00 AM to 
noon, $75/class. Subjects to be announced for May 28th and June 18th.  

¶ Afternoon Open Studio occurs one Saturday each month from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, 
for $30/session on May 28th and June 18th. For details, click on ñGet Schooled Hereò 
at marksupikco.com  FYI, Mark reports that his shop made 25,000 beer taps last year 
for microbreweries across the country. 

 
Donôt be shy! Promote yourself. Tell us about your woodturning activities in the MCW 
Newsletter. Send your information by the 23rd of the month to Phil Brown, 
philfbrown@comcast.net 

http://www.marylandrenaissancefestival.com/
http://www.montgomerycountywoodturners.org/Documents/Final_PhilBrown.pdf
http://www.pgparks.com/page67842.aspx
http://www.woodworkersclub.com/classes/
mailto:nancy@marksupikco.com
marksupikco.com
mailto:philfbrown@comcast.net
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Meeting Minutes (Tina Chisena) 

 
MCW Meeting March 17, 2016 

 

T 
he meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by VP Bob Anderson, substituting for Ellen 
Davis. He closely followed the Agenda which Ellen had sent out to all the members. 
 

He reminded folks to wear their name tags, and to remember to remove Silent Auction items 
which they have brought but which did not sell. He welcomed one guest, Ted Michalek from 
the Chesapeake Wood Turners.  
 
In the Bring-back Challenge, Jeff Tate won a cigar pen from previous winner Matt Radke. 
 
We were reminded to renew our membership, if we had not already done so, by paying dues 
to either Phil Brown or Jim Allison. 
 
There was a brief discussion led by Gary Guenther about a problem with the emailing of the 
Newsletter, in that several people did not receive their Newsletter. Gary got a show of hands 
and worked out some plan to analyze and remedy the situation. 
 
Mention was made of our Facebook presence -- the link is in the Meeting Agenda that Ellen 
emailed to all Members. 
 
Our new Lending Librarian is John Laffan, a relatively new member, whom we are very hap-
py to have in that role. Joe Barnard volunteered to be the back-up Librarian. Clif Poodry, our 
Librarian for the last nine years, was honored with a Certificate of Appreciation.   
 
On the volunteer front, we are in need of one or more program writers This personôs duties 
would consist of taking notes during the monthly program/demonstration and writing it up as 
a couple-page article for the Newsletter. Photos will be made available by Gary. This is a 
critical position, and it needs to be filled. If we have two or more people willing to do this job, 
Bill Long would coordinate their efforts.  
 
Gary Guenther worked with Washington Art Works (WAW) to secure our now yearly show, 
which will be held in November of 2016, and to increase our visibility with a live turning 
demonstration during the weekend of April 2-3. Gary has coordinated times and turners and 
has emailed the membership with that information. Thirteen members are participating. 
 
Thanks to Stan Wellborn and Phil Brown for getting us an opportunity to show our work at 
the NIH in July and August of this year. Phil has applications, which are also on the MCW 
website. Deliver your work at the April 13 meeting or no later than May 1

st
, which is the 

deadline for providing a list of pieces to the NIH.  
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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MCWôs Public Library Installation was located at the Potomac Public Library for March. 
but will have moved to the Davis Public Library for April. Visit the Library and check out the 
exhibit. Thanks to Phil and Jeff Tate for getting everything in place for this installation. 
 
Beads of Courage is a continuing program in MCW. There is a May 12th deadline for these 
projects. Sign up to make a Beads of Courage lidded bowl. Questions about this program 
should be addressed to Jeff Tate jbthunter@hotmail.com. 
 
Along with lidded bowls for this program, Mike Colella has issued a challenge to make a 
magic wand to be presented with the lidded bowls, or as a standalone. In addition, we will 
have a panel of Wizard judges to choose a winner of the coolest wand. These wands should 
be brought to the May 12th meeting. 
 
Turning Works: Interfaith Works is a local charity that supports the poor and homeless in 
Montgomery County. MCW has pledged to support their fundraising efforts by providing 
turned wooden pieces for their use. We expect to have collections of pieces from you to do-
nate to them by the September meeting. Please sign up to make a Turning Works bowl oro 
other item. The contact person for this Program is Jack Enders: jendersaero@verizon.net. 
Please sign up to help out with this. 
 
Wounded Warrior Project: Don Van Ryk has worked tirelessly with Walter Reed to keep 
our WWP active. They requested a short break, and now it looks like weôre back to helping 
our troops. The next session of the WWP will begin on Friday, April 22nd from 12:30 to 2:30 
PM. Come to the Club and help out. Contact Don for more information at  
dvanryk@niaid.nih.gov. Future dates are listed below on page 13 and on the Web Site. 
 
Activities News: 
 
AAW 30th Anniversary Symposium, Atlanta, June 9-12, 2016. This event will be held at the 
Atlanta Convention Center. The Atlanta Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel, which is connected 
to the convention center, will be the host hotel. Registration for the Symposium and the Ho-
tel are not open. Please visit the AAW website for up to date information on registration, de-
monstrators, vendors, etc. Volunteers are needed, so visit the website for more information. 
 
Mid-Atlantic Woodturners Association is holding a two-day event in Lancaster, PA, Sept. 
24-25, 2016. For more information check out the website at www.mawts.com. 
 
Segmented Woodturners Symposium  
The Segmented Woodturners, an online chapter of the AAW, is holding itôs 5th Symposium 
October 27-30, 2016 in Quincy, Massachusetts. Full brochure and registration can be found 
at www.segmentedwoodturners.org or by contacting Wayne Miller at 
Wayneomil@segmentedwoodturners.org. 
 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Skills Enhancement: April 15 (Friday), May 15 (Sunday), June 10 (Friday), July 10 
(Sunday), August 12 (Friday) 
  
Turning for Tomorrow: Bob Anderson reported that MCW Apprentice Member, Noah Dove 
took his own lathe to his school and did a woodturning demonstration for them.  Well done! 
 
Hands-on Mentors: If you would like to volunteer to be a mentor, please let us know. If you 
need a mentor, please contact any Officer. 
 
MCW Video and Book Library: Books and DVDôs are available for rental. $2 cheap! 
Thanks again to John Laffan, our new Lending Librarian. 
 

Future Meeting Programs: Dale Bright (5/12); Mike Sorge (ƚɤƕƚȺȰɯCarl Powell (7/7); Dick 

Stohr (9/8) 
 
Show, Tell and Ask was efficiently handled by Mike Colella. 
 
Evening Demonstration Program: Mark St. Leger, made a ñRock-A-Byeò Box.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

(Continued from page 12) 

Wounded Warriors Pen Turning Program Schedule (Don Van Ryk) 

Session Date WeekDay  Session Date WeekDay 

April 22, 2016 Friday  June 10, 2016 Friday 

May 6, 2016 Friday  July 15, 2016 Friday 

May 27, 2016 Friday  September 16, 2016 Friday 
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Bring Back Challenge (Gary Guenther) 

Itôs nice to have a woodturned item in your collection from one of your friends.  
 

E 
ach month, we raffle off a piece by a Member, to be won by another lucky Member, 
and the winnerôs responsibility is to turn a piece of his own and bring it to the next 
Meeting to have it raffled off, in turn. Itôs a fun, if random, way for us to trade work 

amongst ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our March Meeting, Matt Radtkeôs ñcigarò pen was won by a happy Jeff Tate. 
 
 

Matt made this large ñcigarò pen in very curly koa, using a skew chisel to get a fine cut 
through the tricky, confused grain patterns. No sanding! CA glue finish. Nice job. 

 
 

Next month, Jeff will bring back something to raffle off to the next lucky winner. 
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Last Month's Program (Tina Chisena) 

Mark St. Leger Demonstration: Rock-A-Bye Box 
 

A 
t the March 17, 2016 MCW Meeting, visiting professional 
woodturner Mark St. Leger demonstrated making his sig-
nature ñRock-A-Bye Boxò. Mark began his demo with a 

brief, but welcome mention of safety concerns. His long beard 
served him well as a place to clip the microphone, but as a turn-
ing hazard it is significant. He took out a long, womanôs hair band 
and pulled it over his head and down to his neck to hold his beard 
out of the way. Then he tucked the beard into his turning smock, 
which he zipped up enough to hold the beard. His experiences as 
a high-school shop teacher perhaps have stood him in good 
stead, as he emphasized that common sense should apply to 
these situations.  
 
To build the Rock-A-Bye Box, he had the following pieces pre-
pared: 
1. A cube of figured ash, approximately 2-3/8ò on each side. (The actual size is optional, 
but the exactness of each side to each other is important -- it must be a true cube.)  

2. A piece of blackwood, from which the lid will be made -- about 1òx1òx2ò. 
3. A piece of ash or maple for the finial of the box lid -- approx. 5/8ò x 5/8ò x 2-1/2ò. 
4. Maple block for collet chuck 
5. Maple block for eccentric chuck 
6. Maple block for jam chuck 

 
Tools Use: 
1. 5/8ò spindle roughing gouge  
2. 1/2" detail gouge 
3. Three Mike Hunter small carbide cutter hollowing tools (designed by Mark St. Leger) 
ð one straight and two swan necks (regular and back cutting) 

4. Thin-kerf parting tool 
5. Parting and beading tool 
6. Vernier caliper 
7. 1/4ñ round skew chisel 
8. Spring-loaded center punch 
9. Small steel round rod for knocking the point out of the live center 

 
Early in the demo, Mark mentioned the ABCôs of turning. Iôm guessing this isnôt new to most 
of our members, but it was new to me. It stands for Anchor, Bevel, Cut. He also mentioned 
not to do ACC, which means Anchor, Cut, Catch. It is probably a very fundamental thing, 
but good to have a nice, handy, easy-to-remember set of letters to keep one focused. 
 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Note: all the steps to be described here may be viewed in our March Program photo album 
at https://picasaweb.google.com/106891946865477202075/MCWMar16Program 
 
Mark began by preparing the maple blocks to be used as holding accessories. First he drew 
diagonals and used his spring-loaded center punch to mark the centers of each side of the 
blocks. On the eccentric chuck, which he worked on first, he marked centers on both sides, 
but also marked an off-center spot 1/8ñ from the true center, on one of the diagonals on one 
side. Placing the true center on the live center and the block against the spindle, he turned 
this block into a cylinder using his 5/8ñ Mark St. Leger signature Doug Thompson spindle 
roughing gouge. He cut a tenon on the headstock side using the parting-beading tool. He 
then moved the piece so the live center was on the off-center mark and cut a second tenon 
at a larger diameter than the first and farther 
down the block. Each tenon is less than 1/4ò 
wide. The eccentric tenon will ultimately al-
low for the making of the multi-axis, ñgolf 
clubò finial. Next, he screwed a scroll chuck 
onto the spindle, inserted the piece on its 
first tenon (the non-eccentric one), and 
turned the cylinder into a bull nose. He made 
a small dimple in the center of the bull nose 
with a detail gouge so it would center a drill 
bit. Using a Jacobs chuck in the tailstock, he 
drilled a 1/2ò hole all the way through the ec-
centric chuck. This is to enable you to free 
your work from the chuck in a later step. 
 
He then did some work on the collet chuck. He had already sawn a 1/8ò wide slot nearly 
halfway across the thin block. This slot goes near but not to the center because he needs 
the center point for mounting. He mounted it between centers and turned it into a cylinder 
with a chuck tenon and set it aside. A center hole will be made in it later to the actual size of 
the lid tenon. 
 
Next he did the preliminary steps in forming the 
body of the box from the piece of figured ash. He 
placed the ash cube (with its most attractive fig-
ure toward the tailstock) onto the lathe using the 
tailstock live center (without its point) and the 
empty headstock spindle to entrap the diagonally 
opposite corners of the cube. He checked and 
adjusted the orientation quite carefully, as the 
three projecting corners of the cube need to be 
precisely in a plane perpendicular to the axis of 
rotation of the lathe. He tightened the cube se-

(Continued from page 15) 
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curely between centers so it wouldnôt slip when being 
turned. He began the shaping by taking shallow con-
cave cuts from the tailstock side of the piece using 
his detail gouge. He left about 3/8ò back from the 
three projecting corners . This concave cut will be the 
top of the box. He cut an indentation with the gouge 
to mark where the bottom of the box will be.  
 
After marking the planned bottom location, he cut the 
preliminary convex curve of the box bottom surface 
using the detail gouge. He created a tenon on the 
headstock end of the block so he could mount it in a 
scroll chuck later. He then parted it off on the head-
stock side using a very narrow parting tool he made 
from a repurposed table knife. He put the scroll 
chuck back onto the lathe and inserted the newly-formed tenon of the box body into the 
chuck jaws. He removed the wood remaining in the center of the top area with a parting tool 
and cleaned up the shape of the top with the detail gouge by continuing the concave cuts 
toward the center.  
 
He estimated the depth of drilling needed for the hol-
low and drilled a hole into the ash block using a 5/8ò 
Forstner bit. He then performed careful hollowing 
through this hole using all three of his hollowing tools, 
starting with the straight one. At various stopping 
points, lacking an air compressor, he cleared wood 

chips and dust out of 
the box manually blow-
ing through a small 
plastic tube (out, not 
in!). He used a 1/4ò 
round skew chisel to clean up the opening and to chamfer the 
inside edge. The rounded skewôs shaft burnishes the edge of 
the hole.  
 
The top and inside of the box body are now complete. Next, 
the bottom of the rocking box must be turned. He made a jam 
chuck out of another maple block by turning a tenon to fit the 
box opening. A little ñtongue oilò will expand the fibers of the 
tenon if it is made a tiny bit too small. The box was jammed 
onto it so the bottom could be shaped. He used pressure from 
a drilled golf ball placed over the live center and removed a lot 
of wood, eventually making the cuts defining the actual round-

(Continued from page 16) 
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