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Location

Next Meeting

Agenda

Thursday
20 April 2017

Woodworkers Club

6:30 - 7:00

Set-up, Check-in Show, Tell &
Ask items, Silent Auction
Shop in the Woodworkers Club
Store

7:00 – 9:30

11910-L Parklawn Drive

7:00 – 7:20

Business meeting

Rockville, MD 20852

7:20 – 7:50

Show, Tell & Ask

(301) 984-9033

7:50 – 9:20

Program

9:20 - 9:45

Clean up, claim your auction
items and pay for selected items

Note: Please park in the rear of the building (or the last half of the side) because all the spaces in
the front are reserved for short term parking.

Evening Program
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Next Meeting October 12, 2017 – Andy Di Pietro: Photo
Presentation & Taking Your Own Work to the Next Level
Andy Di Pietro’s wood
artistry is a culmination
of his life-long love for
working with wood
along with his artistic
and engineering skills.
Those who meet him
for the first time quickly
experience his passion
and commitment to
wood art. Andy’s
artworks have gained him world-wide recognition, with
both his modern vessel style and his dynamic sculptural
series.
Andy will do a photo presentation of his artwork starting
with woodworking projects, building his shop to
woodturning then wood sculpture. During the photo

presentation he will lecture on good shape & form, anatomy of a tree, grain orientation options and
wood aesthetics.
The techniques discussed will not be limited to hollow forms. They can be
applied to all forms of turned objects. The intent is to instruct the viewer on
how to bring his/her own work to the next level.
He has demonstrated vessel hollowing in
many clubs in the North-East region and has
exhibited nationally. He has been showcased
in many newspaper articles, and the following
magazines: American Woodturner, Creative
Woodturning New Zealand, and was a
featured artist in Woodturning Magazine in
England.
Andy has been exhibiting at fine art gallery/ exhibits including: S.O.F.A. Chicago, Grovewood &
Xylem Galleries, New Hope Arts, and now he is part of Land Lines at Glen Echo Popcorn Gallery
with the Artists' Reception on Friday, October 13, 6 to 8pm.
Wood is one of Nature's most amazing
materials and he feels fortunate to work with it.
It allows him to utilize his artistic skill and
technical background to create beautiful shapes
and forms to unlock Nature's inner most beauty.

President’s Perspective by Ellen Davis
What makes MCW such an amazing club? Our members! Those that
volunteer their time at each meeting, those that work behind the scenes
each and every month, the members that attend meetings or skills
enhancement or help our Wounded Warriors, and each and every time a
member donates a bowl for Beads of Courage or Turning Works is what
truly make this club all that it is.
Our December 2017 meeting we will be holding our Annual Election of
Officers. MCW needs your help to continue the tradition of excellence that
has been established.
Now is the time to step up and run for a position. Volunteer your expertise and passion of
woodturning to keep this club running. Do not shy away from this amazing, fulfilling opportunity to
support MCW and our members.
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Don’t just come to our monthly meeting to watch what happens around you, join in and continue to
create the robust club we have become.
All Elected Positions are Open – Put your name on the ballot and be counted! There are several
positions that will not have an officer if YOU don’t run.
President
Vice President
Program Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chair
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
In addition we are in need of additional volunteers:
Back up Secretary
Back up Newsletter Editor
Candid Photography
Gallery Photography
Videographer

Ellen
“And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to
blossom.” - Anais Nin

Editor’s Corner by Stephen Price
I have tendered my resignation as Newsletter editor. The December issue will be my last.
Ellen has asked me to reach out to all of you to start the search for my replacement. If you have any
interest in the undertaking please reach out to Ellen or to me. I will be glad to share the tips and
tricks I developed.

Meeting Minutes for

by Steve Drake

President Ellen Davis called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, welcoming approximately 29
members and guests.
General Announcements:
•
•
•

Silent auction has a lot of very nice pieces for sale tonight including some burl.
Guests – Ken Poirier from CAW and Dan Dutton were visiting tonight. We also welcomed
Tessio Rebello as a new member.
The next meeting is on October 12, 2017 and Andy Di Pietro will be speaking on how he is
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transitioning from woodturning into sculpture.

Bring-Back Challenge and prize raffle:
Mike Colella won last month’s Bring-Back Challenge and was unable to bring his donation to the
meeting for this month’s drawing. Gary Geunther won the drawing and will bring something to next
month’s drawing.
Sad news:
Ellen Davis reported that Jeff Struewing had lost his son, David, in a swimming accident. A card
from the membership was passed around for everyone to sign.
Volunteers needed:
Several positions remain to be filled. Specifically, we need a replacement program chairman, a
backup Secretary, and another person to take Gallery, Meeting, & Candid photographs.
Turn for the Troops:
406 pens have been turned and another 69 are still outstanding. The November Turn for the
Troops demonstration is November 10th, 11th, and 12th and we will need volunteers to assist in the
demonstration. There is a preparation session on Saturday, October 28th to get the blanks and kits
ready for the demonstration. Please contact Roman Steichen at his new email
(3rdgenpenshop@gmail.com) and let him know if you can help.
Turning Works:
Bob Browning is continuing to watch for charities that can raise money by auctioning our bowls. So
far, MCW bowls have raised over $1000 for local charities. We are down to 7 small bowls so some
donations from members would be appreciated. Contact Bob directly at suznbob@verizon.net if you
have any ideas for other organizations that could use some of the bowls.
Wounded Warrior Program:
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 22nd at 12:30 at the Woodworker’s Club.
Please check the web site or contact Don Van Ryk at DVANRYK@NIAID.NIH.GOV for more
information. Mentors are always needed.
Skill Enhancement:
The September Skills Enhancement session was today and was well attended. The next will be on
Sunday, October 15th from 10:00 am - 1:30 pm with the last 30 minutes reserved for lathe
maintenance. Contact Matt Radtke at mattradtke@gmail.com to reserve a space at the October
session. The dates for the rest of the year are November 9th and December 7th at 2-5:30 pm
MCW Website:
Our website is gathering a lot of complements but we still want to improve it. Please look at the site
and see what you would like to recommend. You can forward any recommendations to Ellen and
she will give them to Jeff after he has had a chance to deal with his son’ funeral.
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Public Library Exhibit:
Our exhibit is at the Potomac Public Library. Joe Barnard did a wonderful job setting it up but could
use a hand if anyone wants to volunteer (barnards@wood-crafted.com).
Facebook Page:
Membership in the MCW Facebook page is almost 60 people now or almost 75% of the club. It is
very active with frequent postings and discussions. Check them out at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/194941367515051.
Activities and Opportunities:
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair:
Tim Aley reported that the fair was a great time and we always had a good crowd. There were a lot
of kids excited by the demonstrations. We had one new member join and had several other
inquiries about membership.
Turnabout – Women at the Lathe:
Ellen reported that an exhibit of work by women turners is traveling the country. It will be starting at
Appalachian Center for Craft in Smithville, Tennessee (January 15, 2018 - March 12, 2018) and will
then travel to the AAW Gallery in St. Paul (June 3-July 29, 2018). Online applications for the exhibit
will be accepted October 1 through November 15, 2017. More information is available at
http://tinyurl.com/2018turnabout.
Mid-Atlantic Woodturners Symposium: October 27-29, 2017 at the Lancaster Marriot Hotel. Early
registration for the symposium is $185 at http://www.mawts.com/ until October 1. After that, it will
be $215. Please watch for additional information at https://www.facebook.com/MAwoodturners.
The Center for Art in Wood: 2017 Annual Founders’ Fundraiser: Saturday, November 11, 2017.
There will be a reception and VIP Tours of Current Exhibitions and of the Museum’s Collection with
a $500+ Sponsorship.
Gallery Photography:
Thank you to Mike Colella for taking the Gallery pictures of the Show and Tell items and to
Margaret Follas for helping him by moving the pieces.
The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm

--Steve Drake, Secretary
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Meeting photos:
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7

8

Bring Back Challenge
Mike Colella won last month’s Bring-Back
Challenge and was unable to bring his donation
to the meeting for this month’s drawing. Gary
Geunther won the drawing and will bring
something to next month’s drawing.

Last Month’s Program
Mark St. Leger turned a Bias lidded convex box with texture options. This unique 3-sided box is
turned on the bias. Mark turned all the jigs to create this box, lid and finial.
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Show, Tell and Ask

Bill Long & Ellen Davis 5.5 x 4 bowl
(burl)

Bill Long & Ellen Davis 8.25 x 2.25
bowl (Walnut)

Bill Long & Tim Aley 8 x 2 bowl
(cherry)

Bob Browning 7.5 x 7.5 Beads of
Courage box (Paulownia) (b)

Bob Browning 7.5 x 7.5 Beads of
Courage box (Paulownia) (c)

Bob Grudberg 10 x 10 Beads of
Courage Box (walnut and music box)
(d)
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Bob Grudberg 10 x 10 Beads of
Courage Box (walnut) (a)

Bob Grudberg 10 x 10 Beads of
Courage Box (walnut) (b)

Bob Grudberg 10 x 10 Beads of
Courage Box (walnut) (c)

Bob Grudberg 4 x 4 open segmented
corner bowl (mix)

Bob Grudberg 6 x 6 3 corner bowl
(mix) (a)

Bob Grudberg 6 x 6 3 corner bowl
(mix) (b)

Bob Grudberg 6 x 7 open segmented
corner bowl (mix)

Dean Elliott 7 pens (maple Trex pine
2x4) (b)

Ellen Davis 12 x 2 rolling pin (Cherry)

Ellen Davis 6.5 x 4.5 bowl (Walnut)

Gary Guenther 2.25 flat-to-flat
hexasphericon (walnut on temp
stand) (a)

Gary Guenther 2.25 flat-to-flat
hexasphericon (walnut on temp
stand) (b)
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Gary Guenther 2.25 flat-to-flat
hexasphericon (walnut on temp
stand) (c)

Joe Barnard 10.25 x 1 plate (maple
crotch)

Joe Barnard 16.5 x 1 rolling pin
(chestnut)

Joe Barnard 9 x 1 plate (yellowwood)
(a)

Joe Barnard 9 x 1 plate (yellowwood)
(b)

Ken Poirier 12 dia Platter (poplar 1
stroke painting) (a)

Ken Poirier 12 dia Platter (poplar 1
stroke painting) (b)

Ken Poirier 12 dia Platter (poplar) (a)

Ken Poirier 12 dia Platter (poplar) (b)

Ken Poirier 20 dia Platter (Ambrosia

Richard Webster 15 x 1 platter

Richard Webster 15 x 1 platter
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Maple) (a)

(cherry) (a)

(cherry) (b)

Steve Haddix 5 x 5 3 corner bowl
(black locust) (a)

Steve Haddix 5 x 5 3 corner bowl
(black locust) (b)

Steve Haddix 5 x 5 3 corner bowl
(black locust) (c)

Steve Haddix 8.25 x 5.25 bowl of
many colors (spalted maple paint)
(a)

Steve Haddix 8.25 x 5.25 bowl of
many colors (spalted maple paint)
(b)

Steve Haddix 9.5 x 2.5 star bowl with
pyro (poplar acrylic paint goldleaf)
(a)

Steve Haddix 9.5 x 2.5 star bowl with
pyro (poplar acrylic paint goldleaf)
(b)

Steve Haddix 9.5 x 2.5 star bowl with
pyro (poplar acrylic paint goldleaf)
(c)

Steve Price 5 pens TFTT (maple)
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Tim Aley 8.25 x 2 nested bowls (red
maple burl) (d)

Tim Aley 12 x 3.5 nested bowls (red
maple burl) (c)

Tim Aley 12 x 3.5 8.25 x 2 5 x.5
nested bowls (red maple burl) (a)

Tim Aley 12 x 3.5 8.25 x 2 5 x.5
nested bowls (red maple burl) (b)

Tim Aley 2 x 2 Derek Weidman class
turned head (maple) (a)

Tim Aley 2 x 2 Derek Weidman class
turned head (maple) (b)

Tim Aley 5 x.5 nested bowls (red
maple burl) (e)

Tim Aley 7 x 5 bowl (red maple burl)

Tim Aley 7 x 5 natural edge bowl (red
maple burl) (b)

Tim Aley 8 x 5 natural edge bowl (red
maple burl) (a)

Tim Aley 8 x 5 natural edge bowl (red
maple burl)

William Flint fleet of UFO's (copper)
(c)
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William Flint's fleet of UFO's [copper]
and patterns used for spinning the
copper.

William Flint fleet of UFO's [copper]
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Member News by Phil Brown
Phil Brown will be recognized on November 6th at the Round House Theater with the Lifetime
Impact Award for his continuing support of MCW during the 16th annual County Executive’s Awards
for Excellence in the Arts and Humanities. This is probably an evening event, and Phil hopes some
of you will come. Details should appear soon at: creativemoco.com/
Clif Poodry is scheduled to teach Introduction to the Lathe on Oct. 2 3, Nov. 13 14, and Dec 11-12
at the Woodworkers Club, and Matt Radtke teaches Beginning Bowl Turning during the evenings of
Oct. 16 17, Nov. 29 30, and Dec 18-19. A minimum of three students are required to conduct a
class. To register, call 301-984-9033, or go to: woodworkersclub.com/classes/
Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore include these all-day woodturning
workshops from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for $165/class, with a 20% discount for local woodturning club
members. Lunch & materials are included. To register, phone or e-mail Nancy Supik 410-732-8414,
or nancy@marksupikco.com for details click on “Get Schooled Here” at marksupikco.com
The Right Start: Learn spindle turning, having fun making bead & cove cuts to create wine
stoppers, mallets, and other useful objects on Sunday, October 15th; Saturday, November 12th;
and Sunday, December 10, 2017.
Basic Bowl Turning uses green wood from recently downed local trees, and moves from log to
bowl in one day on Saturday, October 14th; Sunday November 12th and Saturday, December 9th.
And More Bowls on Sunday, November 15th, is a review the basics, bowl design, sharpening,
natural edge bowls.
The Next Step-Morning Workshops ($75) include Bowl Finishing: Sat. Nov 18th and
Lidded Boxes, Saturday, Dec. 16th.

Library program links:
July 2008 Potomac Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/GnAN3VD9yHe3kRzp1
December 2008 Bethesda Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/tekRXZRrklucSQmv2
March 2009 Quince Orchard Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/C8tlvDG3tFBIaiL43
June 2010 Davis Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/r8PDmncgPCgzHJx53
May 2017 Germantown Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/70t5WBU7aCWvX0G72
July 2017 Davis Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/KGueA0OZ1pnw81Up2
September 2017 Potomac Library: https://photos.app.goo.gl/PRXSu96SYEkvMkIY2
Don’t be shy! Promote yourself. Tell us about your woodturning activities in the MCW Newsletter.
Another MCW member needs to step forward to compile this information since Phil is stepping
down as compiler of this news column. This is a good opportunity to have more contact with
members and learn what they are doing.
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Juried Exhibit by Phil Brown
You are Invited to Apply for a Juried Exhibit in February, 2018 Handcrafted is a turned wood
exhibition juried by Fleur Bresler which will be on view from January 13 to February 24, 2018 in the
Kay Gallery at BlackRock Center for the Arts in Germantown, MD. In addition quilts, weavings, and
other fiber pieces will be on the walls.
DEADILNE FOR ONLINE ENTRY SUBMISSION is Sunday, November 19, 2017 (11:59 PM EST)
The JUROR is Fleur Bresler. Some MCW members have seen her collection in recent years.
NOTIFICATION REGARDING ACCEPTANCE will be December 8, 2017 (email notification)
ENTRY FEE: $15 for first piece, and $10 for each additional piece (maximum of 4 pieces)
The prospectus and entry form will soon be available at:
www.blackrockcenter.submittable.com/submit be sure to read the prospectus before trying to
complete the submission form.
Our recent show and tell presentations have had some quality work, which I hope some of you will
submit for this exhibit. You will be competing with submitted work from nine other AAW chapters
within 100 miles of Germantown, but don’t be intimidated by that competition.

Treasurer’s Report by Phil Brown
March Income

March Expenses:

Memberships

50.00

Demonstrator Expense

380.00

Silent Auction

40.00

Supplies

150.00

Reg Honorium – President

185.00

Outreach - Fair

87.46

Total Income

Total funds available:

$90.00

Total expenses

$4,801.87
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$802.46

MCW Calendars
Activity calendars are provided as best information available at the time of publication. Please
confirm the published dates as we get closer to the date of the activity.
Future Meetings Schedule
Date

Program/ Demonstrator

October

Andy Di Pietro

November

Annual Election Nominations &
TBD

December

Burn, Video and Pot luck

January

Annual Panel Critique

Notes
Slideshow and presentation
from Woodturning to
Sculpture, Finding your
voice

Fractal burning, Video
hollowing and pot luck

Skills Enhancement Schedule Matt Radtke
Skills Enhancement Dates (subject to change). You must contact Matt Radtke at
matt.radtke@gmail.com to reserve your spot for Skills Enhancements.
Sun October 15 from 10am - 1pm
Thur November 9 from 2pm - 5pm
Thur December 7 from 2pm - 5pm

Wounded Warrior Program Schedule

Don Van Ryk

Wounded Warriors program dates (subject to change). Please contact Don van Ryk at
dvanryk@niaid.nih.gov to let him know if you will be there to assist.
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Chapter Contacts
Officers
President

Ellen Davis

ellen@TwistedTreeDesign.com 301-728-5505

Vice President

Bob Anderson

Robert.anderson4@verizon.net 301-270-6005

Program Chair

Tim Aley

Taley16922@aol.com

301-869-6983

Secretary

Steve Drake

skdjmdb@gmail.com

301-208-8265

Treasurer

Phil Brown

philfbrown@comcast.net

301-767-9863

Membership Chair

Jim Allison

Jim-elaine@allison.net

301-706-6164

Newsletter Editor

Stephen Price

Prices1950@yahoo.com

240-353-4771

Webmaster

Jeff Struewing

jeff@struewing.us

240-988-6422

President Emeritus

Gary Guenther

gary.guenther@iname.com

301-384-7594

Volunteers
Wounded Warrior Support Program Director

Don Van Ryk

Skills Enhancement Program Director

Matt Radtke, Eliot Feldman assistant

Public Library Exhibit Committee

Joe Bernard, Phil Brown, Russ Iler, Mary Beardsley

Beads of Courage Program Director

Steve Haddix

Turning Works Program Director

Bob Browning

Montgomery County Ag Fair Program Director

Tim Aley

Turn for Troops Project Leader

Roman Steichen

Backup Secretary

open

Backup Newsletter Editor

open

Lending Librarian

John Laffan, Joe Barnard backup

Videography

Joe Stout, Joe Barnard, Bert Bleckwenn

Gallery Photography and recording

Mike Colella, Tim Aley

Candid Photography

Tim Aley

Web Albums

Tim Aley, Mike Colella

Show Tell & Ask Leaders

Mike Colella, Matt Radtke, Clif Poodry

Show Tell & Ask Recording and Trucking

Richard Webster and Jim Allison

Demo Fee Collection

Bob Grudberg

Setup Committee

Jim Allison, Margaret Follas

Clean-Up Committee

Paul Simon

Discount Deacon

Steve Drake

Brochure Boss

Phil Brown
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MCW Resources
MCW Hands-on Mentoring Program: Hands-on mentoring is one of the most effective ways of
learning turning techniques, tool use, and safety. We all have unique knowledge and ideas to
impart. We encourage all Members to sign up to share a few hours of their time and knowledge at
the lathe with each other, on a peer-to-peer basis, either in their homes or at Skills Enhancement
sessions. We particularly encourage our new Members and beginners to use this opportunity to
learn techniques and safety. Please let Ellen Davis know if you would like to participate.
Skills Enhancement: Once a month, we have an open lathe session at WWC, alternating on the
Fridays and Sundays after the Meetings, under the guidance of Matt Radtke and Eliot Feldman.
Please check the Newsletter and Web Site Calendars for monthly dates and reserve a limited slot in
advance with Matt at mattradtke@gmail.com . Everyone shares skills and information, and its lots of
fun.
MCW Facebook Group: Ellen Davis has created a Facebook Group just for MCW Members. The
idea behind this is to allow you to post pictures of your work, ask questions, and provide another
venue for our members to get to know each other better. For our MCW Facebook Group, please
click the following link https://www.facebook.com/groups/194941367515051/ and request to be
added to the group. If you do not have a Facebook account and want one, please contact Ellen. We
have over 45 Members involved.
MCW Lending Library: Now Free! Books and DVDs are available for borrowing. We have a good
selection of video demonstrations and instructional materials from many top professional turners. If
you missed a Meeting and would like to see the Program, you can check out the DVD. Please sign
the form to check them out from John Laffan. If you have titles out, please return them promptly.
There is no charge for this service.
Silent Auction: Not everyone has access to a chainsaw or a band saw, which makes it nice to
have access to reasonably-priced, properly-sized turning blanks. Thanks to the generosity of Phil
Brown and other Members, our Silent Auction provides this benefit at every Meeting. Please bring
your ‘road kill’ to share with other Members.
Discounts: Steve Drake has assembled a selection of retailers who provide MCW Members with
monetary discounts. First and foremost, of course, is the Woodworkers Club, but we have a number
of others too. Please check out the list of participating merchants on the Web Site or at the end of
each Newsletter.
Web Site: http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org Thanks to Webmaster Jeff Struewing we have
an outstanding Web Site.
Newsletters: Thanks to new Newsletter Editor Stephen Price, all Members receive the AAW’s 2016
Best Chapter Newsletter by email every month. Further, the MCW Newsletter Archive, accessible
on the website, is a tremendous resource, containing the complete history of all MCW programs
and activities from day one, as seen on a monthly basis through the years. All past issues back to
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Volume 1, Issue 1 in 2007 are available at http://montgomerycountywoodturners.org/newsletters/
Our Hosts: Our most important resource is our space. We are deeply indebted to our hosts, The
Woodworkers Club, for their continuing support in sharing their facility with us as we move into our
tenth year. Please give Amy, Chris, Matt, and Ralph your individual expressions of appreciation,
both verbally and with your wallets. If you need something, they will get it for you, either off the
shelves or from the catalog – with no shipping charge.

Member Discounts
Woodworkers Club Rockville, Maryland
(www.woodworkersclub.com). The Woodworkers
Club, a Woodcraft affiliate, offers MCW Members a
10% rebate on all regularly priced items. After reaching certain plateaus of spending, you will
become eligible for a rebate which you will receive by email and is good for 3 months. Nonqualifying items are power tools, items already on sale, gift cards, and items from companies that
prohibit discounting (Festool, SawStop, Leigh, and a couple others). Our relationship with
Woodworkers Club is very synergistic and important to us, and I encourage you to make your
woodturning and woodworking purchases from them. If they don't have something in the store that's
in the Woodcraft catalog or on their web site, they will get it for you, and you can save on shipping
by picking it up at the store.

Exotic lumber, Inc. Frederick, Maryland
(www.exoticlumberinc.com) with over 130 species in stock, Exotic
Lumber has one of the widest selections available on the East Coast.
We offer a 10% discount to MCW Members with membership badge.
We have warehouse locations in Frederick and Annapolis, where you are welcome to select from
our extensive selection of turning blocks.

Craft Supplies USA (www.woodturnerscatalog.com) is a family-owned and operated business
serving the woodturning community.
Individual MCW Members can save 10%
on all finishes & disc abrasives -- just
mention “Montgomery County
Woodturners” and save, all year long.

Hartville Tool (www.hartvilletool.com) is a nationwide retailer of general and specialized tools for
woodworking and home improvement. They offer free shipping to all. If
you have accepted the MCW offer to “opt in” to be a member of the
Hartville Tool Club, you will get a 15% discount on all tools (excluding
sale items, gift cards, special orders, and Festool Products)
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North Woods Figured Wood (www.nwfiguredwoods.com) North Woods is a multi-generational
family-owned supplier of wood and wood blanks specifically selected with the
woodturner in mind. They specialize in Pacific Coast native species of trees
and have sizes from single pen blanks up to 1,500 lb. whole burls. With 20+
species in stock, there is something for everyone. Members get a 15%
discount by mentioning their MCW membership during a phone order or by
entering “WOODTURNERS” as a coupon code during online ordering.

Tailstock

Tim Aley

8 x 5 natural edge bowl (red maple burl)
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